
  

 

The Wonderworker 
M A R C H  /  A P R I L  2 0 2 3  

From the Desk of Fr.  Stephen  

Thoughts on Great Lent 
 

W 
e are now embarking on the time of Great 
Lent, a period that will bring us to Pascha. 
In this, we rather resemble the ancient 

Israelite people who left the country of slavery 
(Egypt) and made their way to the Promised Land. 
As is true with all our everyday affairs, a decision 
isn’t a result. Nobody gets to where they want to 
go automatically, all at once, just by deciding. It 
requires the effort of the journey and patience in 
the face of the current difficulties we encounter in 
our progress toward our desired goal. This is the 
case with us, too. The time of Lent is associated 
with external difficulties (as with the Jews in the 
wilderness) and also with internal ones, which are 
more dangerous. 
 
As a body, the Church proceeds towards Pascha 
while observing the rules of fasting for all its mem-
bers in good bodily health. Fasting is essentially a 
retreat from what is allowed. It’s a labor of free-
dom, undertaken to make us realize that life is a 
matter of love, not of vitamins. It’s a way of en-
countering others not as some or all kinds of con-
sumable material (economic, sexual, companiona-
ble), but as an opportunity to see Christ in their 
face. If we don’t learn to deny, willingly and happi-
ly, our instantaneous or enduring desires, then 
we’ll never learn to love anyone. 
 
The difficulties in this process are indicated by 
Saint Paul in the third chapter of his letter to the 
Hebrews, where he says: ‘Today if you hear his 
voice, do not harden your hearts…’. What does 
this mean? That now, in Great Lent, when you’ve 
heard the voice of Christ calling for a departure 
from the land of slavery when you’re on the path of 
freedom, don’t let your hearts (the inner person) 
become egotistically hardened so that they pay no 
attention to Christ’s word. How do we become 
hardened? As Saint Paul says later in the same 
Epistle ‘by the deceit of sin’. We’re fooled by sin. 
People are deceived by ignorance, and worst of all 

they’re deceived by themselves (self-deception). 
How can you convince people who are fooling 
themselves that they’re in error? 
 
If you don’t love and learn to trust and listen to our 
beloved Lord’s word, how will you be able to es-
cape the prison of self-deceit? If people don’t love 
Christ, they do whatever’s ‘pleasing to the eye’, 
whatever they think fits. The more we love him, the 
more strictly we obey him.  
 
Christ rescues us from our enslavement to the pas-
sions (self-regard, avarice, hedonism) which con-
sign us to unbearable solitude. He takes us with 
him, with our other brothers and sisters as com-
panions, on the path towards the Passover of free-
dom, and we, who are literally in his hands, look at 
a thousand and one useless things, in our self-
delusion. Carnal desires, spiritual passions, and 
intellectual presumptions become obstacles for 
each of us. 
 
Saint Paul tells us: ‘But exhort yourselves, for as 
long as it is called “today”’. Strengthen each other 
while we still have the time. In the hymns of the 
feasts of the Church, the word ‘today’ is a call to 
action and a constant reminder of the presence of 
Christ with us on our way to the Promised Land. 
Some people never got there. Some saw it from 
afar. And some tasted its fruits in the end. 
Let us entreat Christ not to allow the calamity of 
the former to befall us, but to grant us the unend-
ing bliss of the latter. Let us beg him to make us 
sharers in the fruits of the Promised Land, of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And, according to Saint John 
Chrysostom: ‘What is the Kingdom, if not Christ 
himself’. 
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Liturgical Schedule of Services - March 
 

Friday              3          6:45 pm 1st Salutations to the Theotokos 

Saturday          4        8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Saturday of Souls 

Monday           6        6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday    8         6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday            10        6:45 pm  2nd Salutations to the Theotokos 

Monday        13      6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday  15    6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday             17  6:45 pm 3rd Salutations to the Theotokos 

Monday         20   6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday   22  6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday             24      6:45 pm 4th Salutations to the Theotokos 

Saturday        25    8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Annunciation 

Monday         27    6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday   29    6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday             31   6:45 pm Akathist Hymn  
 

Liturgical Schedule of Services - April  
 

Sunday  02   8:15 am Orthros/Liturgy St. Mary of Egypt 

Saturday 08   8:15 am Orthros/Liturgy Lazarus Saturday 

Sunday 09   8:15 am Orthros/Liturgy Palm Sunday 

    6:45 pm Palm Sunday Evening Bridegroom Service 

Monday 10   6:45 pm Holy Monday Bridegroom Service 

Tuesday 11  6:45 pm Holy Tuesday Bridegroom Service 

Wednesday 12  3:30 pm Holy Wednesday Unction Service 

    6:45 pm Holy Wednesday Bridegroom Service with Unction 

Thursday 13  9:00 am Holy Thursday Vesperal Liturgy of Saint Basil 

    6:45 pm Holy Thursday Passion Service (12 Gospels) 

Friday  14  7:45 am Holy Friday morning Royal Hours 

    3:30 pm Holy Friday Apokathelosis Taking down from the cross 

    6:45 pm Holy Friday Lamentations Service 

Saturday 15  9:00 am Holy Saturday morning Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 

    11:45 pm Resurrection Service 

Sunday 16  10:00 am Pascha Agape Service 

Wednesday 19  10:00 am Liturgy and Senior Citizens Luncheon 

Friday  21  Ζωοδοχου Πηγης – Life Giving Font Service at the Retreat Center in Wi 

Sunday 23  8:15 am Orthros/Liturgy Sunday of Thomas 

Sunday 30  8:15 am Orthros/Liturgy Myrrh-Bearing Women 
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Lenten Donations 2023 

 

Flowers for the Akathistos Icon of Panagia-on the 5
th
 Friday $150.00   

Flowers for the Icon of St. Lazarus    $150.00 

Jonquils for Sunday of the Holy Cross    $350.00 

Flowers for the Nymphios Icon-Palm Sunday Evening  $150.00   

Flowers for the Palm Sunday Icon    $150.00 

Palms & BAY Leaves for Palm Sunday    $500.00     

Incense for Holy Week      $100.00 

Flowers for the Last Supper Icon     $150.00 

Wreath of Flowers for the Stavromeno    $350.00 

Flower arrangement at the foot of the Stavromeno  $350.00 

(3) Candles for the Stavromeno on Holy Thursday  $30.00 

(12) Twelve Candles for Holy Thursday Evening  $120.00 

White sheet must be brought to church by Palm Sunday $$?????   

White Rose Petals (5 Gallon Bucket)    $200.00 

Rosewater 7 bottles       $20.00 

1 Case of Communion Wine     $150.00 

Holy Friday and Saturday Candle Cup Holders   $200.00 

Flowers for the Epitaphios (Κουβούκλιων)    $2,800.00 

Supplies for the Epitaphios – Floral Oases, Wire, Tape, etc. $125.00 

Resurrection Clergy Candle     $100.00 

Lilies          $TBA 

Flowers for the Resurrection Icon     $150.00 
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Special Announcement 

Please keep Fr. Angelo Artemas, son of Fr. John Artemas in your prayers.  Currently, Fr. Angelo 

is fighting a life-threatening illness.  Churches throughout the Metropolis have made donations 

to help Fr. Angelo and his family defray mounting medical expenses.  

If you would like to make a donation to help Fr. Angelo, please make a check payable to:  Clergy 

Syndesmos of Chicago. You may bring your donation to the church office by Friday, March 10th. 

PARISH REGISTRY 

January 

BAPTISM 

Child of Elias & Maria Hohlastos 
 

Memorials 

 1-year John Kastros 

 7-years John Hrousalas 

25-years Anthony Kamberos 
 

FEBRUARY 

40-day blessing: Child of John and Katie Schieber 

40-day blessing:  Child of Patrick and Ale Savas 

 

BAPTISM 

Child of Matthew & Stephanie (Katsaros) Swift 

 

Memorials  

May their memory be eternal 

40-year Efstratios Avgerinos 

3-year   Ifiyenia Zaroyiannis 

23-year George Zaroyiannis 

15-year James Pappas 

 

FUNERAL 

Daniel Darlas 

John P. Gertos 
 

ARTOCLASIA 

For the health and welfare of the members of the Messenian Association (Papflesses). 
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FOCUS ON PHILOPTOCHOS 

Greetings to everyone! 
 

S 
pring is around the corner and Great Lent 
has begun! I hope our Lenten journey 
brings us all to an even greater awareness 

of God.  It is time for greater works of charity for 
the less fortunate. Also, to improve our relation-
ship with God and prepare ourselves for the Great 
Feast of Pascha - The Resurrection of Christ. 
 
St. Nicholas celebrated Vasilopita on January 
15th. Thank you to our Philoptochos ladies for 
making our beautiful Vasilopitas for our new year 
observance. They were wonderful!  
 
Thank you for your basket donations following our 
church service. All proceeds from the collections 
went to the St. Basil Academy which serves chil-
dren in need. Thank you! 
 
On Saturday, January 28th our Philoptochos held 
its annual Greek cooking class and luncheon. This 
event was chaired by Cherie Cachampis with 
many of our ladies preparing and demonstrating 
our cuisine. 
 
We had 98 attendees, and had several demon-
strations beginning with Dakos [Greek bruschetta], 
fasolada [Greek bean soup], Greek lemon roasted 
pork chops, potatoes, and asparagus, with home-
made bread and a baklava sundae for dessert. 
 
Guests also had the opportunity to purchase some 
of our wonderful pastries and purchase our Greek 
cuisine cookbook. It was enjoyed by all! Thank 
you to Cherie and her hardworking crew for mak-
ing this a most successful event. 
 
In keeping with our traditions, St. Nicholas will be 
resuming our in-house Koulouma dinner. This will 
take place following our Compline Service Mon-
day February 27th. Reservations should be made 
prior to the event by calling 708 636 7874 or you 
may register during coffee hour. You may also 
Email Stnickphilo@yahoo.com. 

 
Donation- Adults $15 

Children under 10 yrs.- $8 
 
Thank you for supporting Philoptochos!  

We will be having our Oratorical Fest on Friday, 
March 10th, after our Salutations service. Please 
join us in supporting our youth of St. Nicholas. It is 
an evening of fellowship and witnessing our young 
people presenting speeches on Orthodox topics 
chosen. Good luck to all of the participants! 
 
On March 19th our Philoptochos will be making 
Loukoumades to be purchased during coffee hour. 
Last year, because of your generosity, we were 
able to raise almost $1400. We added more to 
make it an even $2000 and donated to the suffer-
ing people in Ukraine. Now, we have more trage-
dies in the world. We hope to be able to raise 
funds again to help with these other needy caus-
es. Thank you! 
 

The Annual Metropolis Lenten Retreat will be tak-
ing place on Saturday, April 1st, at St. Athanasios 
in Aurora. Transportation will be provided. A conti-
nental breakfast will be served,with a Lenten 
luncheon following the presentations and speech-
es. You may call Georgia Sarlas to register at     
708 528 2585. 
 
Our Palm Sunday Luncheon will be taking place 
on Sunday, April 9th, following the Divine Liturgy. 
Reservations and payment should be received by 
Sunday, April 2nd. 

Adult meals-$25.    Children under 12-$10   
Please call 708 636 7874.  
Email: stnickphilo@yahoo.com or register during 
coffee hour. 
 
We would like to acknowledge and thank one of 
our Philoptochos members: Mrs. Tasia Manasses 
for donating a brand new, commercial grade cof-
fee maker in memory of her late husband Dimitri. 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity. 
May God Bless you and guide you and may you 
all reach your Paschal destination with joy of re-
newed faith.  

Blessings, 

Zoe Skopec 
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T he Sunday School hosted a successful 

Godparent/Godchild Sunday!  Father Ste-

phen gathered everyone on the solea for a re-

newal of baptismal vows.   Over 200 people 

gathered to celebrate with an amazing lunch-

eon sponsored by the Sunday School. Thank 

you to Steve Loulousis for donating food and 

Alpha Baking Company for donating the 

bread.  Thank you to Steve Loulousis, George 

Manasses, and Anna Papasideris for cooking 

and running the kitchen.  Thank you to all those 

that helped decorate/set up, serve, clean up, 

take reservations/payments, donate desserts, 

donate drinks, etc. There are too many people 

to name but please know that your generosity 

of time, talent, and treasure is appreciated. 

Everyone came together to make this event a 

huge success for our community.  

 

Mark your calendars!  St. Nicholas Church and 

Sunday School Department invites all children 

through High School (2 and 3 years olds with a 

parent) to our first annual Good Friday Retreat 

(American Good Friday)!  The retreat will be 

held Friday, April 7th from 12:00 noon until 

5:00 pm.  Theme: A Journey through Holy 

Week.  RSVP by April 1st.  More information 

forthcoming in the weekly bulletin.  Please con-

tact Presvytera Pearlann or the church office if 

you are interested in volunteering.  You can 

also reach us via email at stnicksun-

dayschool@gmail.com. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS   

Our little two and three year olds 
learned about the sheep and the 
goats and to try to always good 
things. Our art project was to 
make a dimensional picture of a 
sheep with cotton and google eyes 
to remind us to keep trying to be 
good. We also have the children 
with their special Clean Monday 
wash clothes to keep our faces 
and heart clean!  
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Vasilopita Blessing on Sunday, January 15  

40-Day Blessing of the Child of John and Katie Schieber, and  

Grandaughter, Daphne Joanne of Father Steve and Presvytera Pearlann 



12 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

It was dad’s day in the two and three year old class in Sunday School. Our art project      
revolves around last week’s gospel reading of Zaccheus and the Sycamore tree!          

Thank you dads for helping!  

Above: Our class welcomes children who are             
2 and 3 years old with a parent for support. 

We’ve learned so much and we are 
 growing in Christ!   

GODPARENT/GODCHILD LITURGY AND LUNCHEON  

What a beautiful liturgy today filled with so much joy and love! That same love spilled into the 
multipurpose room with a luncheon for over 200! It was a blessing to see so many of our families 

together again for worship and fellowship!  

Below: Our “littles” passed out hearts to our parishion-
ers to tell them they love them. 
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The 2022 Fest Was a Success!!!   
 

We need to stock up for the 2023 Father's Day Festival 
 

We are accepting donations of: 

*Olive oil for salads   

*Paper towels for clean up 

*Napkins 

*Dawn dish soap - Blue 

You can give supplies to Board Members or  

bring to church office. 

We appreciate every DONATION 

The Ministry of the 

 S.O.N. Bookstore  

Is Looking for a  

New Manager 
 

Responsibilities include opening the store    
after church every Sunday and for special 

events, ordering merchandise and             
accounting/bookkeeping.                                       

 If you’re interested in volunteering,      
please talk to Father Steve. 

S.O.N. 
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On Friday, February 10, we hosted our neighboring parish of Holy Cross to a fun Youth Night!  
We had dinner together, played some team minute to win it games and had open gym with a chance for the 

kids to get to know each other!  
Thank you Holy Cross for bringing so many of their youth tonight!  

If you weren’t there…..you missed it!  We will get together again soon!  
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Thank you to all who came out to the Philoptochos Greek Cooking Class Demonstration 

and Luncheon! It was nice to be back and Yia Yia is on her way back to her village to see 

what she can "cook up" next year.  

Above - “Yiayia Phoni,” aka Sultana Bamidis 
 

 

Right - Elaine and Stella Ballas  

Above - Mandy Djikas demonstrating  

Greek style porkschops  

Vicky Giannakopoulos, Petroula Chronos,     

Tara Vranas, Georgia Sarlas, Christine Spiro, 

Tasia Manasses and Sharon Sinadinos 

L-R: Sharon Sinadinos, Tasia Manasses,  

Elaine Besbekos, Yiayia aka Sultana Bamidis,  

Louie Buonaiuto, Maria Stamas and Tara Vranas 
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L:R - Minerva Zelentes, Silvia Buonaiuto 

and Priscilla Gogis  

Clockwise from bottom Left, Vicky Giannakopoulos,  

Petroula Chronos, Lexi Cachampis, Cheri Cachampis, 

Georgia Sarlas, Tasia Manasses, Sophia Kopanitsanos, 

Sharon Sinadino and Eleni Stathopoulos 

Above -  

Tara Varnas demonstrating Greek Bruschetta 

Priscilla Gogis, Minerva Zerlentes 

and Father Steve L-R: Jane Baffes, Joan Baffes and Katie Corderre 
sitting with our other guests.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT -   JANUARY 31, 2023 

  Pledges Received                  $39,965.00 

  Candles                                       $ 3,736.00 

  Church Ministries                             $ 3,592.95 

  Other                                          $20,718.60 

  Total Revenue                          $68,012.55 

  Expenses thru 10/31/2022         $45,348.38 

  Revenue in Excess of     

  Expenses thru 1/31/2023      $22,664,17 

O ur Spring Parish Assembly will be held on 
Sunday, March 26th, 2023 following the 

Divine Liturgy.  To participate in the Spring As-
sembly, Stewards must have fully completed 
their stewardship commitment for the prior year 
(2022), and have made a stewardship pledge 
for the current year ten days prior to the meet-
ing.  The meeting agenda, minutes from the 
Fall Assembly, and the year-end financial 
statement will be emailed to stewards prior to 
the Assembly.  For those who do not receive 
emails, copies will be available in the Church 
Office for pickup.  We encourage everyone to 
attend this meeting as we discuss the im-
portant matters concerning our Parish. 

Our Super Bowl Fundraiser was held February 
12th. Thank you to all who purchased a square 
and to all our winners (listed in Community 
News). We celebrated a memorable evening of 
fellowship and fun at our Apokriatiko Glendi on 
February 18th.  Many thanks to our Chair, 
Tracey Fiffles-Nusko and her committee for 

hosting a beautiful event.  Thank you to our 
chefs, Tom and Dorothy Pavlick.  The Prime 
Rib was cooked to perfection.  And thank you 
to all who helped prepare in the kitchen and 
help serve.   

The countdown to Greek Fest 2023 has begun! 
Our first meeting is approaching and is sched-
uled March 1st.  In preparation of our largest 
fundraiser, we are asking all Parishioners, fam-
ily and friends to block out the week of Father’s 
Day weekend to assist in the many chores nec-
essary to put this event together. There are 
many costs associated with our festival and a 
considerable amount of work needed from set 
up prior to the festival start and tear down, 
cleaning etc...following the event. We look for-
ward to your participation in the form of mone-
tary donations and your labor of love. Feel free 
to reach out to Georgia Christakes or Tom 
Pavlick for additional information.  

Georgia Christakes 
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 2023 

2023 Stewardship Form  
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treat. Stay after the retreat with your children 
and bring others to help make the palm cross-
es for Palm Sunday. Are you interested in 
helping? Please pray and think about it. We 
would love to have you help us!  
 
ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL 
March 10. See flyer for more information. 
 
THANK YOU to all who volunteered and attended 
the Apokriatio Glendi on February 18.  Kali Anastasi.  
 
PALM SUNDAY LUNCHEON Please see our 
flyer for our Palm Sunday Luncheon on Sun-
day, April 9.  Dinner is available for dining in 
or for takeout.  
 
FOOD DONATIONS: The Pilgrim Faith 
Church Food Pantry helps provide for the 
communities of Alsip, Oak Lawn, Hometown, 
Worth, Burbank, and Chicago Ridge.  They 
have requested Instant Potatoes, Canned 
Chili, Pasta/Pasta Sauce, Rice A Roni, and 
Canned Fruit. 
 
BIBLE STUDY Join us every 
Thursday at 11:30am for discus-
sions regarding Scripture as well 
as Aspects of Orthodoxy.  
 
STEWARDSHIP NOTE: As we 
start the new year, don’t forget to drop off or 
mail to the Church Office your Stewardship 
Pledge for 2023. The form is in this Wonder-
worker and were mailed out. 
 
AS A REMINDER, IN THIS TIME WHERE POSI-
TIVE COVID-19 CASES AND THE OMICRON 
VARIANT ARE RISING IN OUR REGION, WE 
ASK YOU TO BE EXTREMELY VIGILANT FOR 
YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THOSE 
AROUND YOU.  IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING 
THE DIVINE SER-
VICES, PLEASE TAKE 
THE PRECAUTION OF 
STAYING HOME IF 
YOU HAVE ANY 
SYMPTOMS BEFORE 
SERVICES. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY 
ELECTED PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
AND BOARD: 
Parish Council President: Georgia Christakes 
Vice President: Tom Pavlick  
Treasurer: George Vranas 
Asst. Treasurer: George Manasses  
Secretary: Dorothy Pavlick 
Parish Adminstrator: Dr. Peter A. Patsavas 
Parish Council Members: 
Dino Anagnostopoulos, Louie Buonauito,       
Joseph Marchione, Tom Baffes, Peter Coules,  
Tracey Fiffles-Nusko, Paul Pitsoulakis,    
James Patsavas and Bill Loupakos 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to our Super Bowl Winners: 
1st Qtr Score $500  Zach Brosseau 
1st Qtr Reverse $250 Zach Brosseau 
 
2nd Qtr Score  $500  Dr. Peter & Pamela Patsavas 
2nd Qtr Reverse $250 Dr. Peter & Pamela Patsavas 
 
3rd Qtr Score $500  George Passias 
3rd Qtr Reverse $250  Stacia Hristakos 
 
4th Qtr Reverse  $500  Frank Korbos 
Final Score  $2000  Matthew Pudliner 
 
CONGRATULATIONS PHILOPTOCHOS! An-
other successful and sold out annual Cooking 
Class and Luncheon chaired by the very talent-
ed Cherie Cachampis.  The amazing kitchen 
and behind the scenes’ staff outdid them-
selves.   
 
THANK YOU to the St. Nicholas Sunday 
School staff, students and helpers behind the 
scenes who made the Godparent/Godchild 
luncheon a huge sucees.  Over 200 people 
joined us to honor our Godparents and God-
children. 
 
WANTING TO HELP TEACH OUR CHIL-
DREN BUT NOT EVERY SUNDAY? We have 
an opportunity for you! Friday, April 7th is 
Western/American Good Friday and all of our 
children are off school. We will have a Lenten 
retreat for our children ages two’s and three’s 
through High School from 12:00 pm to 5:00 
pm. We will walk through Holy Week at the re-

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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On Sunday, February 19, 
we welcomed Wesley, son 
of Pat and Ale Savas in the 
church as he received his 

40-day blessing.   
God Bless Wesley always!  

Our Apokreatiko Glendi on Saturday, February 18 was a Big Hit!!!! 

Above: Gus, Ato, Lou and 

Christine Kamberos 

The kitchen staff outdid 

themselves.  

THANK YOU! 

 

Right:  Lynn and Steve Loulousis  
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Fr. Michael Kardamakis 

A brief journey through 
the events of Christ’s 

Crucifixion  
and Resurrection 

 

A 
ll of the events of Holy Week represent 

an attempt by man, in his freedom to 

love, to share in the sacrificial love of 

God, that is to say, the mystery of salvation, by 

following the rigorous spiritual discipline of the 

Church. This discipline does not consist in the 

Pharisaic observance of certain commandments 

but is rather a mother of sanctity, from which is 

born the first experience of perception of the 

mysteries of Christ. 

 

Holy Week, the week of Our Lord’s Passion, 

which reaches a climax on Easter Sunday, the 

Sunday of Our Lord’s Resurrection, is celebrated 

by the Church as a Pascha of suffering and victo-

ry and is sung by its vigilant members as a Pas-

chal ode, as a hymn to the one and only true 

form of freedom, the freedom with which Christ 

liberated the world. This ode might also be de-

scribed as a Paschal Song of Songs, which is not 

composed of spiritual raptures or momentary 

outbursts of religious sentimentalism but humili-

ty and repentance, contrition and tears, yearning 

and love, hope, and joy. By signing the ‘new’ Song 

of Songs we testify to our truly free, our perfect 

freedom: our decision to meet and follow the 

same path as our crucified and resurrected Lord, 

to be crucified and resurrected with Him, to be 

glorified and raised henceforward into the Jeru-

salem on high, into His heavenly Kingdom, since 

it has already arrived and exists within us. The 

soul of this ‘New Song’ is the liturgical and hym-

nographical wealth of the Church, the fruit of its 

experience of holiness, of its burning love for her 

Bridegroom, the Bridegroom of all human 

hearts, of each human heart that meekly and 

fearfully asks to ‘receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need’.1 

The whole of Great Lent serves as a prelude to 

Holy Week. The sweet and genuine mood of con-

trition, the manliness, and beauty of spiritual dis-

cipline, of all the methods and ways of spiritual 

discipline, prepare the faithful for this end: to 

venerate the Cross and glorify the Resurrection 

of Christ. All these things represent an attempt 

by man, in his freedom to love, to share in the 

sacrificial love of God, that is to say, the mystery 

of salvation, by following the rigorous spiritual 

discipline of the Church. 

 

This discipline does not consist in the Pharisaic 

observance of certain commandments but is ra-

ther a mother of sanctity, from which is born the 

first experience of perception of the mysteries of 

Christ, which is called the first stage of spiritual 

knowledge. Let no one deceive himself and imag-

ine oracles; an impure soul cannot ascend to a 

pure kingdom, nor commune with the spirits of 

the saints. Anoint the beauty of your wisdom 

with tears and fasting… A little suffering for God’s 

sake is better than a great work performed with-

out suffering. For suffering willingly borne is a 

first sign of the proof of faith through love… It 

was for this reason that the love of the saints for 

Christ was tested through suffering and not 

through comforts… For if we really suffer with 

Christ, we shall also be glorified with Him. The 

mind cannot share in Christ’s glory unless the 

body suffers with Him.’2 

 

This explains why the Church, in its wisdom, calls 

on the faithful to exercise spiritual discipline at 

the beginning of Holy Week, on Great Monday: 

so that they can ‘walk, be crucified and live with 

Christ’.3 ‘Abba Longinos said to Abba Akakios: “A 

http://www.pemptousia.com/?post_type=author&p=16340
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woman knows when she has conceived when her 

issue of blood ceases. Likewise, the soul knows 

when it has received the Holy Spirit and when the 

passions flowing down from it cease. So long as it 

is embroiled in these, how can it boast that it is 

free of them? Give blood and receive the Spirit”.’4 

What does this exhortation to exercise spiritual 

discipline mean? It means that we cannot share in 

the gifts and revelations of Christ’s Passion and 

Resurrection if we do not crucify and transform 

our own lives if we do not show spiritual wisdom 

and bodily restraint if we do not change and dis-

play purity of heart and mind if we do not put car-

nal pleasures to death and begin to experience 

suffering if we do not vanquish our passions and 

cultivate the virtues if we do not lovingly ap-

proach the crucified love of the Father. In particu-

lar, we are called to set ourselves free from sen-

sual pleasures, carnal sensations, from the end-

less demands of the flesh. Only then can we pre-

serve the dignity of our souls, gain our royal free-

dom and strengthen the nobility of our hearts. 

The figure of Joseph the All-Comely and the Para-

ble of the Withered Fig Tree reminds us that free-

dom, which is expressed in a marriage of theory 

and practice, is not merely freedom from evil, sin, 

and carnal pleasure but freedom to do good, to 

practice virtue and to serve. 

 

However important the performance of good 

works or the replacement of passions with virtues 

might be, they cannot match the perfect freedom 

or perfection that man hopes for. Above all things 

lies the intense desire of the Lord, His unbearable 

love, and the perfect beauty of His person, the 

perfecter, and, perfection of all things. The Para-

ble of the Ten Virgins teaches us that we ought to 

keep our hearts burning like a new burning bush, 

to keep them constantly vigilant and ready to wel-

come the Lord, who may return suddenly at any 

moment. The faithful are called upon to be in a 

state of constant watchfulness and readiness, not 

only during Holy Week but throughout their lives. 

‘They should be sober and vigilant, they should 

sleep because of the weakness of nature but be 

vigilant for the wealth of love.’5 They should 

achieve wholeness of character and heart, acquir-

ing a heart intelligent enough to understand all 

things and pure enough to become a womb of 

salvation. Everything is a gift from our merciful 

and compassionate God but only a vigilant heart, 

a ‘heart wounded with love’6, a heart which redis-

covers its wedding garments in order to enter the 

Bridal Chamber of its Lord, contains these gifts in 

paradisaical abundance. If we want Christ the 

Bridegroom to count us among the wise Virgins, 

to include us in His elect flock, then we should 

focus our attention on the true spirit of faith, on 

the virginity of the loving heart, on the freedom of 

humble holiness. Then we can wait for our Lord 

not only in the light but also in the darkness, as 

the Bridegroom who comes in the middle of the 

night of this world, transforming the night of fear 

and death into a time of love and rebirth. 

 

All of this transcends any kind of religious legal-

ism or Pharisaic moralism. When we do not ap-

proach God, God comes to us. What saves us and 

restores our loving relationship with God is not 

our good acts but God’s compassion. The harlot, 

who is presented as an example worthy of imita-

tion so that we might be reunited in love with our 

crucified and risen Lord, is a paradox in the think-

ing of the Gospels, an illogicality in terms of the 

autonomous ethical code. Ultimately, it is our 

despair at ourselves and our actions, a confession 

of our unworthiness and failure, that turns us to-

wards or back to God and His works. ‘The 

tempest of my sins has drawn me to the depths 

of despair. But I flee to the sea of Your mercy: O 

Lord, save me!’7 It is God’s mercy that vanquishes 

all sin; it is man’s love that is stronger than any 

sin; it is the virginity of the heart, superior to the 

prostitution of the body, that reopens the gates 
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of Paradise for deceived man. Man is not what 

he says or does but the yearning and depths of 

his heart, what he has been called upon to be or 

to become in his repentance, which is his only 

dignity, freedom, and hope when everything is 

played out between repentance and impeni-

tence, the only sin, despair and the Devil himself. 

‘Who can trace out the multitude of my sins or 

the depths of thy judgments, Savior of souls, my 

Savior? Disregard me not, thy handmaid, O thou 

that beyond measure art merciful.’8 

It is particularly revealing how the Church 

has created four important ‘stations’* in the 

middle of Holy Week to provide us with the 

spiritual strength that we need to be able to 

endure the redemptive suffering of Christ’s Pas-

sion, crucifixion, and death. The recollection of 

Christ washing His disciples’ feet is a challenge to 

be humble, for it is ultimately humility that leads 

to repentance and gives us the strength to serve. 

This is chiefly because the mysteries, the ever 

‘fearful mysteries’ of God, the New World, or the 

Kingdom, as the mysteries of Christ, are revealed 

to those who are humble in mind and heart, 

those to whom He entrusts His preaching and 

ministries. The impartation of the ‘fearful myster-

ies’, of the mystery of the Divine Eucharist and 

Communion, before the Passion and the Resur-

rection, provided a foretaste of and an immedi-

ate sense of involvement in the Passion and the 

Resurrection and was intended to strengthen the 

faith of the disciples and, by extension, all believ-

ers. In a word, it is the mystery of the Church, the 

mystery, to be precise, of our communion with 

Christ and all His brothers even unto death, in 

which death becomes a prelude to the Resurrec-

tion. This is also the aim of the ‘supreme prayer’ 

of Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane: so that 

we might remain united with the Lord and with 

each other during His Passion and Crucifixion, 

during the scandalous events of God’s death and 

the temptation of faith; so that we might in-

crease our love and lead it to its proper end, re-

jecting and abhorring the ‘betrayal of the disciple’ 

Judas, who confused truth with interest, 

‘appreciating only what was useful to him’.9 Here 

it is worth mentioning the ‘dialectic’ that devel-

ops between the harlot and Judas: a dialectic be-

tween wisdom and folly, love of one’s fellow men 

and love of money; devotion and denial, witness 

and betrayal. 

 

These four ‘stations’, then, constitute a call to the 

faithful to spiritually prepare themselves for and 

actively participate in the Passion and death of 

Christ, a Passion and death that bring new life, 

that conceal the power and freedom of the Res-

urrection. No action or revelation by God in the 

world can take place or bear fruit without man’s 

freedom to respond and his active participation; 

it cannot be an act of magic or force imposed on 

men with fearful or insensible hearts. Here we 

are dealing with events of an utterly extraordi-

nary or wondrous nature. The Passion and death 

of Christ were not the ends of an innocent man 

or idealist, nor of course the result of human vio-

lence or historical necessity. They were the Pas-

sion and death of God, the Creator, and Savior, 

who did away with the passion and death of man 

and became a source of faith and love, repent-

ance and freedom, salvation, and life. This 

means a miracle: the paradox of the omnipo-

tence of love, the glory of the omnipotent weak-

ness, the inexplicable phenomenon of the candid 

silence of a God who endures and does not dom-

inate, who suffers and does not rule imperiously. 

This is why the Cross, which is the culmination of 

the Passion and the confirmation of Christ’s 

death, has always been a great mystery and mir-

acle, as well as a folly and scandal for religion 

and philosophy as the latter disregard the fact 

that the glory of His kingdom is proclaimed 

through death, death on a cross, and the power 

of His divinity is made manifest by love, a love 
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which is ‘as strong as death’.10 

 

Only those who revere the Lord’s Cross, those 

who are immersed in the profundity of the mys-

tery, such as the grateful thief who cried out 

‘Lord, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom’11, can confess Christ’s divinity and 

share in its power. Such individuals can hencefor-

ward partake of the eschatological gifts of the 

Cross, and, what is more, of the grace of repent-

ance and remorse, of forgiveness and love, for 

the kingdom of God that the thief yearned for in 

admitting his crimes is the kingdom of the Son of 

love, with whose love ‘Paradise was opened to us 

and the way up to heaven was made manifest to 

all’.12 Paradise or the Kingdom that Christ prom-

ised the thief are the Paradise or the Kingdom of 

forgiveness and love: ‘Do you think that there is 

only room for you in the Kingdom of Heaven? Do 

you think that the joy of Paradise has been pre-

pared only for you because there is no salvation 

for the majority? Well, do not scorn the works 

that are the fruit of pure divine love and do not 

give up the good works of a man who orders his 

life according to God’s will for the disgrace and 

ruin of grievous sinfulness’.13 The Cross of Christ 

is the unity of all things in one unique form of 

love, the love that unites everything that was for-

merly sundered and divided by the deceit of the 

misanthropic and God-hating Devil. The cry ut-

tered by many, ‘Come down from the cross if you 

are the Son of God!’14, is of purely satanic inspi-

ration for the Cross does not represent the victo-

ry of the forces of Satan over Christ but the tri-

umph of Christ over the forces of Satan and all 

their works. ‘Having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he (Christ) made a public spectacle of 

them, triumphing over them by the cross.’15 

 

The Church extols the example of the penitent 

thief, emphasizing the fact that we are all cruci-

fied thieves, hanging either to the right or to the 

left of the Crucified Christ. Of course, this fact 

alone cannot save us. Whether we enter Paradise 

or the Kingdom of Heaven or not does not de-

pend on whether our behavior is good or bad in 

ethical terms but hinges, as we have already not-

ed, on how repentant or unrepentant we are. 

Our return from a life of exile in this barren 

world to a paradisiacal existence in the future 

Kingdom is Christ’s reward to us for showing a 

humble faith, a faith which chooses the way of 

repentance through a sense of the wrongs we 

have committed and also complete faith in God. 

If unrepentance can be identified with despair 

and the Devil, repentance, which gives us hope 

and immortality, is the work of Christ. A work 

that restores man to his original freedom and 

beauty, a work whose impact is felt not only over 

all the earth but also in the underworld, a work 

that is preached in Hell to the men who suffer 

there and, in the awareness of their torment, 

long for God’s Paradise. This is the unfathomable 

depth of the Divine Economy. Christ dies and is 

buried, and descends to the dark abysmal depths 

of Hell in order to embrace in His glory the whole 

of our human nature, which has been corrupted 

by sin and disfigured by death. The incarnate 

presence of Christ, in its emptying of the graves 

of Hell, fills the whole of Creation, and embraces 

the whole of man’s problem, his life, and death, 

so that we, now and always, may triumphantly 

sing, in the morning light of blessed Holy Satur-

day, a day of rest, of salvation, a day for Creation 

and its creatures: ‘Let creation rejoice, let all born 

of the earth be glad; for Hell, the enemy, has 

been despoiled… for I am redeeming Adam and 

Eve with all their race, and on the third day I shall 

rise again’.16 

 

Now we can look forward to our resurrection 

from the dead, celebrating Christ’s resurrection 

from the dead, as He had promised us. Now we 

can celebrate the dawning of a new, eternal, and 
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unending eighth day of Creation, which is pre-

scribed by ‘the ineffable mystery of the existence 

of created beings in a state of eternal bliss’17, 

now we can celebrate our rest after an arduous 

journey, on the Holy and Great Sunday of Pascha, 

celebrating the ‘life-giving Resurrection of our 

Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ’. For the 

mourning of the Cross is not the end but the joy 

of the Resurrection, although of course it should 

not be forgotten that these two mysteries form 

an indivisible unity, the most central element of 

the Christian faith and the life of the Church. The 

risen Lord ‘snatched the whole of the human race 

from the depths of Hell, raised it to Heaven and 

restored it to its original state of incorruptibil-

ity’.18 Christ’s work does not constitute a great 

civilization but a new Creation; it is not a perfect 

religion but a new life. In His resurrection ‘we cel-

ebrate the death of death, the beginning of an-

other, eternal life’.19 The Liturgy of the Resurrec-

tion, together with every celebration of the Divine 

Liturgy, which is always resurrectional in spirit, is 

a ‘banquet’ of grace and joy; of joy at Christ’s tri-

umph over death, for this is the Church’s eternal 

joy, the joy that it experiences as liberation from 

death and ‘him who holds the power of death – 

that is, the devil’.20 This joy is proclaimed in the 

Paschal greeting ‘Christ is risen!’. The Resurrec-

tion is the power behind the mystery of the new 

world and the new man, the beginning of the age 

of spiritual freedom and the certainty of the deifi-

cation of all things, which is the reason why all 

things were created. 

 

Now that our journey through the events of 

Christ’s Crucifixion and Resurrection has come to 

an end, let us give thanks ‘again and again’ to our 

incarnate and suffering Lord, our crucified and 

risen Lord, our only Creator, and Savior, for His 

great and passionate love, on account of which 

He does not abandon His Church and does not – 

which is the most amazing thing of all – reject 

those sinners who, out of intense and unbeara-

ble love, dare to make the painful journey to 

meet Him and worship Him. Meeting with Him is 

our certain hope during the particularly blessed 

time of Great Lent, which culminates in Holy 

Week and Easter Sunday. We can begin this jour-

ney today by following the secret and mystic 

paths carved out for us by the incarnate Christ so 

that God’s descending love might meet with the 

ascending love of a man so that in love and 

through love we might see God’s face and hear 

His voice so that we might learn to wait for Him 

in our sin, which breeds death and our own hell, 

which is much more fearful than death. How 

loudly the hearts of we sinners who are exiles 

from Paradise and wander throughout this bar-

ren world echo with the response that the Risen 

Christ gave to the supplications of St. Silouan the 

Athonite: ‘Keep your mind in Hell, and despair 

not’.21 ‘Today’ each one of us can, together with 

all repentant sinners, bless his crucified and risen 

Lord for His great and abundant mercy, as is per-

formed in the offices of His crucified and risen 

Body, the Church. 
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