
  

 

The Wonderworker 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

From the Desk of Fr.  Stephen  

Beloved Parishioners,  

 

A 
s we come together at this time of year – a 

time for family and friends – it is good for 

us to also spend some time reflecting on 

the “reason for the season” – Jesus Christ, the 

Lord! It is important that we welcome Him to our 

homes and to our celebrations, remembering 

that, as Christians, we celebrate this day not as a 

secular holiday, but as a proclamation of our faith 

that God so loved the world that He sent His only 

Son and that the Word became flesh of the Virgin 

Mary and dwells among us.  In a world that wants 

to make Christmas only about presents, food, 

Santa Claus, and self-indulgence, we, as Ortho-

dox Christians must not be ashamed to profess 

our Faith: Christmas is about the Incarnation of 

the Lord and our salvation history.  We are not 

ashamed to say “Merry Christmas.”  We are not 

ashamed to send out “religious” Christmas cards, 

which celebrate his birth to our friends and family 

members.  We are not ashamed to have the 

“Manger Scene” in front of our homes, in our 

homes, and in our streets.  We are not ashamed 

to give witness to Jesus in the midst of so many 

counter-testimonies.  Let us be proud to be disci-

ples and lovers of Jesus. It is our faith that can 

bring to all a spirit of joy as we celebrate His birth! 

 

As we ready ourselves for the celebration of Je-

sus’ birth, putting up the tree, doing the baking 

and cooking, going shopping and wrapping the 

gifts, decorating the house with lights, and all the 

other many things that go into making this such a 

special family time of year with our own cultural 

traditions, it is good for us to remember that the 

best preparation for us to acquire is to have con-

fession so that we can properly receive Christ in 

the Eucharist at our Christmas Liturgy.  I invite all 

of you to take advantage of scheduling a confes-

sion and receive God’s merciful love and for-

giveness in this wonderful sacrament. Come to 

Christmas Vespers on December 24th and the 

Divine Liturgy on Christmas day to praise and 

thank God for the gift of His Son Jesus.  Bring 

someone with you who perhaps has not been to 

Church for a while or just needs a ride!  It is my 

hope to be able to greet each of you following our 

services. 

 

To each and every family of our beloved parish, I 

extend warm greetings and I pray that the infant 

Jesus born in that small manger in a cave in the 

City of Bethlehem will bring to each of you the 

blessing of health, joy, and prosperity during the 

Christmas season. 

 

Also, be assured that each of you is in my pray-

ers and thoughts this holy season, and my wish is 

that your hearts may know the joy of the pres-

ence of the new Born King.  May the Virgin Mary 

and her Infant Son, Jesus, the King of Peace, fill 

your hearts and lives, and homes with blessings 

at Christmas and throughout the New Year! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Grace-filled 

New Year!  God bless you! 

 

Christ is born – glorify Him! 

Father Stephen Bithos 
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The Incarnation in the 
Trenches 

By Petros Panagiotopoulos – Professor,  
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

   

Christmas 1914. The trenches. A different 
kind of cease-fire 

T 
he first Christmas of the War arrived 

and many people began to believe 

that it wasn’t going to end any time 

soon [Initially, the common perception was 

‘It’ll all be over by Christmas’.] And this, in-

deed, was the case: the bloodbath lasted 

four years in all. It may be that this feast of 

Christmas was to leave its mark not only on 

that war but, perhaps on the whole of human 

history, too. It was, alas, one of the very few 

moments when people were prepared to stop 

behaving like beasts and find their humanity 

again. In other words, in the absurdity of frat-

ricide, they discovered the purpose for which 

they’d been made. 

 

On both sides of the hostilities, men were 

fighting (what irony!) who believed in the 

same God, the God of peace… And, unfortu-

nately, it wasn’t the first time that this had 

happened, nor would it be the last. The 

‘logical’ thing would have been for the mili-

tary superiors to agree on some form of a 

cease-fire. However, this was not felt to be 

advisable. And so the ‘inferiors’ took it upon 

themselves. The last became the first. 

 

Of course, the signs were there earlier. As 

some of the participants have testified, on 

the front in Northern France in particular, 

there was a feeling that the ‘enemy’ shared 

the same sentiments: hardships, fear, des-

pair, frustration, and boredom. And from time 

to time there was a tacit agreement on the 

part of both sides to stop the bombardments, 

to arrange brief, unofficial cease-fires to bury 

the dead (and exchange cigarettes). On 

these occasions, repairs were made to the 

redoubts and it was possible to take better 

care of the wounded. The High Commands 

were aware of this, of course, and felt dis-

tinctly uneasy. This is why they gave strict 

orders to officers to restrict and forbid any 

signs of ‘ultimate betrayal’. 

 

The truth is that in the period in the run-up to 

Christmas, some particularly devastating bat-

tles (such as that on the Ypres salient) gave 

rise to official cease-fires so that the dead 

could be buried. But when, on December 7, 

Pope Benedict XV called for ‘A Cease-Fire in 

the Name of God the suggestion fell on deaf 

ears. The ‘warlike spirit of the forces had to 

be maintained. Only small gifts were allowed 

through to the front from home, in order to 

raise morale and spirits. 

But on that evening, the protagonists briefly 

changed the course of history and regained 

their lost humanity. Evidence tends to sug-

gest that it all started from the German lines, 

when the troops there began to sing carols, 

and, in particular, ‘Silent Night’ which was 
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written originally in German, but had become 

well-known in other languages as well. The 

opposing forces were not exactly far away 

from each other and the carol-singing of the 

‘enemy’ could be heard loud and clear. So, it 

was not long before the other side respond-

ed. ‘Silent Night’ rang out in English and 

French, making it a truly ‘Holy Night. Soon 

each side sang a carol of its own and waited 

for the others to applaud. This lasted for 

some time. Things then took a sudden turn, 

or, perhaps we should say, they immediately 

returned to normal. 

 

From both sides of the battlefield, men left 

their dank trenches and hurried out to meet 

each other in No Man’s Land. In the begin-

ning, there were only a few but everyone 

soon plucked up the courage. The first to 

take the risk saw that nobody shot at them 

and, that, on the contrary, they were greeted 

with handshakes and hugs. They called to 

their more hesitant comrades to come out as 

well. There was no need for white flags or 

anything else of the kind- they had the carols 

with them. They ‘left the dead to bury their 

dead and went out to encounter Life. 

 

Quite spontaneously they began to exchange 

presents and sing, arm in arm. When dawn 

began to break, they posed for photographs. 

The whole of the next day was spent drinking 

together, laughing, and, as far as possible, 

talking about their families and the war. And 

they managed to do so. The great things in 

life don’t need to be translated. It’s been writ-

ten that they even played a football match, 

though this can’t actually be confirmed. Per-

haps it’s more likely that there would have 

been some good-natured jostling, which is 

what men sometimes do when they’re unable 

to express their happiness properly. It’s also 

true that fraternizing was not a general phe-

nomenon. At other places on the front, they 

continued to exchange fire, rather than gifts. 

 

The news spread quickly. It was certainly not 

welcome among the generals nor those who 

continued to see only the enemy across the 

lines. In other words, it didn’t please ‘the 

dead’ we mentioned above. Fears increased 

that there would be a general mutiny, which 

would empty the trenches and so the threats 

against those who would attempt anything 

similar in the future were made many times 

starker. 

 

It appears that these ploys worked very ef-

fectively. The enemy was successfully de-

monized and any thoughts of fraternization 

were expunged. The war continued relent-

lessly and the grim reaper continued to cut 

down the flower of the youth of Europe and 

its colonies (for we shouldn’t forget that, in 

this war, the colonies enjoyed full rights to 

death). 

 

There was never again a cease-fire from 

those below- or at least not that we know of. 

The story was kept alive, however, in the 

minds and souls of those who experienced it 

and those whom it touched. And it’s living 

proof of God’s incarnation. 
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Liturgical Schedule of Services - December 
 

Monday, 5th,  7:00 pm Vespers for Saint Nicholas 

Tuesday, 6th,  8:30 am Orthros/Liturgy  – Feast of Saint Nicholas 

Monday, 12th,  8:00 am Orthros and Liturgy (at) Saint Spyridon 

Saturday, 17th,  8:00 am Orthros and Liturgy (at) Saints Constantine & Helen for 

   St. Dionysios of Zakynthos  

Friday, 23rd,  9:30 am Royal Hours of Christmas 

                     CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY 

Saturday, 24th,  9:30 am Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

                   24th,  5:00 pm Great Vespers of Christmas 

Sunday, 25th,  9:30 am Orthros and Divine Liturgy -  Christmas morning 

Tuesday 27th,  9:30 am Orthros and Divine Liturgy - Feast of Saint Stephen 

**** 

Liturgical Schedule of Services - January 

Sunday, 1st,  9:30 am Orthros and Divine Liturgy - Saint Basil 

Thursday, 5th  8:30 am Royal Hours 

        9:30 am Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil and Blessing of the Waters. 

Friday, 6th  8:30 am Orthros/Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Waters. 

Saturday, 7th  8:30 am Divine Liturgy - Synaxis of St. John the Baptist 

Tuesday,  17th  8:30 am Divine Liturgy - Saint Anthony 

Saturday, 21st  8:30 am Divine Liturgy - Saint Maximos  

Monday, 30th  8:30 am Divine Liturgy-Three Hierarch   
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Nun-Martyr Eugenia of Rome - 
Commemorated December 24th 

 

T 
he Holy Martyr Eugenia, was a Ro-

man by birth. She lived at Alexan-

dria, where her father Philip was sent 

by the emperor Commodus (180-192) to be 

Prefect of Egypt. 

Eugenia received a 

fine upbringing and 

was noted for her 

beauty and good 

disposition. Many 

illustrious youths 

sought her hand, 

but she did not 

wish to marry any-

one, for she was 

determined to preserve her virginity. 

Providentially, she became acquainted with 

the Epistles of the Apostle Paul. She yearned 

with all her soul to become a Christian but 

kept this a secret from her parents. At that 

time, Christians were banished from Alexan-

dria by the command of the emperor. Wish-

ing to learn more about Christian teachings, 

she asked permission to visit one of the fami-

ly estates outside the city, supposedly to en-

joy the countryside. She left in the company 

of her two servants Protus and Hyacinthus, 

dressed in men’s clothes. She and her com-

panions were baptized at a certain monas-

tery by Bishop Elias (July 14), who learned 

about her in a vision. He blessed her to pur-

sue asceticism at the monastery disguised 

as the monk Eugene. 

 

Through her ascetic labors, Saint Eugenia 

acquired the gift of healing. Once, a rich 

young woman named Melanthia turned to 

her for help. Seeing “Eugene,” this woman 

burned with an impure passion, and when 

she was spurned, she falsely accused the 

saint of attempted rape. Saint Eugenia came 

to trial before the Prefect of Egypt (her fa-

ther), and she was forced to reveal her se-

cret. 

After a while they all accepted holy Baptism. 

But Philip, after being denounced by pagans, 

was dismissed from his post. The Alexandri-

an Christians chose him as their bishop. The 

new Prefect, fearing the wrath of the people, 

did not dare to execute Philip openly, but 

sent assassins to kill him. They inflicted 

wounds upon Saint Philip while he was pray-

ing, from which he died three days later. 

Saint Claudia went to Rome with her sons, 

daughter, and her servants. Saint Eugenia 

continued with monastic life, bringing many 

young women to Christ. Claudia built a wan-

derers’ hostel and aided the poor. After sev-

eral peaceful years, the emperor Galienus 

(260-268) intensified the persecution against 

Christians, and many of them found refuge 

with Saints Claudia and Eugenia. 

Basilla, an orphaned Roman girl of imperial 

lineage, heard about the Christians and Saint 

Eugenia. She sent a trusted servant to the 

saint asking her to write her a letter explain-

ing Christian teachings. Saint Eugenia sent 

her friends and co-ascetics, Protus and Hya-

cinthus, who enlightened Basilla, and she 

accepted holy Baptism. 
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Basilla’s servant then told her fiancé Pompey 

that his betrothed had become a Christian. 

Pompey then complained to the emperor 

against the Christians for preaching celibacy 

and denouncing idolatry. Basilla refused to 

enter into marriage with Pompey, and so 

they killed her with a sword. 

They dragged Saints Protus and Hyacinthus 

into a temple to make them sacrifice to the 

idols, but just as they entered, the idol fell 

down and was shattered. The holy Martyrs 

Protus and Hyacinthus were beheaded. They 

also brought Saint Eugenia to the temple of 

Diana by force, but she had not even entered 

it, when the pagan temple collapsed with its 

idol. 

They threw the holy martyr into the Tiber with 

a stone about her neck, but the stone be-

came untied and she remained unharmed. 

She also remained unscathed in the fire. 

Then they cast her into a pit, where she re-

mained for ten days. During this time the 

Savior, Himself appeared to her and said that 

she would enter into the heavenly Kingdom 

on the day He was born. When this radiant 

Feast came, the executioner put her to death 

with a sword. After her death, Saint Eugenia 

appeared to her mother to tell her before-

hand the day of her own death.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Easter is the brightest of the 
Christian feasts, Christmas is 

the most moving!  
By Archimandrite Elisaios, Abbot of the Holy 

Monastery of Simonos Petras. 

 

T 
he prophets in the Old Testament 

foretold the event, the New Testa-

ment describes it in terms of unsur-

passed conciseness, the holy fathers and 

theologians delve into its content in incompa-

rable fashion, the hymnographers and com-

posers have woven superlative hymns of 

praise, authors have written exceptional nar-

ratives, stories and poetry, philosophers 

have been inspired by the mystery, while lay 

piety has experienced it through worship, tra-

ditions, and customs. All of this comes to-

gether and represents an untold, precious 

treasury regarding ‘the mystery concealed 

from the ages’, but which is in the posses-

sion of all people, of the whole world, and of 

each and every person separately. The key 

to finding this treasure is simply our willing-

ness to search. 

 

Of course, the secularization of our times has 

detracted from the essential nature of the 

feast, has broken the link between the events 

of the festive period and their sacramental 

source, and so the ecclesiastical content and 

meaning of Christmas have been overshad-

owed. And yet, for those who want to experi-

ence Christmas in a spiritual way and love 

doing so, or who cleanse their heart with the 

pure and spotless meaning of the hymns, the 

advent of Christmas is always a ‘here and 

now. Such people always anticipate and long 

to hear both the message of the angels: 

‘Behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which 

is for all the people, that today a Savior has 

been born to you, who is Christ the Lord, in 
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the city of David’; and, at the same time, the 

praise is sung to God: “Glory to God in the 

highest and on earth peace, goodwill among 

people. Everyone wants to open their heart, 

without hesitation or thoughts of doubt, to im-

itate the shepherds, to recognize the voice of 

the angels, to submit to the divine message, 

to run and venerate our great God as a poor 

infant, as a new-born child, in a lowly man-

ger.  

 

The soul that longs for God is also willing to 

hear, to enter more deeply into the mystery, 

and to attend to the voice of Saint John 

Chrysostom when he says: ‘Today He Who 

is, is born and becomes what He was not. As 

God, He has become human, though not de-

parting from His being as God. He became 

human not by departing from His divinity, nor 

through any increase did He become God 

from being human. As the Word, He became 

flesh, His nature, because of impassability, 

the truest birth of Christ takes place within 

our hearts, as our Holy Fathers experienced 

it, described it, and passed it on to us. ‘The 

Word of God, Who was then born in the flesh 

in Bethlehem, is, out of love for us, willingly 

born in the Spirit for those who desire this. 

And He becomes an infant and takes shape 

within them through the virtues. And He ap-

pears inasmuch as the person concerned is 

able to see Him. Seeing the power of this 

mystery, Saint Paul says: “Jesus Christ, the 

same yesterday, today and unto the ages”, 

because he knows that the mystery is always 

new and never grows old when it’s experi-

enced in the intellect’ (Saint Maximos the 

Confessor). 

 

In one of his talks, Elder Aimilianos of Simo-

nos Petras said: ‘Today it’s as if we our-

selves are being born. After death from the 

Fall, Christ gives birth today to all of us. It’s 

the beginning of our true life, the beginning of 

our spiritual persona, of our eternal life. 

Through His birth, Christ, in a way, gives 

birth to and personifies His capacities, the 

fruits of His spirit: humility, faith, joy, peace, 

self-denial, sacrifice, selflessness, reconcilia-

tion, righteousness, mercy and, above all, 

love, all the gifts that Saint Paul refers to. 

And all these qualities are personified in 

Christ. 

 

But our incarnate God gives to all of us the 

opportunity to give birth to these virtues: 

faith, joy, hope, peace, reconciliation, self-

lessness, sacrifice, fraternity, tolerance, right-

eousness, and, above all, love which is long-

suffering, doesn’t envy, is comely, forgets 

injury, shares and rejoices in the happiness 

of others, is tolerant, trusting, hopeful in all 

things and patient in all things. Love will nev-

er fail. With Christ’s coming to earth, the vir-

tues, particularly faith, hope, salvation, love, 

repose, and eternity now have a name which 

is none other than ‘Lord Jesus Christ. He 

Himself is our hope, our being. 

 

In a topical article, Archimandrite Theodosios 

Manolis, an oncologist, and theologian say 

that we cannot ‘speak about Christmas if we 

cut out from our lives the essential meaning 

of the incarnation, which is love. A love 

that… has nothing to do with the matter, but 

with the heart. It has nothing to do with mon-

ey but with the experience of faith. As was 

the case with the little girl in the story of “Gift 

to Christ”, who had nothing else to give the 

newborn Christ in the manger except some 

poor, dried-up twigs, which were, however, 

the most important gifts He received that 

day. 
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Finally, the most tangible expression of the 

experience of the Nativity of Christ is elo-

quently articulated in the katavasia of the 

ninth ode of the Christmas canon: ‘I see a 

strange and wondrous mystery. Heaven- the 

cave; the Cherubic throne- the Virgin; the 

manger- the place where Christ, the uncon-

tainable God lay, Whom we magnify in 

praise’. 

 

Our participation in this mystery presupposes 

our zeal, our love, our giving, our persistence 

in the struggle, our effort, and our patience in 

trials. ‘Nature labored’ it says. And Christ 

was born. So it is that we come into the world 

through the pains of labor. Without effort and 

pain, it’s not possible for a soul to exist. 

Christ is continually being born. He’s born 

within the darkness of the passions of the 

soul, within the silence of the heart, because 

no one can know the struggle, the contest, 

the anxiety, and the cries which are emitted 

from the heart so that Christ can be born 

there. Night and day. No one can know the 

desire of the soul, the prayer ‘Lord Jesus 

Christ, come and abide in us, can know the 

strange wonder worked in people, which is 

accomplished by the grace of the incarnate 

Christ. 

 

Dear readers, may Christ be born every day 

in people’s hearts. 

 

We’ve all heard the unique, glad tidings of 

the coming of the Messiah, the completion of 

the plan of divine dispensation through the 

incarnation of the Savior of the world. We’ve 

all received the invitation to venerate the di-

vine Infant. We’re all called. Those who ex-

perience the mystery with fervor become 

God’s elect, ‘children for adoption. 

 

And from the day in history when Christ was 

born until our own, mostly ill-omened time, 

it’s the saints who’ve been God’s elect. The 

saints, who always humbly venerated Christ 

and constantly, through painful struggles, as-

ceticism, and prayer, cleansed the cave of 

their hearts, so that they could give birth to 

Christ and then bear Him. Their desire, their 

life, and their example show us the way, the 

manner, and the experience of the supernat-

ural wonder, they open to us the gates of 

Eden and reveal to us the delights of Para-

dise ‘within the cave’. 

 

If in the days and years in which we live, 

Christ is born within our hearts, the wish for 

‘Many Happy Returns’ is good, full of mean-

ing, and worth making. 

 

Merry Christmas and an auspicious New 

Year. 
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PARISH REGISTRY 

October & November 

 

 WEDDINGS 

  Alexis Koliopoulos & Timothy McKehoe 

  Christina Skopec & Patrick Kelly 

  Corin Tablis & Mark Stern 

 

 BAPTISMS  

  Child of Zachary Taylor Wyman & Diedre Mary (Pappas) 

  Child of Zeno John Toscas & Caitlin Miller  

  Child of Brian Rosasco & Stephanie (Loupakos) 

  Child of Elias & Rachel Tsapaliaris 

 

 MEMORIALS  

   6 month - Anna Gertos 

  40 yr.  - Angelo Angelos 

  40 days – Kathy Carrigan 

  40 days – Theodoros Skaltsas 

  10 yrs. – Marilyn Gushes 

  37 yrs. – Thomas Gushes 

  33 yrs. – Fr. Alexios (Bill) Gushes 

     1 yr. – Georgia Stamat 

     1yr. – Pat Savas 

     1yr. – Frank Lulias  

     5yr. – Chris Sarlas 

   40 days – Emmanuel Stoes 

 

 FUNERALS 

  Theodore Skaltsas 

 

 



10 

 

The Birth of Christ:  
Historical and Theological Facts  
and how they have sometimes  

been Distorted  
By Fr. Sotirios Athanasoulias 

 

T 
he event of the Birth of Christ as de-

scribed in the Holy Gospels was ac-

companied by supernatural signs, 

such as the doxology of the angels (‘Glory to 

God in the Highest’); the appearance of the 

angel to the shepherds, the ‘glory of the Lord’ 

which encompassed the shepherds in Beth-

lehem; and the star which guided the Magi to 

the Infant, the veneration by the Magi. It 

would be strange if we expected scientific 

research to confirm these events, which 

transcend natural boundaries. However, cer-

tain groups of people who are hostile to 

Christianity and have garbed themselves in 

the robes of science have attempted to ex-

plain some of these events as being natural, 

the aim being to strip the events of Christ’s 

Birth of any supernatural content. 

 

So it is that some people claim that the star 

which guided the Magi was a natural phe-

nomenon of the time, in other words an 

‘alignment of planets’, perhaps Jupiter or 

Pluto or Jupiter and Venus which coincided 

at that time and was therefore quite a lot 

brighter than the rest of the stars. Apart from 

the fact that such explanations are not ac-

cepted by the scientific community at large, 

they also don’t explain the events as de-

scribed in the Bible and which raise pertinent 

questions such as how this ‘alignment’ led 

people over such large distances; how it dis-

appeared and then re-appeared when the 

Magi arrived at Herod’s court; and how long 

this ‘alignment’ lasted. From the Biblical text, 

it can be understood that, led by the star, the 

Magi travelled for two years to reach the In-

fant. This is how Herod determined the time 

(Matth. 2, 7) and ordered the slaughter of the 

innocents in Bethlehem who were under two 

years old (2, 16). It’s significant that accord-

ing to the holy text, the veneration of the Ma-

gi took place not in the cave in Bethlehem, 

but in the house where the child was, with 

Mary His mother (2, 11). It may be that the 

interpretation of Saint Theofylaktos, that the 

star was actually an ‘angelic power’ guiding 

the Magi, is more reasonable than the 

‘scientific’ theories as outlined above. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Establishment of the  
Feast of Christmas 

 

I 
t’s true that Biblical tradition hasn’t pre-

served the exact date of the Birth of 

Christ. Scripture provides no certain infor-

mation regarding the season when Christ 

was born. The idea we have in our heads, 
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with the snow and the cold, are of later, 

Western, provenance and aren’t supported 

by the texts. The cave was probably a rough 

shelter for the Mother of God and Joseph ra-

ther than protection from the cold. By the 

same token, the manger was used as a 

place to lay the babe (a cradle) rather than a 

way of keeping Him warm. Snowfall isn’t rec-

orded, nor rain, storms or cold, all of which 

would have been unusual in that region. The 

reference to shepherds keeping watch by 

night (Luke, 2, 8) seems to indicate a differ-

ent season. Efforts to date the Nativity on the 

basis of the conception of Saint John the 

Baptist and the time when Zachariah was in 

office in the temple haven’t led to any reliable 

conclusions. Essentially, the precise date of 

the Nativity is unknown to us. 

 

This didn’t prevent the Church from estab-

lishing a specific day in honor of this great 

event, since the point is the honor being paid 

rather than the actual date. According to 

some scholars, the first references to the cel-

ebration of the Birth of Christ are to be found 

in texts by Pope Telesphorus (125-136 A. 

D.). Clearer information is provided by texts 

from the 3rd century, though this doesn’t 

mean that the Church didn’t celebrate the 

event earlier than that, even though the con-

ditions of the time made any celebration diffi-

cult, because of the ongoing persecutions of 

Christians. What is historically certain is that, 

in the East, in the 3rd century, the Nativity 

was celebrated with the Baptism on 6 Janu-

ary. The event was given the name 

‘Theophany’, meaning ‘the feast of the mani-

festation of God’, though ‘Theophany’ has 

more to do with the Nativity than the Bap-

tism, since it was then that God appeared in 

the flesh (I Tim. 3, 16). In the West, the Na-

tivity was celebrated on December 25, the 

day when pagans worshipped the natural 

sun. The reason why the Birth was celebrat-

ed on this day is obvious: Christians wanted 

to proclaim to everyone that the created sun 

had no divine capacity and was merely 

something made by the true Sun of Right-

eousness. There are clear references in the 

hymns of the Church to Christ as the Sun of 

Righteousness. Gradually, the celebration of 

the Nativity on December 25 also gained 

ground in the East, aided by the contribution 

of the Fathers of the Church, Basil the Great 

and Gregory the Theologian. 

 

It should be noted that celebrating the great 

feasts on the occasion of stages of the life of 

Christ is entirely in keeping with the letter 

and spirit of Holy Scripture. In the Old Testa-

ment, events when God intervened miracu-

lously to save His people are celebrated. The 

Lord Himself urged His disciples to keep up 

the ‘remembrance’ of His Passion (Luke 22, 

19-20). The great feasts of the Lord were es-

tablished on the model of the ‘remembrance’ 

of Christ’s Passion and Resurrection. Re-

garding the Nativity, the evidence in the New 

Testament is clear that the angels hymned 

the event, praising God and singing: ‘glory to 

God in the highest and on earth peace’ (Luke 

2, 13-14). This was obviously a decisive fac-

tor in the decision of the ancient Church to 

establish a celebration for the Birth of Christ. 
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A New Tradition at Saint Nicholas 

 

O 
ur Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Nicholas has begun a new tradi-
tion with regards to blessing couples who were married in the Ortho-
dox Christian Church. On the third Sunday of every month Father 

Stephen will invite all couples married in that particular month to come up to 
the Solea after Divine Liturgy so that he can offer a prayer of blessing and 
protection for those couples. If you were married in that particular month, re-
gardless of the year, you are asked to attend Divine Liturgy with your 
spouse/family and after the Divine Liturgy you will be invited along with other 
couples to receive a blessing from our Holy Church in order to protect and 
strengthen your love for one another. Going forward, this will be done on the 
Third Sunday of every month. Now is the time to seek the blessing and love 
from our Church as our Mother so that humility and love can continue to be the center of every marriage. 
No need to wait for special silver or golden anniversaries. Of course, we hope to see you every Sunday 
but especially on the Third Sunday of the month you were married. We do a beautiful thing with remember-
ing those who have fallen asleep year after year and 40-day baby blessings, etc. so we should do the same 
for our marriages!  

May the Lord hear our prayers. 

October 

L-R 

Carey & Elaine Sunderage 

George and Tara Vranas 

Father Steve 

Bill and Roxanna Loupakos  

Steve and Helen Markopoulos 

November: 

L-R: Charles and Marian Dinolfo 

Father Steve 

Antoinette Sperelakis and Ken Caniglia 
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TREASURER’S REPORT -  OCTOBER 31. 2022 

Pledges Received                  $163,700.00 

Candles                                       $  40,514.00 

Church Ministries                             $  25,044.00 

Other                                          $277,256.73 

Total Revenue                          $506,514.73 

Expenses thru 10/31/2022         $495,494.89 

Revenue in Excess of     

Expenses thru 10/31/2022      $  11,019.84 

T 
he Saint Nicholas Parish Council, Father 
Stephen and I want to provide our Parish-
ioners an update to our facility maintenance 

and projects that occurred throughout 2022.  As 
you know we have an aging facility and at times 
there are necessary emergency repairs that must 
be made. This year we have encountered both a 
water main break and a sewer line break, that re-
quired necessary repairs. The sewer line break, 
which occurred the week of our Festival was re-
paired at a cost of $7,400.  The water main break 
occurred on Saturday, during the Philoptochos 
Annual Bazaar, was repaired at a cost of $8,100. 
Thankfully, our service providers were immediate-
ly on spot to complete the needed repairs and 
there was little to no interruption to either event. 

We are deeply appreciative of their dedication 
and service to our Parish.  

On the project front we are happy to report that 
our boiler project is completed and has been cer-
tified in good standing by the State inspectors.  
This project will serve Saint Nicholas for many 
years to come and reduce our natural gas ex-
penses.  Additionally, we have completed our 
building security project by replacing the door 
locks throughout the facility and reducing the 
number of keys necessary. This cost of this pro-
ject was $2,625.   The WiFi project has been 
completed and Saint Nicholas now has internet 

access throughout the facility to compliment 
classrooms, the community center, gym, church 
and the boiler system. The cost of this project 
was $5,800. 

Moving forward in 2023, the following mainte-
nance projects will be reviewed for consideration:  

1. The resealing and striping of our facility park-
ing lots, which is overdue. 

2. Upgrading the entrance at our Community 
Center, which would include handrails and 
extension of wheelchair ramps for the protec-
tion of our parishioners and guests. 

While we understand there may be maintenance 
events requiring emergency repairs in an aging 
facility, we feel that together with the projects that 
have been completed over the past few years has 
placed our facility in a strong position and good 
standing for the future. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, we would like to 
thank everyone who has supported the ministries 
of our Beloved St. Nicholas throughout this past 
year.  We wish everyone a Very Blessed Christ-
mas with family and friends and a Happy, Healthy 
New Year 2023!    

Georgia Christakes,  
Parish Council President 
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               FOCUS ON PHILOPTOCHOS 

S unday School is off to a wonderful start!  We 
have over 40 students registered and we are 

so thankful for each one of them. This year we 
started a 2-3 year old parent/child program led by 
Presvytera Pearlann.  Please spread the word 
about this new program so we can continue to wel-
come our little ones into Sunday School.  Reach 
out to one of our directors or Fr. Stephen if you are 
interested in joining us or have any questions.  In 
October the Sunday 

Thank you to everyone that cooked chili, donated 
food/items, helped in the kitchen, etc.  Everyone 
really came together to make this event a success 
and the chili's were excellent!  On December 18, 
the Sunday School will hold the annual Christmas 
Pageant immediately following liturgy.  Our stu-
dents will be learning about and sharing the story 
of the nativity. Save the date for Godparent/
Godchild Sunday on February 5.  Our new email 
address: stnicksundayschool@gmail.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS   

S ometimes angels come into our lives disguised 
as Philoptochos members and friends of 

Philoptochos. I wish to express my appreciation to 
all of the volunteers who baked, cooked, served, 
set up, managed, coordinated, donated, and sold 
goods at our 49th Annual Food and Craft Bazaar. 
Working as a team allows Philoptochos to continue 
its mission to help those in need. Without our self-
less women and men it would not be possible.        
I also want to give a sincere thank you to our youth 
of St. Nicholas who also gave of their time and tal-
ent. You all are our future, and it is heartwarming 
to witness our youth taking an interest and helping 
where they are needed.  
 
Another note of gratitude to Sue Smith for arrang-
ing the Honoring of our Veterans at St. Nicho-
las  following Divine Liturgy. We thank them for 
their service and sacrifice. God Bless all of our 
Veterans. Thank you! 
 
December has arrived now, and with it we com-
memorate our Beloved St. Nicholas. Our Vespers 
service will take place on December 5th, and the 
Hierarchical Liturgy will take place on December 
6th. Our Philoptochos ladies will be hosting with a 
reception following both church services, which 
allows fellowship and good will to those who at-
tend. 
 

Our Christmas Dial-A-Baklava pickup will be on 
Saturday, December 17th from 10am to 1pm. 
Please place your orders soon to guarantee your 
complete order. Thank you. 
 

On Saturday, January 28th,our Philoptochos will 
be hosting a Greek Cuisine cooking class and 
luncheon. Please make your reservation soon as 

the class fills up quickly. Please contact Cherie 
Chachampis  (chairlady) or Angie Koutsis for tick-
ets. 
 

Wishing everyone a blessed and Merry Christmas. 
May the presence of Christ and His Blessings be 
with you throughout the new year and keep you 
well. 
 

Love and blessings, 
Zoe Skopec 

 

mailto:stnicksundayschool@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS: To Nick D’Andrea for 
winning the Chili Champ Koutala.  Another 
year of chili, fixins’, drinks fun and fellowship.   
 
CHOIR NEWS  Welcome to our new Choir Di-
rector, George Panagopoulos.  Along with our 
Choir Organist, Rosemary DeSanto, the 
choir’s voices will continue to fill our church 
with their beautiful voices. If you are interested 
in joining the choir, please come upstairs any 
Sunday or contact George or Rosie for infor-
mation.  
 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEEERS 
AT OUR SPECIAL EVENTS: We sincerely 
thank you for your time and talent. You are 
amazing!! The last few months were busy with 
special events, such as Dueling Pianos, Ice 
Cream Social, Chili Cookoff and the         
Halloween Table or Treat  - all successful 
events.  
 
We especially want to thank all the volunteers, 
vendors and patrons who supported our        
St. Nicholas Philoptochos Bazaar.  Once 
again, a successful event put on by our talent-
ed Philoptochos members.  
 
ST. NICHOLAS FEAST DAY: December 5th is 
St. Nicholas Vespers and 6th for Hierarchical 
liturgy, with receptions hosted by Philoptochos. 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TRADITION: is the 
Sunday School's Christmas Pageant, which will 
be held December 18th.  A wonderful way to 
get us into the spirit of Christmas. 
 
JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS VESPERS AND 
DIVINE LITURGY ON DECEMBER 24TH AND  
25TH to celebrate the meaning of Christmas.  
 
WINTER OUTERWEAR FOR THOSE IN 
NEED: As the weather gets colder we should 
think of those who need warm outerwear and 
to support the Philoptochos's Annual outreach. 
Kindly donate coats, scarves, hat, gloves & 
socks in the box in Community Center Foyer. 
 
 
 

FOOD DONATIONS: The Pilgrim Faith 
Church Food Pantry helps provide for the 
communities of Alsip, Oak Lawn, Hometown, 
Worth, Burbank, and Chicago Ridge.  They 
have requested Instant Potatoes, Canned 
Chili, Pasta/Pasta Sauce, Rice A Roni, and 
Canned Fruit. 
 
BIBLE STUDY Join us every 
Thursday at 11:30am for discus-
sions regarding Scripture as well 
as Aspects of Orthodoxy.  
 
STEWARDSHIP NOTE: As 2022 comes to a 
close, don’t forget to drop off or mail to the 
Church Office your Stewardship Pledge for 
2022.  As we soon start our new year, don’t 
forget to make your pledge for 2023.   
 
HOSPITAL VISITS: If you have a relative in 
the hospital and would like Father Steve to 
visit them, please contact the church office at 
708/636-5460.  Due to patient privacy laws, 
hospitals can not disclose to clergy if there are 
any Greek Orthodox patients.  Thank you!  
 
AS A REMINDER, IN THIS TIME WHERE POSI-
TIVE COVID-19 CASES AND THE OMICRON 
VARIANT ARE RISING IN OUR REGION, WE 
ASK YOU TO BE EXTREMELY VIGILANT FOR 
YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THOSE 
AROUND YOU.  IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING 
THE DIVINE SERVICES, PLEASE TAKE THE 
PRECAUTION OF STAYING HOME IF YOU 
HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS BEFORE SERVICES. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Fr. Nick Greanias Singing the famous 
song from Fidler on the Roof:   

If I were a rich man 
Ya ba dibba dibba dibba dib-
ba dibba dibba dum 

All day long, I'd biddy biddy bum 
If I were a wealthy man… 

WOW!  What an event!  Our first Dueling Pianos night was a HUGE success!   
Alexis Bratsakis and Tony Kidonakis - words can’t express how your gift and love of music was what 

brought us all together! The community center was packed and so full of fun!  Thank you to our 
parishoners, our cooks, bartenders and cleanup crews who did an amazing job, to our sister parish of  

Holy Cross and Fr. John Kalomas for joining and supporting us.  To Fr. Nicholas Greanias - you stole the 
show, and to all our guests - you helped make a great night!   

For those of you who couldn’t join us - we’ll be doing it again!  You won’t want to miss it! 
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The Youth of St. Nicholas hosted their  

Baklava and Traditional Sundaes Social in October. 

All proceeds will go to purchasing books for children transitioning  

from homeless shelters to homes.  

L-R: George Skordas, John Skordas  
Lou Kamberos, Luke Repking and  

Ioanna Koutsis  
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All ready for the well-organized, 3rd Annual Chili 
Cook-off that took place on Sunday, October 16.  
Explaining the procedure are Helen Apostolopoulos 

and her daughter, Aristea Apostolopoulos.   

Congratulations to Nick D’Andrea who won  
the coveted Chili Champ Koutala!!!! 

2022 CHILI COOK-OFF  

Another Year of Chili, Fixins’, Drinks, Fun and Fellowship.   
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Our awesome kitchen crew: 
L-R: Samantha Bageris, Nick Pappas, 
Paul Pitsoulakis and Leanna Pitsoulakis. 
Missing from photo, Dianne Pitsoulakis 

and Tom Djikas 

It’s a wrap.   

The 49th Annual Philoptochos Bazaar was a HUGE success.  Thank you to the       
wonderful volunteers, vendors, supporters and all those who came to our fundraiser.  

Our own 
Vaso Koutsis 
selling her 
gorgeous 
handmade 
jewelry  

R-L:                                                  
Vickie Giannakopoulos, Christine Spiros,    
Kathy Angelos, Sophia Kopanitsanos,  

Kristen Kass, Roseann Kondellas                   
and Rick Repking  

Petroula Chronos 

L-R: Dianne, Marina, 
Paul and             

Leanna Pitsoulakis  

 L-R: Tasia Manassas and Kulla Vranas 

Our very own,         
Yianni Koutsis selling his 

beautiful, handmade 
artwork and goods. 
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And then there was 
the delicious food... 

Minerva Zerlentes helping 
people pick out just the 

right gift. 

Hospitality is ready to   
assist our many patrons. 

Our 2 and 3 year old Sunday School class had fun making paper candles  
and learning songs for their lesson, Jesus is the light in me! 
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Another successful Table or Treat Halloween Event. 

Thank you to chair, Ellen Buonauito for orgainizing a fantastic event  

Angie Koutsis  

Ellen Buonauito  

L-R: Anna Repking, 
Aristea Apostolopoulos 

Alexander Skordas 
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On Sunday, November 6, we honored our Veterans for their sacrifice and 

dedication to our country,  

May God continue to watch over them and our country.   

Our Veterans:  

L-R:  

John Jovanes, Carey Sunderlage,  
Mark Zuganelis, Jim Orphan,             

Steve Loulousis, Father Steve,       
Bill Karopulos, Mike Alexander,     

Louie Buonauito, Bob Smith          
and our coordinator, Sue Smith.                         

Holding the US flag,                 
Christine Anagnostopoulos            

and Tom Baffes 

Father Steve, Sue Smith 
and holding the US flag,  
Christine Anagnostopoulos 

and Tom Baffes 
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