
  

 

The Wonderworker 
O C T O B E R  /  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

From the Desk of Fr.  Stephen  

W ho loves perfectly? 

 
I don’t know if, in other eras, people experi-

enced confusion regarding words, that is, that 

they said one thing and meant another. De-

spite the great achievements of scientific pro-

gress, technological development, the shrink-

ing of distances, and tremendous communica-

tions, I think that in our own age there’s the 

following particular contradiction: although 

we’re always waxing lyrical about love (in 

songs, poetry, and prose), in reality, we don’t 

know what it is, because, of course, we don’t 

live it. 

 

Insularity, self-interest, and egocentrism are 

the main characteristics of our own times, in 

young and old alike. The sense of loneliness, 

the indifference to living or dying, isn’t seen 

only in some individuals, somewhere; it perme-

ates the world and is confirmed by many peo-

ple. 

 

Self-interest is taken as genuine interest, ego-

tism as love. ‘I love you is interpreted as ‘I 

want you for myself, for my own needs. Any 

movement towards helping someone in diffi-

culty is a precursor of demand for help for 

yourself when you need it in the future. 

When all’s said and done, is everything dark? 

Does nobody really love? Does everyone func-

tion out of self-interest and self-regard? Cer-

tainly not. There are always some who are ‘the 

salt of the earth and ‘the light of the world. 

These are people who love perfectly and truly. 

The holy Fathers offer us a mirror in which to 

look at ourselves and see whether we love tru-

ly, if we think we love and if we want to know 

perfect love. 

 

Saint Maximos the Confessor says: ‘People 

who change their attitude towards others in 

accordance with their characters have not yet 

acquired perfect love. They may love one per-

son and hate another, or even sometimes love 

and sometimes hate the same person, for the 

same reasons. 

 

He goes on to explain ‘perfect love’, saying 

that we’re all people, with the same nature. All 

of us are good and bad. And God loves all of 

us with the same intensity, even if we our-

selves don’t understand this. 

 

The Fathers aren’t content merely with identi-

fying the problem, but also tell us the way to 

deal with it. In other words, they not only make 

the diagnosis but also offer the cure. Saint 

Maximos tells those who wish to acquire per-

fect love: ‘People who don’t scorn human glory 

and humiliations, riches and poverty, pleas-

ures and sorrows, have not acquired perfect 

love. Because perfect love is not only above 

all those considerations, but it also takes no 

account of this fleeting life, nor even of death 

itself. 
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This might seem difficult for us, to the point 

where we say ‘That’s not for me. I can’t’. Cer-

tainly, if I accept that it’s too difficult for me to 

climb a mountain, then I won’t try to do so, in 

which case I’ll miss out on the pleasure of the 

view. If I submit to thinking that perfect love is 

not achievable, I’ll never make the effort and 

then I’ll deprive myself of the joy of experienc-

ing it. 

 

Christ didn’t come to burden us with guilt, nor to 

ask of us what is beyond our powers to do if we 

want to. He also says that, with his help, we’ll 

be able to achieve things that would not be pos-

sible on our own. He’ll give us not droplets of 

his grace, but whole rivers, so that thereafter 

we can slake the thirst of the world around us, 

through the great love of our great God. 
 

******* 

Saint Romanos the Melodious – 
The Nightingale of the Church 

B 
ack in the old days, he was a child 

raised in the Church, the right hand of 

the priests. He attended to all the jobs 

that were to be 

done and was al-

ways the first to get 

to the services. He 

knew the psalms 

and prayers by 

heart, and served 

with reverence in 

the altar at every 

liturgy. 

 

He really enjoyed 

singing. Sometimes 

he’d make his way to the choir stall, with the 

singers, and wanted very much to sing to God. 

 

But they kicked him out: the boy had a tin ear. 

So much so that they didn’t even know what he 

thought he was singing. They couldn’t bear to 

listen to him. They used to say to him: 

‘Romanos, do whatever else you want, just 

don’t join in with the singing’. 

 

One evening, in the church of Our Lady, where 

there was a wonder-working icon of the Mother 

of God, Romanos fell to his knees. With tears in 

his eyes he begged the Queen of the Heavens 

to give hi the gift of singing sweetly. 

 

Christmas Eve: the church of Our Lady was 

packed. And right next to the choir stall, there 

was Romanos, silent and humble. He didn’t 

dare open his mouth to join in the singing. 

They’d all poke fun at him, laugh at him and tell 

him to stop. He turned his eyes to the icon. 

Prayed silently. As he was praying, the boy fell 

into a light sleep and he had a wonderful 

dream. He later said that the Mother of God 

herself came out from her icon and moved to-

wards him. She was holding a kontakio, a rod, 

(something like a rolling-pin) around which they 

rolled the texts of the hymns and psalms. She 

gave it to Romanos and told him to swallow it. 

He did so and woke up at once. 

 

He took heart and went to stand next to the 

choir-master, who’d opened the page for the 

hymn to the Virgin. Romanos took a deep 

breath and began to sing, just as he’d always 

wanted to, with an amazing melody: ‘Today the 

Virgin gives birth…’. 

 

The domes of the church resonated. The bell-

towers reverberated and Romanos the Melodi-

ous, who until just then had been a tone-deaf 

boy, praised Our Lady the Mother of God for his 

gift. Romanos wrote more than a thousand 

hymns for the saints and the Mother of 

God. The Church called them kontakia (rolling-

pins) in order for us to remember the miracle of 

young Romanos, the nightingale of Orthodoxy. 

We celebrate his feast-day on 1 October. 
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Protopresbyter Themistoklis Mourtza-
nos 
 
‘Not I, but the grace of God that was with 
me’ 
 

‘But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not with-
out effect. No, I worked harder than 
all of them- yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was with me (1. Cor. 15, 10). 
 

S 
aint Paul calls to mind a very great 

truth for us Christians: that no 

work in our spiritual life can pros-

per unless the grace of God is present to 

accompany us. Paul dispels the illusion 

of egocentric almightiness which is so 

typical of people in the various facets of 

their life, particularly the spiritual. We 

confuse religious practices with spirituali-

ty. We believe that, because the tasks of 

religion are defined and the results tangi-

ble (fasting, prayer, almsgiving, church 

attendance, the teaching of the Gospel) 

it’s easy to learn these and to make pro-

gress. And this makes us feel self-

sufficient. Religiosities are comfortable. It 

breeds and is supported by patterns- 

mostly moral ones- which make religious 

people certain of their progress. The 

truth is, however, that religious practice 

is a means, but not the authentic path of 

spirituality. 

 

All religions have commandments. They 

have a canonical framework that allows 

their adherents to enjoy their certainties. 

Moreover, when these certainties are ac-

companied by a post-death reality which 

is a reward or punishment, religion readi-

ly breeds the sense that we’re able to do 

anything. Spirituality, however, is that 

which has been described by Saint Paul, 

the other apostles, the saints, and the 

Church throughout the ages: it’s the 

grace of God with me and with every per-

son. 

 

Clearly, grace doesn’t deny the works of 

religious practice. Christ came to bestow 

perfection, that is sanctity, salvation, and 

the resurrection, on humankind, but he 

understood our weaknesses, our fears, 

and our need to have tangible signs to 

show our desire to follow him. But he 

never ceased to show us the way to 

meeting him. He didn’t separate the 

works of morality and religious practice 

from his own presence in the life of the 

world. People wouldn’t be able to carry 

out any of these tasks if Christ were not 

with them. And at times he allows the fall 

of people who are egocentric, who deify 

themselves, even if they’re speaking in 

his name, if there’s no other way of giv-

ing them the opportunity to repent, that 

is, to recognize that Christ and their rela-

tionship with him is everything in life. 

 

God’s grace is a spiritual force that he be-

stows on us to enable us to encounter 

Christ and confess to him. It allows us to 

share with others not our ego, our 

achievements, or our ideas, but our thirst 

for Christ, for Christ’s truth, for faith, for 

hope, and for love. Grace can’t be ex-

plained in words, nor by reason. It’s be-

stowed as a gift of power, as a discourse 

that is a call to the cross, repentance, 

and resurrection. It’s the experience of 

abandoning your existence to God’s 

providence. It’s a testimony that makes 

us labor spiritually, in humility; it makes 

us question, trust, and share with others 

the truth we live. But mainly it’s allowing 

Christ to have the first and last word. 

http://www.pemptousia.com/?post_type=author&p=46525
http://www.pemptousia.com/?post_type=author&p=46525
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 Grace requires repentance and ascetic 

effort. It’s true that the Spirit blows where it 

wills. But if people don’t seek Christ; if they 

don’t see God’s will behind words, deeds, 

encounters, trials of other people, and 

death; if instead, they try to arrange every-

thing in accordance with their own views, 

then they’re acting from the perspective of 

their own religiosity, of partisanship and, as 

such, neither save nor are saved. 

 

Grace is patient. It allows people to make 

their way. It gives them opportunities. It 

helps them grow. At times it glorifies them. 

The problem is whether people act out of 

religiosity or spirituality. It’s whether they 

feel that Christ is their measure and stand-

ard. And this doesn’t concern only apostles 

or those who follow the path of the apos-

tles. It concerns each and every Christian, 

because our call isn’t to individual self-

sufficiency or too complacent contentment 

with observing religious practices, but to a 

relationship with Christ, to encountering 

our neighbor as an image of God, as love. 

This path requires repentance and ascetic 

effort so that we don’t expel grace but ra-

ther keep it close to us. In the end, we want 

to believe that it’s grace that does the work 

and that we are its vessels, in order that we 

might be saved and help others to salva-

tion. This is the path of the Church. 
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Liturgical Schedule for October and November 

October 

All Sundays Orthros begins at 8:15am – Divine Liturgy begins 9:20am 

6th 10:00am –Akathistos to Jesus Christ 

13th 10:00am –Akathistos to Jeus Christ 

20th 8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Saint Gerasimos of Cephalonia 

26th 8:20am Orthros/Liturgy - Saint Demetrios the Myrrh Streamer 

27th 10:00am Akathistos to Jesus Christ  

28th  8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Αγια Σκεπη – Holy Protection of the Theotokos 

November 

1st  8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Saints Cosmas and Damianos 

3rd  10:00am – Akathistos to Jesus Christ 

4th  5:30pm Paraklesis – Healing Service 

8th  8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Synaxis of the Archangels 

9th  8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Saint Nektarios the Wonderworker 

10th 10:00am Akathistos to Jesus Christ 

17th 10:00am Akathistos to Jesus Christ 

18th 5:30pm Paraklesis – Healing Service 

21st  8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Entrance of the Theotokos in the Temple 

25th 8:20am Orthros/Liturgy – Saint Katherine the Great Martyr 

 

**The Akathistos Service to Jesus Christ is a service dedicated to our Lord and Savior. It 

is not a long service and it follows the same pattern as the Akathistos to the Theotokos.  

This Akathistos will be sung in English. 

The service will be on Thursday mornings before bible class. 
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https://bit.ly/3QQkxFv
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The Fall Parish Assembly  

has been rescheduled.  

It will now be held  

Sunday, October 23rd 

immediately following  

the Divine Liturgy.   
     To participate (vote) in the                    
Fall Parish Assembly meeting, 

 Stewards must have paid  66% of their     
current annual pledge at least 10 days 
prior to the Fall Assembly meeting.       
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BIBLE STUDY  
                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us every 

Thursday 

at 11:30 a.m. 
 

This class consists of  
discussions regarding Scripture as well as  

Aspects of Orthodoxy. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Join together  

for  

Bible Study  
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PARISH REGISTRY 

 

August & September 

 

Memorials 

  Harry Chronos                                 

  Nick Kambylis 

  Epiminonday Vlahopoulos 

  John Hondros 

  Mary Georgakopoulos 

  Violet Athanis 

  Thomas Athanis 

  Georgenne Czajkoski 

  Merry Toscas 

  Dorothy Angelos 

  George Toscas 

 

Funeral 

  Van Hante 
 

May Their Memory Be Eternal 

 
August - Wedding 

  Kathy Karountzos & Henry Miller 

 

40-Day Baby Blessing 

  Ann Toscas 
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A New Tradition at Saint Nicholas 

 

O 
ur Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Nicholas has begun a new tradi-
tion with regards to blessing couples who were married in the Ortho-
dox Christian Church. On the third Sunday of every month Father 

Stephen will invite all couples married in that particular month to come up to 
the Solea after Divine Liturgy so that he can offer a prayer of blessing and 
protection for those couples. If you were married in that particular month, re-
gardless of the year, you are asked to attend Divine Liturgy with your 
spouse/family and after the Divine Liturgy you will be invited along with other 
couples to receive a blessing from our Holy Church in order to protect and 
strengthen your love for one another. Going forward, this will be done on the 
Third Sunday of every month. Now is the time to seek the blessing and love 
from our Church as our Mother so that humility and love can continue to be the center of every marriage. 
No need to wait for special silver or golden anniversaries. Of course, we hope to see you every Sunday 
but especially on the Third Sunday of the month you were married. We do a beautiful thing with remember-
ing those who have fallen asleep year after year and 40-day baby blessings, etc. so we should do the same 
for our marriages!  

May the Lord hear our prayers. 

August: 

L-R:   

Dean and Georgia Danos 

Rich and Kelly Finlay  

Carol and Jim Patsavas 

Father Steve 

Katherine and Tony Kavouris 

Mark and Debbie Zuganelis 

September  

Sue and Bob Smith with 

 Father Steve 
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TREASURER’S REPORT - AUGUST 31, 2022 

Pledges Received                  $141,020.00 

Candles                                      $  33.346.00 

Church Ministries                            $  20,595.00 

Other                                         $258,863.84 

Total Revenue                         $453,824.84 

Expenses thru 8/31/2022        $423,398.73 

Revenue in Excess of     

Expenses thru 8/31/2022      $   30,426.11 

Our Fall Parish Assembly has been rescheduled 

for Sunday, October 23rd, immediately following 

the Divine Liturgy in Church.  At this meeting, 

we will be presenting the 2023 Operating Budg-

et for approval, as well as electing  three stew-

ards to serve on the Board of Auditors, and 

three stewards to serve on the Board of Elec-

tors.  To participate in the Fall Assembly meet-

ing, Stewards must have paid 66% of their cur-

rent stewardship pledge commitment prior to the 

Assembly meeting.  Please make every effort to 

attend this meeting, so we may come together 

as a Parish Family to discuss and understand 

the important matters before our community. 

Please join us Friday, October 7th for Dueling 

Pianos, featuring Tony Kidonakis & Alexis 

Bratsakis.  Dueling Pianos is an interactive 

evening with two pianists singing songs you re-

quest.  All proceeds for song requests are do-

nated to the Church!  Tickets are $40 each, 

which includes appetizers and one drink ticket, 

and a cash bar.  To make reservations, scan the 

QR code on the flyer included in the Wonder-

worker or call the church office.  Get ready for a 

fun evening, start planning your favorite songs 

and get ready to SING LOUD! 

Georgia Christakes     

Parish Council President                                                                                                     
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  Left: Georgia Mitchel and       

Father Tony Vrame        

receiving the Romanos 

Award from                    

His Emminence.  

Left: Molly Ellis  

Right:  Evelyn Ellis  

Presenting flowers to 
 His Eminence as they 

represent our               
Sunday School  

 Thank you,             
Molly and Evelyn 



21 

 

FOCUS ON PHILOPTOCHOS 

Fall Greetings to All! 

 

Summer has departed as Autumn slips in bring-

ing with it cooler weather and a reminder that 

our annual Fall Food and Craft Bazaar is com-

ing soon! This year it will be taking place on Oc-

tober 22nd and 23rd. We will again be providing 

our delicious Greek cuisine, pastry and candy 

with many other delicious items. There will be 

numerous crafters also selling unique items, 

many handmade. 

 

At the end of August, Georgia Sarlas, Petroula 

Chronos, Mandy Djikas and I visited Annuncia-

tion Greek Orthodox Cathedral to feed the hun-

gry. The ladies prepared 100 spaghetti and 

meatball lunches with a fruit, a snack and bev-

erage. It was very much appreciated by all that 

came by for lunch as they also received words 

of encouragement from our ladies. Just one of 

the many works our ladies do to help the 

needy.  

 

On September 18th, The 64th Annual Choir 

Music Conference was held here at St. Nicho-

las. It was a three day event closing on Sunday 

with a luncheon honoring Fr. Tony Vrame and 

Georgia Mitchell.  

On the first day of the conference, Georgia Sar-

las and Petroula Chronos did a baking demon-

stration for many of the attendees. The ladies 

made paximadia and were able to participate in 

this event. It was enjoyed by all. Thank you la-

dies! 

On September 24th, many of our ladies trav-

eled up to Addison for the Metropolis Philopto-

chos Luncheon. It was a very nice event that 

marked 90 years of our Ladies  Philoptochos 

Society. All of the proceeds raised were to ben-

efit Hellenic College Holy Cross School of The-

ology, St. Iakovos Retreat center and many oth-

er philanthropic endeavors. 

 

This month of September and also October the 

ladies will be and have been extremely busy 

preparing pastry not only our bazaar, and DAB , 

but for making pastry for upcoming weddings in 

our Parrish. Thank you dear Philoptochos la-

dies for all that you do! 

 

With much gratitude and many Blessings,  

Zoe Skopec  
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WELCOME BACK:  Welcome back to our 
Sunday Church School children and a big wel-
come to first-timers.  We are so happy to see 
you. It’s never too late to join our Sunday 
School.   
 
REMINDERS: Our Parish Assembly will take 
place just after Liturgy on Sunday, October 2. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS: To the St. Nicholas 
Ladies Philoptochos Higher Learning Scholar-
ship Winners. Awesome job!!  
 1st Place:   Alex Marchione 
 2nd Place:  Michael George 
 3rd Place: Nicholas George 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEEERS 
AT OUR SPECIAL EVENTS: We sincerely 
thank you for your time and talent. You are 
amazing!! 
 
THANK YOU to the Choir Federation for their 
beautiful voices and to the His Eminence for 
his special visit to our church on September 18 

 
 
 
Meet the newest 
member of our com-
munity 
Ann Kennedy, daugh-
ter of Zeno and Caitlin 
Toscas.  She received 
her 40-day blessing 
after liturgy.  
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please pray for 
the health and protection of our beloved                
parishioners. Please contact the church office if 
you would like your loved ones added to our  
prayer list.   
 
AS A REMINDER, IN THIS TIME WHERE POSI-
TIVE COVID-19 CASES AND THE OMICRON 
VARIANT ARE RISING IN OUR REGION, WE 
ASK YOU TO BE EXTREMELY VIGILANT FOR 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THOSE 
AROUND YOU.  IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING 
THE DIVINE SERVICES, PLEASE TAKE THE 
PRECAUTION OF STAYING HOME IF YOU 
HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS BEFORE SERVICES. 
 
HOSPITAL VISITS: If you have a relative in 
the hospital and would like Father Steve to 
visit them, please contact the church office at 
708/636-5460.  Due to patient privacy laws, 
hospitals can not disclose to clergy if there are 
any Greek Orthodox patients.  Thank you!  
 
STEWARDSHIP NOTE: As 2022 comes to a 
close, don’t forget to drop off or mail to the 
Church Office your Stewardship Pledge for 
2022.  If you did not receive you packet, 
stop by the church office to receive a pack-
et.  Thank you! 
 
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: Before making 
any firm plans for baptisms, weddings, funer-
als, or memorial services, please check with                
Fr. Stephen to see if dates and times are per-
missible. Also, please refrain from scheduling 
a baby, bridal shower or any other type of par-
ty celebration during a Fasting period. 
 
FOOD DONATIONS:  The Pilgrim Faith 
Church Food Pantry helps provide for the 
communities of Alsip, Oak Lawn, Hometown, 
Worth, Burbank, and Chicago Ridge.  They 
have requested Instant Potatoes, Canned 
Chili, Pasta/Pasta Sauce, Rice A Roni, and 
Canned Fruit. 
 

YOUR COLLEGE STUDENT: Please call the 
Church Office with the Name, Address and 
Email of your college student.  Many students 
when away at school will leave the faith. Fr. 
Steve would like to keep in touch with them. 
Please respond to this request. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Thank you to all of the golfers, sponsors, volunteers and supporters of our  
St. Nicholas Golf Outing.  

It was a huge success because of all of you!!  
We were blessed to have a beautiful day filled with fellowship and laughter.  
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What’s a pancake breakfast without 
pancakes and LOTS of them.   

Tony Kavouris handling the flipping and 
Tom Pavlick mixing the batter.  

Our Back to Sunday Church School Breakfast 

Delicious Food and a Great Welcome Back to our Students and Their Families  

Thank you to the Tina Savas Family (in honor of the late Pat Savas)  

for their generous donation to our Sunday School. 

Our Breakfast Crew.  
A big THANK YOU!! Working hard and still smiling.  
(Foreground): Dorothy Pavlick, Tony Kavouris and 

Tom Pavlick.                                         
(Background) L-R: Georgia Christakes,         

Tracey Fiffles-Nusko, George Manasses,        
Pete Coules and Joe Marchione.   

Look out IHOP; you have competition!!!  

Pete Coules and Joe Marchione 

Tracey Fiffles-Nusko 
and Georgia Christakes  
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Our Annual Pet Blessing 
 

Saint Modestus is the  

Orthodox Patron Saint of Animals 

They came on leashes, in crates and baby 
strollers. These are just some of the many 

beautiful dogs, cats and even a guinea pig who 
came for their blessing. Thank you to the many 

animal owners who look after and love         
God’s creatures.  
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St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Phone: 708-636-5460  

Email: saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.stnicholasil.org/ 

Fr. Stephen Bithos, Parish Priest 

http://www.stnicholasil.org/
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