
  

 

The Wonderworker 
J A N U A R Y  /  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3  

From the Desk of Fr.  Stephen  

Taking stock 

A 
t the turn of the year, it’s customary to 
take stock. We look back at what’s hap-
pened, the pleasant and the difficult, the 

beautiful and the ugly, in an effort to consign to 
oblivion whatever hurt us, and to hold dearly in 
our hearts what has brought us ease and joy. 
The reckoning has to do with the events of the 
calendar year which has passed, in politics, 
sports, and the special moments of our life. 
The question is, how do we evaluate, in the 
end, what’s important to us and what isn’t? Are 
there events we can relive or is everything 
unique? 

The ancient philosopher Heraclitus said that 
you can’t step into the same river twice be-
cause the moment can’t be repeated. Some-
times, however, oblivion can be a blessing. It 
conceals our wounds but doesn’t expunge 
them. This is why the old saying that time’s the 
best healer isn’t true, because every injury 
leaves small wounds on the body and soul, 
and these trouble us in various ways, depend-
ing on the circumstances of our life. The point 
at issue is to what extent we can evaluate our 
moments, mature through them, make fresh 
starts, not be overcome by our defeats, and 
seek God’s help, not in order to forget, but to 
learn who we are and what we have. 

This may be a different kind of stock-taking. 
Who was important for us in the year that just 
ended? Did we make new friendships, or 
strengthen old ones, did we sort out what trou-
bles us, what unites us, what hurts us, what 
makes us feel lonely, and what brings us to-
gether? A relationship isn’t a new romantic ex-
perience or fling. A relationship is when we 
can study the other person as regards their 
character, their gifts, give them something of 
ourselves, forgive them for their shortcomings 
and pray that they’ll forgive us for our own. A 
relationship is to be able to see the image of 
God in the other person and this is a positive 
step because it gives us another sense of di-
rection, other than ourselves, and makes us 
feel that we’re worth being part of us. 
 
For the Church, the year is time, that is, an op-
portunity, on the one hand, to serve the Lord, 
to live by Christ’s commandments, to attend 
the liturgy, to make our way in praise, thanks, 
and love towards God who became human for 
our sake. And on the other hand, we serve 
others, care about each of our neighbors, and 
become the neighbor of every person, insofar 
as we can. For this reason, in our church life, 
in the parish of Saint Nicholas, we should bear 
this reckoning in mind, to remember in the first 
place how many of our fellow parishioners 
we’ve got to know, how many we pray for, how 
many we feel more familiar with. And also, 
whether we’ve opened our hearts to our sur-
roundings, if we’ve managed to listen, empa-
thize, reduce tensions, and overcome our-
selves. 
 
And if we fall short, let’s not lose heart. We’re 
not alone in time. There’s also God, who ac-
companies us and fortifies us to make a start 
of repentance and love. 
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Liturgical Schedule of Services – January 

Sunday 1
st

        9:30 am Orthros and Divine Liturgy – Saint Basil 

Thursday 5
th

        8:30 am Royal Hours 

                                 9:30 am Vesperal Liturgy and Blessing of the waters. 

Friday 6
th

         8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy and Blessing of the waters. 

Saturday 7
th

        8:30 am Only Liturgy – Synaxis of St. John the Baptist 

Tuesday 17
th

       8:30 am Only Liturgy – Saint Anthony 

Monday 30
th

       8:30 am Only Liturgy – Three Hierarch. 

 

                 Liturgical Schedule of Services – February  

Thursday 2
nd

         8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Presentation of the Lord. 

Saturday 18
th

       8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Saturday of Souls 

Saturday 25
th

       8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Saturday of Souls 

Monday 27
th

       6:45 pm Compline Service - Clean Monday 

 

Liturgical Schedule of Services - March 
 

Friday 3
rd

         6:45 pm 1
st

 Salutations to the Theotokos 

Saturday 4
th

         8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Saturday of Souls 

Monday 6
th

          6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday 8
th

        6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday 10
th

        6:45 pm  2
nd

 Salutations to the Theotokos 

Monday 13
th

       6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday 15
th

     6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday 17
th

      6:45 pm 3
rd

 Salutations to the Theotokos 

Monday  20
th

     6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday 22
nd

    6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday 24
th

      6:45 pm 4
th

 Salutations to the Theotokos 

Saturday 25
th

      8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy – Annunciation 

Monday 27
th

      6:45 pm Compline Service 

Wednesday 29
th

      6:45 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday 31
st 

    6:45 pm Akathist Hymn  
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My World’s Different 
 

W 
hat meaning does a feast of the 

faith have these days? Most people 

see anything to do with the Church 

from a cultural perspective. Remnants left over 

from the past, are useful, not always neces-

sary, but not much of a bother either, particu-

larly when they’re accompanied by days off 

work, holidays, rest, and a change of pace. We 

who are within the Church are content with 

good wishes, and church attendance, and all 

this entails holy water, antidoron, and so on. 

It’s true that many people take communion 

more frequently now than in the past. But it’s 

difficult to transfer into practice what it is that 

marks the feast for us in our life, our being, and 

our world, given that our daily life draws us in 

with its own priorities, experiences and de-

mands. 

 

And while for the older generation there’s still a 

connection rooted in tradition; young people 

are becoming increasingly remote. The feast’s 

a replica of previous ones and that’s some 

comfort to us. But the language, the length of 

the services, and the absence of any parish 

activity after the liturgy makes the feast a family 

affair in which the Church takes part rather 

than the other way round: a Church event in 

which the family takes part. If a family ceases 

to hold on to its ecclesiastical conscience then 

the latter can’t permeate people’s life. 

 

Christmas is accompanied by a whole host of 

customs in which almost everyone participates 

in some way or another, with the result that the 

feast retains its importance, even though, for 

many people, Christ is absent. The feast of 

Theophany, however, is mostly confined to 

casting the cross, blessing the waters, drinking 

holy water, and keeping it at home. It’s not 

marked by the renewal of existence which ac-

companies God’s new world, the one in which 

we’re invited to live. Because this is what holy 

water shows us: that when any material thing 

encounters the Holy Spirit, it’s made new. It 

doesn’t lose its composition but acquires new 

content. Water doesn’t merely cleanse the 

body, but, through baptism, changes the orien-

tation of the soul. It sets aside the old self, the 

willful one which deifies itself, and it makes us 

God’s children again, grateful for his love, 

armed with faith and hopeful that our every 

work will be a joy if we share it with our neigh-

bor. 

 

The scrutiny of others makes our world other 

than it is. It’s not just that the outside world ‘is 

under the control of the evil one’. It’s also that 

those of us who want to take steps to over-

come the self-containment of our cultural out-

look have to make an effort in the direction of 

our existential rebirth. The Church contributes 

to this, with its iconography, hymnography, and 

liturgical tradition, but it also wants us to 

emerge from our passivity, and to study, live 

and share the way. 

 

We need ‘word, work, and meaning’, not to 

manifest God to the world, because that’s not 

dependent on us and is being accomplished all 

the time in any case, but to make this manifes-

tation our own. Responsibility doesn’t rest sole-

ly with the priests of the Church but with all of 

us. Hope, of course, springs eternal, because 

renewal is in the Holy Spirit. But we ourselves 

should also do what we can. 
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What Really Brings Us Rest? 
 

‘Let’s not lose the respite we find in living 

in virtue’ (Abba Dorotheos) 

 

People feel weary with their life. Children at 

school have to study and follow a tiring sched-

ule which doesn’t leave them much free time; 

people who have to earn a living feel as if 

they’re working for crumbs to put on the table 

and that their jobs take a heavy toll on them; 

those who have families, particularly women, 

are hampered with a double burden, with work-

ing and running the household (although many 

men try to help in the home). We’re encum-

bered with heavy loads which exhaust us bodi-

ly, while on top of this we have a virtual reality 

that drains our time, actually bringing us more 

fatigue rather than relaxation. 

 

Bodily tiredness is accompanied by that of the 

spirit. Our struggle to satisfy our desires, which 

appear to us as necessities and is the result of 

life following the paths of a culture that wants 

us to want, turning dissatisfaction into melan-

choly, yet another burden. And even when we 

get what we want, the emptiness of it all is 

draining, because our desires have nothing to 

do with what we call the meaning of life which 

embraces our existence. The same is true of 

our relationships, which have no stability but 

are in a state of flux; they distress us because 

we don’t have a particular person as a point of 

reference. Even a stable relationship is tiring 

because a routine and excessive emphasis on 

aspects of the character of the other person 

undermine love. The ego is wounded, doesn’t 

feel secure, or is wearied by the shortcomings 

of the other person. In any case, we don’t look 

inside ourselves. Our priority is to criticize oth-

ers. 

 

The ascetic tradition tells us about the content-

ment we find when we live in virtue. Love 

brings us heart’s ease because it soothes the 

conscience. Goodness doesn’t allow people to 

be alone. Bringing peace gives joy. When we 

seek the truth, we find rest, because we have 

comfort in our trials. When we forgive, we find 

rest, spiritually, because our life is oriented to-

wards Christ and he doesn’t abandon us. 

 

The same is true when we follow the way of life 

demanded from us by our faith in our everyday 

dealings. Fasting isn’t tiring, but something 

beautiful, since it enables us to detoxify our 

bodies and to combine a withdrawal from the 

priority of eating with greater concern for the 

things of God. When prayer isn’t restricted to a 

sense of formality but has more to do with our 

thirst to speak to God, it relieves us of our bur-

dens. When we study the word of God, the 

lives of the saints, the teaching of the fathers, 

and of all those who struggle to learn the truth, 

all this relieves our tired minds and troubled 

heart. Our liturgical life brings us into contact 

with God and our neighbors and gives us ex-

quisite joy. 

 

The ascetic life of the Church allows us to see 

our relations with others, and also the work we 

do, in a different light. When the sense of grati-

tude reigns- that is ‘Glory to God- we have a 

better appreciation of the other people in our 

lives and we realize that our work is a means 

of survival, not an end in itself. So we can set 

ourselves boundaries and not be overcome by 

stress and by passing judgment on others. 

 

So, let’s try and discover what it is that really 

brings us rest.   
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A New Tradition at Saint Nicholas 
 

O 
ur Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Nicholas has begun a new tradition 
with regards to blessing couples who were married in the Orthodox 
Christian Church. On the third Sunday of every month Father Stephen 

will invite all couples married in that particular month to come up to the Solea 
after Divine Liturgy so that he can offer a prayer of blessing and protection for 
those couples. If you were married in that particular month, regardless of the 
year, you are asked to attend Divine Liturgy with your spouse/family and after 
the Divine Liturgy you will be invited along with other couples to receive a 
blessing from our Holy Church in order to protect and strengthen your love for 
one another. Going forward, this will be done on the Third Sunday of every 
month. Now is the time to seek the blessing and love from our Church as our Mother so that humility and 
love can continue to be the center of every marriage. No need to wait for special silver or golden anni-
versaries. Of course, we hope to see you every Sunday but especially on the Third Sunday of the month 
you were married. We do a beautiful thing with remembering those who have fallen asleep year after year 
and 40-day baby blessings, etc. so we should do the same for our marriages!  

May the Lord hear our prayers. 

December 

L-R: 

Richard and Maria McGuire 

Father Steve 

Corin and Mark Stern  

PARISH REGISTRY 

DECEMBER 

Funeral:    

December 21 - Evangelos Kotsones  

December 23 - Stella Regopoulos  
 

May their memory be eternal 
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Word About  
the Epiphany of Jesus 
By Father Zacharias Zacharou 

 

T 
hrough His coming, the Lord filled the 

whole world with His divine grace and 

spread His creative energy on all the 

earth. He descended into Jordan, not in order 

to sanctify Himself, but to sanctify the waters 

and the whole creation, so that we may receive 

baptism and be clothed with His glorified hu-

man nature, wherein ‘dwelleth all the fulness of 

the Godhead bodily’ (Col. 2:9). He descended 

into the waters ‘to draw up with Himself bright 

sons from the streams of Jordan’ and make 

them citizens of His eternal Kingdom. 

 

The first humble Appearing of the Lord became 

a prophetic event, wherein ‘the grace of God 

that bringeth salvation hath been poured forth 

upon all’ (Tit. 2:11). 

The first humble Appearing of the Lord became 

the preparation for His glorious Appearing, 

which is to come at the end of time. To all 

those that loved His first appearing (2 Tim. 

4:8), the Lord will give the ‘new heavens and 

the new earth’ (2 Pet. 3:13) that He shall bring 

in that day. 

 

For those that loved His first humble Appear-

ing, the Lord became Himself the Prophet and 

Forerunner of His Second glorious Appearing, 

when He shall come to receive His own, both 

living and fallen asleep, from all the ends of the 

earth, so as to lead them into His heavenly 

Kingdom. There, together with the angels, they 

shall ever glorify the Savior and Redeemer of 

our souls for His infinite love that He showed 

through His voluntary Passion for the salvation 

of the world. 
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Feast of the Three Hierarchs:  
the Obligations of Parents  

and Educators 
Feast Day 30 January 

 

T 
here are many hierarch saints whom 

we honor throughout the year in the 

Church, but this is a feast of three to-

gether, although they also each have their 

own day on which we commemorate them. 

They’re Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologi-

an, and John Chrysostom. All three were im-

portant Fathers of the Church who strove to 

clarify and crystallize Dogma, for the unity of 

the faith and the needs of philosophy and let-

ters. From about 1100 AD, it’s been the cus-

tom to hold a common feast for them. This 

came about because of friction between Chris-

tians regarding the importance of each of them 

separately.  

 

Saint Basil, Bishop of Caesarea, was one of 

the greatest theologians. He wrote the Divine 

Liturgy bearing his name, which is celebrated 

on his feast, 1 January, and at others times 

during the year, as well as a whole host of oth-

er works. He studied philosophy and other dis-

ciplines in Athens. He’s still remembered 

among the Orthodox for his charity work, to 

the extent that even today, in Greece, carols 

referring to it are sung at New Year. He found-

ed Vasileiada, a whole town, with a hospital, 

orphanage, poor house, old people’s home, a 

school, and structures to assist those down on 

their luck. Alas, the consumer society has re-

placed him with the jolly, portly, Santa Claus. 

 

Saint John, known as Chrysostom 

[χρυςόστομος =‘golden-mouthed’], was Patri-

arch of Constantinople. He was given the so-

briquet Chrysostom because he was a charis-

matic orator and his discourse was as pre-

cious as gold and as sweet as honey. His 

charitable work was monumental and the soup 

kitchens he organized fed 7,000 people a day. 

Being a man of formidable education, he used 

the dialectic method of Greek philosophy in 

order to develop a systematic theology. He 

was an ascetic and denounced illicit practices, 

even on the part of the emperors. As a result, 

he was exiled three times. In the end, he suc-

cumbed to his hardship but has a lofty position 

in the Orthodox calendar of saints. 

 

Gregory the Theologian, from the town of Na-

zianzos, was Patriarch of Constantinople in 

the 4th century. He was a friend and fellow 

student of Basil the Great and his brother 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa. He, too, was highly 

educated and believed education to be a ben-

efit of the highest value. He wished to bridge 

the gap between the Greek-speaking and Lat-

in-speaking theologians of his time. He also 

wrote a good many poems on theological and 

moral subjects. 

 

As we can see, the features common to these 

three personalities were: their great love of 

learning and letters; their theological and phil-

osophical brilliance; their contribution to dog-

matic truth and true faith; their devotion to 

works of charity; and the ascetic life they led. 

What more appropriate, then, than holding a 

common feast for these three great luminaries 

of the Triune God? 

 

In 1826, Frederick North, 5th Earl of Guilford, 

the founder of the Ionian Academy, and Kon-

stantinos Typaldos established the day of the 

feast of the Three Hierarchs as a day dedicat-

ed to Greek and Ionian education, and as a 

result, it’s a national holiday for all educational 

establishments in Greece. 
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In concluding this brief reference to the work of 

the Three Hierarchs, let’s bear in mind two 

points. The first is directed primarily to parents 

and the second to educators, but each applies 

equally well to the other. First, there’s the mat-

ter of providing proper guidance for children. 

Just as the mothers of the Three Hierarchs, 

Emmelia, Nonna, and Anthousa, inspired their 

children with love for God and other people and 

nurtured all the higher sentiments in their souls, 

so parents today are obliged to do the same. 

Secondly, proper education. Let’s forget, for 

the moment the specialization of our times and 

our supposedly hermetically sealed education. 

Let’s talk instead about the Education, classic 

and well-rounded, that people should be of-

fered. Education includes knowledge of human 

civilization. Naturally, nowadays you can’t mas-

ter a number of disciplines, as you could have 

at the time of the Three Hierarchs, because so 

much has changed since then. Now, everyone 

is educated to become whatever it is they want 

to be. But Education is so much more than pro-

fessional specialization. Education shapes our 

inner world gives us the power of reason and 

helps to elevate our spirit, within the human 

context. 

For the Three Hierarchs, however, secular edu-

cation and theology are intertwined and thus 

provide us with the opportunity to elevate the 

spirit above and beyond the human context. 

Educators have a duty to move in this direction. 

To provide students with the knowledge, not 

merely dry facts. They should provide them 

with opportunities for a productive, dialectical 

approach to the world. They should inspire 

them with a love of learning, including a love 

for the divine writings, which have been so bla-

tantly removed from Education. Appointed 

servants of the state have no right to impede or 

mock students whose parents took them to 

church to have them baptized. 
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The Icon  
of the Feast of Holy Theophany 

 
The feast of the Holy Theophany is one of the 

greatest in Christianity. It celebrates the event 

of the Lord’s Baptism in the streams of the Jor-

dan and, at the same time, it manifests the Tri-

une God to the world. The importance of the 

feast is clear from historical evidence: after 

Easter, the feast of Theophany is the oldest in 

Christianity. The event of the baptism is of im-

mense theological significance. Through col-

ors, icon painters have managed to capture the 

wealth of meanings in the event. 

 

Christ is between high rocks which come to-

gether to form a ‘gorge’. The waters, which are 

not yet sanctified, remind us of the image of 

death/inundation. The symbolism of the rocks 

in the icon of the nativity continues in that of 

the baptism and, finally, in that of Christ’s de-

scent into hell. The icon of the baptism depicts 

Christ as entering the river, the watery tomb, 

and is thus a prefiguration of the descent into 

the tomb of the cave of Hades, where he would 

destroy the power of the ruler of this world. As 

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem puts it, Jesus 

‘descended into the waters and bound the pow-

erful one’. 

 

Christ’s descent into the river Jordan signifies 

the sanctification of water, which is the basis of 

life throughout creation. By extension, this 

means the sanctification of creation itself, 

which, because of human sin, ‘has been groan-

ing in labor pains until now’ (Rom. 8, 22). 

 

Christ stands in the middle of the Jordan naked 

except for a white cloth around his waist. His 

body appears to have been carved from wood, 

with certain features sharply drawn, without 

bulk. He is clad in the nakedness of Adam and, 

in this way, shows us our glorious raiment as it 

was in paradise.  With his right hand, or per-

haps both of them, he blesses the waters and 

prepares them to become the waters of bap-

tism, which he sanctifies by his immersion. 

Christ has no need for purification because he 

was pure pre-eternally. He accepted baptism at 

the hands of John out of humility and respect 

for human tradition. When he was baptized, 

Christ wasn’t sanctified by the waters, but in-

stead sanctified them and, thereby, the whole 

of creation. 

 

One of his legs is slightly in front of the other, 

to show his supreme initiative in being baptized 

by John and entering the public sphere. John’s 

testimony regarding Christ is: ‘Behold the lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the 

world’ (Jn. 1, 29) and this was definitive. In 

some icons of the baptism, Christ is depicted 

as standing on a stone slab under which 

snakes are writhing, their heads sticking out in 

an effort to escape. This representation is tak-

en from the book of Psalms and is based on 

the verse: ‘you held the sea in your power; you 

crushed the heads of the dragons in the waters 

(Ps. 73, 13). 

 

Saint John Chrysostom sees a deep allegory in 

the turning back of the waters of the Jordan. 

He says that the river springs from two 

sources, one of which is called Jor and the oth-

er Dan. So, the name of the river, which flows 

into the Dead Sea arises from a combination of 
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the two words. The human race is also de-

rived from two sources, our forebears Adam 

and Eve. After their apostasy, the human race 

engaged in sin, which resulted in spiritual 

death, symbolized by the Dead Sea. Through 

his incarnation, Christ the Savior liberated hu-

man nature from enslavement to corruption 

and death, with the result that even the river 

Jordan wished to return and not flow out into 

the Dead Sea. 

 

The baptism of Christ is also called the feast 

of the Theophany. The painter indicates the 

manifestation of the Holy Trinity by the hand of 

the Father, who is a blessing from part of a 

semi-circle, which represents the heavens. 

From this circle radiate rays of light which are 

a characteristic of the Holy Spirit and which 

illumine the dove. This is the moment when 

the Father testifies to the divinity of the Son 

and calls him his beloved Son. The Son who 

is baptized in the Jordan illumines the whole 

world, redeeming it from the dominion of the 

devil. The Holy Spirit, who descends in the 

form of a dove, confirms the testimony of the 

Father and gives us the unshakeable founda-

tion of our faith. It is the Spirit who ‘directs’ 

Christ and guides him in his earthly mission. 

 

According to Saint John the Damascene, by 

analogy with the dove and olive branch in the 

story of the flood, the dove here is a sign of 

peace. At the creation of the world, the Holy 

Spirit hovered above the newly-created waters 

and brought about life (Gen. 1, 2). So, today, 

too, at the baptism, he is poised over the wa-

ters of the Jordan and gives rise to the second 

birth of the new creation. 

 

At the left of the icon, Saint John the Forerun-

ner bends in humility and respect towards the 

person of the Messiah. He’s turned towards 

the Holy Spirit, who is descending ‘in the form 

of a dove’. His face is painted from the side, 

because of the supernatural manifestation of 

the Holy Spirit. His right-hand touches the 

head of Christ, while his left is held in an atti-

tude of supplication. His expression is austere 

and serious. His arms and legs are thin be-

cause ‘his food was locusts and wild hon-

ey’ (Matth. 3, 4). His face is somewhat gaunt 

and dark, to indicate the heat of the desert. 

His clothes are made of camel hair and 

cinched with a belt at the waist (Matth. 3, 4). 

 

Next to the Forerunner is an axe embedded 

into the branches of a tree. This is to repre-

sent the words of John as a prophet: ‘The axe 

is already at the root of the trees, and every 

tree that does not produce good fruit will be 

cut down and thrown into the fire’ (Matth. 3, 

10). This indicates divine justice, which is al-

ready with us and separates the productive 

trees from the unproductive. 

 

On the right of the icon are the angels. Their 

hands, which are stretched out to Christ, 

ready to serve him, are covered. A special 

piece of material or part of a robe covers their 

open palms which are in an attitude of suppli-

cation and, at the same time, show a willing-

ness to serve. 

 

The stark, light colors streaming down from 

the heavens and directed towards Christ, the 

Angels, and the Forerunner, ‘create the sa-

cred aura of a transcendental atmosphere ap-

propriate to an icon of the baptism, which is 

full of supernatural elements such as the ma-

jestic voice of the Father and the descent of 

the Holy Spirit’. 
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FOCUS ON PHILOPTOCHOS 

I n Humility: Birth of the King of Kings is the 

title of the St. Nicholas Sunday School Christ-

mas Pageant.  As usual, the students did a 

wonderful job sharing the nativity story with our 

St. Nicholas family.  Vasiliki Koutsis and Evan 

Repking narrated the story while the 4-year old 

preschool through 3rd grade represented the 

story on the soleas.  The 4th grade through 

High School students, along with the St. Nicho-

las Choir performed the music.  Thank you to 

the members of the St. Nicholas choir,      

Rosemary DeSanto (organist) and          

George Panagopoulos (choir director) for sup-

porting our students.   

The 2-3 year preschool classroom performed 

the finale Happy Birthday Jesus song.  We are 

so proud of all of our students!   

 

Save the date!! Sunday, February 5 the Sun-

day School will be hosting a Godparent/

Godchild luncheon immediately following litur-

gy.  Everyone is encouraged 

to bring their Godparents 

and/or Godchildren for an 

afternoon of fellow-

ship.  More information will 

be forthcoming in the weekly 

bulletin. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS   

Happy New Year to all!  

Hoping everyone enjoyed Christmas celebra-
tions with the ones you love.  If not in person, 
then through the mail or phone call to rejoice in 
our Savior’s birth. 

On December 5th and 6th St. Nicholas cele-
brated our beloved patron saint. Our ladies 
prepared well for receptions following the Di-
vine Liturgies. We served coffee with our as-
sorted pastry and fruit following Vespers. The 
following day we served a catered meal that all 
enjoyed.   

Our Philoptochos ladies did an outstanding job 
again preparing for our Christmas Dial-A-
Baklava. We had many orders to fill and were 
able to deliver all orders fully! Thank you ladies 
for always coming through!  

Our St. Nicholas Philoptochos Christmas party 
was enjoyed by many of our ladies and guests. 
Thank you very much to Priscilla Gogis and 
Minerva Zerlentes. Our hostesses had a raffle 
that raised money to donate to local food pan-
tries and homeless shelters in our area. 

On January 28th, our Philoptochos will be 
hosting our annual Greek cooking class and 

luncheon. Registration forms will be available 
soon. It is a an informative and fun way to 
learn different recipes up close and sample our 
delicious cuisine. 

In February, the ladies will be preparing for our 
Koulouma Drive-Thru which will be delivered 
on Sunday, February 26th following Divine Lit-
urgy. Order forms will be available soon. 

In closing, I would like to wish you all a very 
Happy, Healthy and Wonderful New Year! 

Blessings, 

Zoe Skopec 
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BIBLE STUDY Join us every 
Thursday at 11:30am for discus-
sions regarding Scripture as well 
as Aspects of Orthodoxy.  
 
STEWARDSHIP NOTE: As we start the new 
year, don’t forget to drop off or mail to the 
Church Office your Stewardship Pledge for 
2023. The form is on this Wonderworker and 
were mailed out with our calendars.  
 
HOSPITAL VISITS: If you have a relative in 
the hospital and would like Father Steve to 
visit them, please contact the church office at 
708/636-5460.  Due to patient privacy laws, 
hospitals can not disclose to clergy if there are 
any Greek Orthodox patients.  Thank you!  
 
AS A REMINDER, IN THIS TIME WHERE POSI-
TIVE COVID-19 CASES AND THE OMICRON 
VARIANT ARE RISING IN OUR REGION, WE 
ASK YOU TO BE EXTREMELY VIGILANT FOR 
YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THOSE 
AROUND YOU.  IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING 
THE DIVINE SERVICES, PLEASE TAKE THE 
PRECAUTION OF STAYING HOME IF YOU 
HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS BEFORE SERVICES. 
 
CHOIR BOOK DRIVE; Please continue to 
bring your books to benefit the church choir.  
They can be  dropped off on Sundays in the 
Narthex Children’s Room or the Church Office 
during the week. Any Parish Council member 
can assist  you. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6th is Holy Theophany 
and the blessing of the waters and a major 
feast day of the Church.  In the early Church, 
they also celebrated the Nativity of Christ at the 
same time.  Please attend the service to re-
ceive your bottle of Holy Water. 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 Philoptochos will 
be hosting their annual Cooking Class.  If you 
would like to attend, see any of the Philopto-
chos members to sign up.   
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5: Save the date for 
our Godparent / Godchild Luncheon. 
  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12: The Parish Council 
will offer their Super Bowl Squares game, 
which everyone can enjoy from the comfort of 
their home and have a chance to win some ex-
tra cash.  See our flyer where you can use our 
QR Code to purchase a square.   
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 The Parish Council 
will be hosting the Annual Apokreatiko Glendi. 
See flyer for more details.    
 
KOULOUMA DRIVE-THRU The ladies will be 
preparing Koulouma which will be available on 
Sunday, February 26th following Divine      
Liturgy. Order forms will be available soon. 
 
THANK YOU Thank you to our Sunday School 
and our Choir for presenting a beautiful and 
meaningful Christmas Pageant.  Once again, 
they show us the true meaning of Christmas.  
The Best just got Better!!  
 
WINTER OUTERWEAR FOR THOSE IN 
NEED: As the weather gets colder we should 
think of those who need warm outerwear and 
to support the Philoptochos's Annual outreach. 
Kindly donate coats, scarves, hat, gloves & 
socks in the box in Community Center Foyer. 
 
FOOD DONATIONS: The Pilgrim Faith Church 
Food Pantry helps provide for the communities 
of Alsip, Oak Lawn, Hometown, Worth, Bur-
bank, and Chicago Ridge.  They have request-
ed Instant Potatoes, Canned Chili, Pasta/Pasta 
Sauce, Rice A Roni, and Canned Fruit. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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O 
n December 11, 2022, Parish Council 
elections were held.  The following pa-
rishioners were elected to a two year 

term: Dino Anagnostopoulos, Georgia 
Christakes, Peter Coules, James Patsavas, 
Dorothy Pavlick, Thomas Pavlick, Paul Pitsou-

lakis, and George Vranas. 

They join fellow Council members with one 
year remaining on their term:  Thomas Baffes, 
Louie Buonaiuto, William Loupakos, George 
Manasses, Joseph Marchione, Tracey Fiffles-
Nusko and Dr. Peter A. Patsavas.  Thank you 
to our Board of Electors, Elaine Besbekos, 
Nick Lamnatos and James Orphan for your 
time and service in this important capacity. 

Are you ready for some football?  Our Super 
Bowl game board squares are available for 
$100 per square.  As this event will be virtual, 
the completed board will be emailed to all par-
ticipants before the game for all to follow the 
fun.  To purchase your square, please use the 
QR code on the enclosed flyer or call the 
church office.  

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us 
on Feburary 18th for our Apokreatiko Glendi.  
This is always a fun evening with delicious 
food, fellowship and dancing.  This year’s en-
tertainment will be provided by DJ Yianni. 
More details to follow shortly. 
 

Happy New Year to All!!  

Georgia Christakes 

The 2022 Fest was a success!!!   
 

We need to stock up for the 2023 Father's Day Festival 

 

We are accepting donations of: 

Olive oil for salads 

Paper towels for clean up 

Dawn dish soap - Blue 

 

You can give supplies to Board Members or bring to church office. 
 

We appreciate every DONATION 
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Vespers Celebrating the Feast Day of St. Nicholas   

The Sunday School Children got a        
special visit from St. Nicholas  

Our Youngest Sunday School Children  

Presvytera Pearlann teaching our       
youngest parishioners about Jesus. 
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Christmas Pageant 

Thank you to all the teachers, Sunday School students 
and choir for a beautiful Christmas Pageant! 
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BIBLE STUDY  
                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us every 

Thursday 

at 11:30 a.m. 
 

This class consists of  
discussions regarding Scripture as well as  

Aspects of Orthodoxy. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Join together  

for  

Bible Study  
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With a National Ministry assignment from the Me-
tropolis to fund the Archdiocese and Metropolis 
of $61,135 and an average commitment of 
around $800 per Steward, 32% or $250 of our 
average pledge goes to the Archdiocese. Worse 
for the long-term health of our Saint Nicholas 
Parish is that 52 of our Steward pledge less than 
the amount that goes to the Archdiocese leaving 
nothing of their pledge to fund our operating 
budget of Our Saint Nicholas. 
 

National Ministries $61,135 

Number of Stewards 237 

National Ministry Per Steward $258 

Number of Saint Nicholas Stewards be-
low National Ministry/steward commit-
ment 

 

52 

Projected Year End 

Number of Stewards 245 

National Ministry Per Steward $250 

Number of Saint Nicholas Stewards be-
low National Ministry/steward commit-
ment 

 

52 
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 2023 

2023 Stewardship Form  
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St. Nicholas Church - Stewards as of December 15, 2022 

 Fr. Stephen & Presv. Pearlann Bithos 

 Michael & Elaine Alexander 

 Joan Allenopoulos 

 Dino & Christine  Anagnostopoulos 

 Katherine Angelos 

 James & JoAnn Antonopoulos 

 James R. & Megan Antonopoulos 

 Constantine & Helen Apostolopoulos 

 Dean & Ann Ashford 

 Samantha Baffes 

 Tom & Jane  Baffes 

 William & Joan  Baffes 

 Elaine Ballas 

 Stella Ballas 

 Martha Bardouniotis 

 John & Sandra Beris 

 Elaine Besbekos 

 Katherine Biesiada 

 Angeline Bithos 

 Michael Boike 

 Helen  Bourbulas 

 David & Georgia Braden 

 Peter A. & Tina Buhelos 

 Louie & Ellen Buonaiuto 

 Constantine Carrigan 

 Brian & Caroline Cesak 

 Wilfred & Lauren Chapleau 

 Constance Chionis 

 Dr. Nicholas & Melanie Chionis 

 Lisa  Chionis 

 Chris G. & Jeanette Christakes 

 Georgia Christakes 

 Giannoula Christakos 

 Angeline Christou 

 Michael & Inge Chronos 

 Petroula Chronos 

 Katherine Coules 

 Lanie Coules 

 Peter & Denise Coules, Jr. 

 George & Tasia Dakuras 

 Nicholas & Amelia D'Andrea 

 Dean & Georgia Danos 

 Dr. George & Angie Danos 

 Georgia V. Danos 

 Peter & Penelope Danos 

 George P. & Annamarie Darlas 

 Gus & Voula Demetracopoulos 

 Voula Demos 

 Donn & Rosemary DeSanto 

 Helen Dimas 

 Theodore & Kristle Dimiropoulos 

 Dimitri Dimizas 

 Peter & Kalliroi Dimizas 

 Charles & Marian Dinolfo 

 Thomas & Amanda  Djikas 

 Franco & Dena Domma 

 James N. & Catherine Economos 

 Constantin & Stavroula Economou 

 Isaura Ellis 

 Brendan & Victoria Feeney 

 Evan & Julie Fiffles 

 Mark & Cathy Fiffles 

 Richard & Kelly Finlay 

 Leo & Nikole Galanes 

 Stamatis & Doreen Galanes 

 Tanya Galanes 

 Jerry Galatis  

 Sharon Gans 
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 Demetrios & Evmorfia Gatsinos 

 Paul & Paula George 

 Ivan Georgelos 

 Valerie Georgelos 

  Anna Gertos - Deceased 

 Maria Gertos 

 Nikolaos & Maria Giannakakis 

 Vasiliki Giannakopoulos 

 Ellen Giaouris 

 Alex & Irene Gikas 

 James & Particia Gikas 

 Priscilla Gogis 

 Artemis Golzar 

 Michael & Paris Gulino 

 Candice Gunderson 

 Dr. Eve. Gushes 

 Noel & Kanella Hastalis 

 Alejandro & Vlamakis Hernandez 

 Peter (Deceased) & Fani Hondros 

 Peter & Deborah Hristakos 

 George Jovanes 

 John Jovanes 

 George & Pauline Kallas 

 Lambrini Kaporis 

 Bessie Karabis 

 Nicholas & Maria Karnavas 

 Nicholas & Karrie  Karopulos 

 William & Irene Karopulos 

 John & Donna Kastellorizios 

 Nickoleta Kastros 

 Anthony & Katherine Kavouris 

 Patrick & Christina Skopec Kelly 

 Chris & Niki Kemperas 

 Peter & Eugenia Kioussis 

 George & Litsa Klioris 

 John & Kelly Koliopoulos 

 Dr. Vasilios & Roseann Kondellas 

 Antony & Diane Kontos 

 Frank & Zoe Kopanis 

 Fay Kopanitsanos 

 Sophia Kopanitsanos 

 Kathy Kopitas 

 Frank & Stacy Koutsis 

 Theresa Kubiak 

 Faye & Nicholas Lack 

 Frank & Katena Lagouros 

 Niki Lambros 

 Nicholas C. Lamnatos 

 Richard & Nicki Kastelliorizios  

 Lee  Bill & Arelly Les 

 Peter & Daniella Les 

 Janet Loukos 

 Steve & Lynn Loulousis 

 Paul & Wanita Loupakos 

 William & Roxanna Loupakos 

 Connie Loutris 

 Steven & Helen Makropoulos 

 John & Pat Malfas 

 George & Mary Manasses 

 Tasia Manasses 

 Elaine Maniatis 

 Nicholas J. Maniatis 

 Joseph & Dr. Christina Marchione 

 Michael  Marchione 

 Tess McDermott 

 Michael & Mary McGill 

 Richard & Maria McGuire 

 Timothy & Alexis Koliopoulos McKeagh 

 Peter & Marge Mehas 

 Paul & Nicoletta Melnik 

 Daniel & Demetra Katsianis Mendoza                                       

Dorothy Miller 



24 

 

 Alan & Millie Molesky 

 Maria Monzures 

 Michael A.& Elaine Mulcahy 

 Jeffrey & Tracey Nusko 

 James Orphan 

 James & Michele Otte 

 Dina Panagakis 

 Peter & Konstantina Panagiotaros 

 Markos & Fani Panagiotopoulos 

 George Panagopoulos 

 Randy & Demitra Panagopoulos 

 George & Anastasia Panou 

 Katherine Pantazes 

 Emanuel Papadopoulos 

 Maria Papadopoulos 

 Dimitrios & Oana Flamand Papapetrou 

 Panagiotis & Anna Papasideris 

 Andrew & Paula Pappas 

 Bill & Fay Pappas 

 Constantine & Alyssa Pappas 

 George G. & Christine Pappas 

 Gust J. & Dimitra Pappas 

 Michael & Bernadette Pappas 

 Nikolaos & Antonia Pappas 

 Nicholas & Anna Paramboukas 

 Dr. Peter A. & Pamela M. Patsavas 

 James & Carol  Patsavas 

 Thomas & Dorothy Pavlick 

 Nicholas & Jacklyn Perakis 

 Angelo P. Petros 

 Peter & Betty Petros 

 Marina Pitsoulakis 

 Paul & Dianne Pitsoulakis 

 Maria & Ernie Pudliner 

 Christine Rackos 

 Woula Ralle 

 Rick & Tina Repking 

 George J. & Karen Rogiokos 

 James & Anna Rogiokos 

 John & Vasiliki Rosales 

 Brian & Stephanie Rosasco 

 Kathy Roupas 

 Elizabeth  Sagris 

 Dr Michael & Evangeline Samborski 

 Georgia Sarlas 

 Dr. Peter & Nancy Savas 

 Patrick & Alexandra Savas 

 Tina Savas 

 Dr. Keith & Dr. Anne Schiable 

 Frances Shizas 

 Sharon Sinadinos 

 Kathy & Theodore (Deceased) Skaltsas 

 Frank & Christine Skiadopoulos 

 Peter Skiadopoulos 

 Marc & Zoe Skopec 

 Antonios & Pamela Skordas 

 Robert & Susan Smith 

 Cynthia Sofus 

 Demetrios Sotirakos 

 Dr. Antoinette Sperelakis  

        & Kenneth Caniglia 

 Christine Spiros 

 Maria Stamas 

 Nikolaos & Eleni Stathopoulos 

 Chris L. Stefanos 

 Chris P. Stefanos, Sr. 

 Elaine Stefanos 

 Renee & Edward Steffan 

 Mark & Corin Stern 

 Constantine & Georgia Stoes 
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We thank all our parishioners who  

offered gifts of time, talent and treasure,       

during the year 2022.  

Please continue to support our beloved  

St. Nicholas Church in 2023.  

 

We have also made on-line giving  

available on our church website.  

http://www.stnicholasil.org  

for one-time and periodic giving. 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  

If you have pledged in 2022 and have not 
completed your pledge, we encourage you to 
send us your payment in 2023.  Also, if you 
intended to pledge in 2022 and forgot, you 

can still make that commitment in 2023        
for last year.   

We thank all of our committed Stewards for 
their love and support of our beloved                          

St. Nicholas Parish.   

 James Stoes 

 Tom Stoes 

 Carey & Elaine Sunderlage 

 Dimitrios & Alexandra Svigos 

 Tony & Effie Tablis 

 Anna Toscas 

 Hon.  Mychal John Toscas 

 Hon. John Z. & Antoinette Toscas 

 Kathy Toscas 

 Margo Toscas 

 Michelle Toscas 

 Zeno J. Toscas 

 Robert & Nicolette Trobaugh 

 Elias & Rachel Rogers Tsapaliaris 

 Spiro & Jenny Tzivas 

 Harry & Tina Tzouanopoulos 

 Georgios & Jamie Vamvakas 

 Nick & Donna Vamvakas 

 Vasiliki Vamvakas 

 George & Tara Vranas 

 Kulla Vranas 

 Helen Wilson 

 Michael & Terri  Winkler 

 Zachary & Diedre Wyman 

 Goldie Xirafakis 

 Charles Zabran  

 Minerva Zerlentes 

 Mark & Deborah Zuganelis 

 

Mail or drop off your  

2023 Stewardship form to: 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

http://www.stnicholasil.org
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   Church Staf f  

 
 Parish Priest/Editor:    Fr. Stephen Bithos 

 

 Parish Council President:  Georgia Christakes  

 

 Vice President:    Tom Pavlick  

 

 Treasurer:     George Vranas 

 Asst. Treasurer:    George Manasses 

            

 Secretary:    Dorothy Pavlick 

 

 Parish Adminstrator:   Dr. Peter A. Patsavas 

 

 Parish Council Members: 

    Dino Anagnostopoulos Louie Buonauito         

Joseph Marchione  Tom Baffes 

 Tracey Fiffles-Nusko   Peter Coules   

 Paul Pitsoulakis   James Patsavas  

 Bill Loupakos 

 St. Nicholas  

 

 Philoptochos President:  Zoe Skopec 

 

 Sunday School Directors:  Dr. Peter A. Patsavas 

     Presvytera Pearlann Bithos 

     Helen Apostolopoulos 

 

 Chanter:    Louis Anast 

 

 Choir Director:   George Panagopoulos 

 Church Organist  Rosemary DeSanto 

   

 Missions &  

    Evangelism Director:   Fr. Stephen 

 

 HOPE/JOY Advisor:    Paula Giaouris George 

 HOPE/JOY Advisor:  Tina Repking  

 

 GOYA Advisor:     Georgia Danos 

 

 S.O.N. Bookstore:  Diane Kontos   
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St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Phone: 708-636-5460  

Email: saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.stnicholasil.org/ 

Fr. Stephen Bithos, Parish Priest 

http://www.stnicholasil.org/
http://www.stnicholasil.org/

