
  

 

The Wonderworker 
A U G U S T  /  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

From the Desk of Fr.  Stephen 

2 Peter 1:10-19; Matthew 17:1-9 

 

S 
eeing is believing.  It is one thing 

to hear an interesting story or to 

entertain a bright idea. It is far dif-

ferent, however, to encounter an event or 

to participate in a situation such that we 

know its truth and are changed as a re-

sult.  That is precisely what the apostles 

Peter, James, and John experienced on 

Mount Tabor when they were enabled to 

behold the divine glory of Jesus Christ, 

who shone brightly with light as the voice of 

the Father identified Him as His beloved 

Son. 

St. Peter writes in his epistle that he did not 

proclaim “cleverly devised myths” about 

Christ, for those who beheld the Transfig-

uration “were eyewitnesses of His majes-

ty.”  The gospels make clear that the disci-

ples were not looking for a Messiah Who 

was truly divine, but for a righteous national 

leader like King David.  Peter famously re-

jected the Lord’s prediction of His crucifix-

ion and denied Him three times.  He was 

restored as the chief apostle and went to 

his death as a martyr, not because he had 

made up stories about a crucified and risen 

Lord, but because the Savior had revealed 

Himself to Peter as truly the Son of 

God.  And he surely did not understand the 

full meaning of the Transfiguration when it 

occurred, as it was not until after the resur-

rection that Christ “opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures.”   Indeed, the 

Lord said to Peter, James, and John, “Tell 

no one the vision, until the Son of man is 

risen from the dead.”  It was only from the 

perspective of the resurrection, which no 

one anticipated, that the disciples could un-

derstand what it meant for Christ to be the 

Son of God. 

The truth revealed at the Transfiguration 

may not be conveyed simply in words or 

ideas.  It had to be seen, heard, and expe-

rienced in a way that made Peter, James, 

and John participants as whole persons in 

the divine glory. The Lord graciously 

opened the eyes of their souls, filling them 

with the divine energies such that they could 

catch a glimpse of His holy majesty.  He ena-

bled them to hear the voice of the Father, and 

like Moses before the Burning Bush, they fell 

on their faces “and were filled with awe.”  As is 

shown by the disappearance of Moses and 

Elijah, He enabled them to see His superi-
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ority to the Law and the Prophets of the Old 

Testament. They did not simply have 

thoughts or feelings about Christ; no, they 

truly experienced Him from the depths of 

their souls as the Son of God. 

The change that occurred that day was not 

in the Lord Himself, Who is eternally radiant 

with the divine glory in a way beyond our 

comprehension.  The change was in the dis-

ciples, for Christ opened the eyes of their 

souls to behold His infinite holiness, to the 

extent that they were able as human be-

ings.   If we observe this feast simply by cel-

ebrating the doctrinal teaching of Christ’s 

divinity or the great mystical experience of 

the apostles, we will have excluded our-

selves from the full meaning of this 

event.  For as in all feasts of the Church, the 

point is not simply to look back at what hap-

pened long ago.  It is, instead, to enter into 

the eternal truth that is revealed.   And on 

the great day of the Transfiguration, the only 

appropriate way to celebrate is to cooperate 

with the gracious divine energies of our Lord 

so that we also will behold His divine glo-

ry.  That means that we too must become 

transfigured through personal union with the 

Son of God such that His eternal majesty 

permeates our existence, making us shine 

brightly like an iron left in the fire. 

The only fitting way to celebrate the Trans-

figuration is by embracing as fully as possi-

ble the countless opportunities that we have 

to grow in holiness as we open the eyes of 

our souls to participate in the glory of God by 

grace 

If we want to enter into the joy of this great 

feast of our salvation, we must persistently 

walk into the light by opening the eyes of our 

souls to the blinding glory of our Savior.  We 

will often not like what we see in ourselves 

as a result, but by stumbling forward as best 

we can, constantly calling out for His mercy, 

the Lord will change, strengthen, and purify 

us.  In ways that we cannot yet understand, 

He will make us “a lamp shining in a dark 

place” that gives light and hope to a world 

that so desperately needs to be healed by 

union with His gracious divine energies.  The 

message of this feast is not to lose heart, but 

to press on in faithfulness.  For the darkness 

is simply the absence of light and a sign that 

we have yet more room to embrace the 

blessed life of Christ. 

We celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord 

already knowing of His resurrection, by 

which He has illumined even the tomb.  Let 

this sink in:  There is no darkness in our 

souls or in our world that our crucified and 

risen Lord cannot make radiant with His gra-

cious divine energies.  We must, however, 

do our part by opening the darkness in our 

lives to His healing light.  Even as we stum-

ble and fall, we must continue to do so with 

abiding trust in His mercy for blind sinners 

such as ourselves.  For though we do not 

yet have the eyes to see it, that is how our 

gracious Lord will make us shine with holy 

light for our salvation and that of the entire 

world.  Let us join St. Peter, then, in living as 

“eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  For seeing is 

believing. 
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The Feast of the  
Dormition of the Theotokos 

 

By Archpriest Ayman Kfouf 
 

The Dormition of the Theotokos is one of the 
Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, cele-
brated on August 15. The word "Dormition" is 
a derivative from the Latin word "dormitio", 
which means "falling asleep." 

The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 
is the commemoration of the falling asleep, 
burial, resurrection, and translation of 
the Theotokos into heaven in the body. 

Historical Background of the Feast 

The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 
is one of the oldest Marian feasts in the 
church. The roots of the feast go back 
to Jerusalem, where the apostles and the 
Christians of Jerusalem honored and kept 
alive the memory of the falling asleep of 
the Theotokos. Consequently, quickly, her 
empty tomb, in Gethsemane, became a desti-
nation for pilgrims from Jerusalem and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

After the dogmatization of the doctrine of the 
Divine Motherhood of the Virgin Mary in the 
third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus 
(431), the commemoration of the falling 
asleep of the Theotokos became more popu-
lar amongst Christians in the vast majority of 
the Christian world. 

In the late sixth century, in the year 588, the 
Emperor Maurice officially adopted the com-
memoration of the Feast of the Dormition of 
the Theotokos into the liturgical calendar in 
the entire Byzantine Empire, and commanded 
that it be celebrated on August 15. 

In the second half of the seventh century, the 
feast of the Dormition appeared in the West 
under the influence of the East. It 
was accepted in Rome under Pope Sergius I 
(687-701), and from Rome it passed over to 
the rest of Europe. 

Up until the end of the ninth century, the feast 
of the Dormition of the Theotokos was preced-
ed by two periods of fasting: FIRST: before 
the feast of the Transfiguration (August 1--5) 
and SECOND: after the feast of the Transfig-
uration (August 7--15). In the tenth century, 
the two fasting periods were merged into one, 
which includes fourteen fasting days begin-
ning on August 1st through August 14th. 

The Narrative of the Feast 

The main source of the narrative of the feast 
of the Dormition is based on the oral and writ-
ten Tradition of the church, which include: the 
writings of Saints Dionysios the Areopagite, 
John the Damascene and Andrew of Crete; 
the hymnography and iconography of the 
Church, in addition to an apocryphal narrative 
of the feast by Saint John the Theologian. 

According to the Orthodox Tradition, the Vir-
gin Mary lived after Pentecost in the house of 
the Apostle John in Jerusalem. As the Mother 
of the Lord, she became the source of encour-
agement and help for the Apostles and all 
Christians. 

Three days before her death, the Archangel 
Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary and re-
vealed to her the date of her departure in-
to eternal life. Immediately, the Theotokos re-
turned to her home and prepared herself for 
this event through fasting and prayer. 

On the day of her repose, even though the 
apostles were scattered throughout the world, 
they were miraculously transported to be 
at her side. Exceptionally, the Apostle Thom-
as did not arrive on time to bid his final fare-
well to the Theotokos. 

While the Apostles were singing hymns in 
honor of the Mother of God, they saw a vision 
showing Christ, accompanied by Angels and 
Saints, coming to escort the soul of His Most 
Holy Mother into heaven. With songs of prais-
es, the Apostles carried the body of the most 
pure Theotokos to the grave in Gethsemane 
to be buried near her parents. 

At Gethsemane, the disciples gathered and 
remained around her tomb and kept a vigil for 
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three days. On the Third day, the Apos-
tle Thomas arrived and asked to view for the 
last time the Most Holy Mother of God. When 
the Apostles opened the grave of 
the Theotokos, her body was not there. The 
Apostles realized then that she was taken into 
heaven in the body to be reunited with her 
soul. 

The Meaning of the Feast 

The hymnography and liturgical text of the 
feast of the Dormition portrays the feast as 
mystical, eschatological, and paschal 
in nature. 

1.  Mystical and Eschatological 

The hymnography of the feast envisions the 
Dormition of the Theotokos as an eschatologi-
cal event that confirms the destruction of 
hades and the defeat of death. The Dormition 
of the Theotokos confirms the reality of the 
transformation of death from a fearful enemy 
into a joyous passage to eternal life. 

The eschatological nature of the feast of the 
Dormition is evident, not only in the hymnog-
raphy of the feast, but also in the mysteri-
ous gathering of the apostles, who gathered 
to witness how Christ, himself, comes to es-
cort His mother to the kingdom. They 
are mysteriously gathered to witness, again, 
to the truthfulness of resurrection of Christ 
and his victory over death. 

2.  Paschal 

The liturgical text of the Feast of the Dormi-
tion depicts the feast as a Paschal event. The 
hymns of the feast assert that the Virgin 
Mary experienced her own personal 
Pascha by passing through death and rising 
to eternal life. Being alive in heaven, as a 
queen and mother of Christ, we, now, can ask 
her intercessions to help us transform our 
own forthcoming death into a Paschal victory 
over death. 

In the ecclesiastical tradition, the feast of Dor-
mition of the Theotokos is called the "Summer 
Pascha." This name is derived from the fact 
that the Theotokos experienced her own 

Pascha; "Passover" from this life into life eter-
nal. 

St. John of Damascus confirms the Paschal 
nature of the Feast of the Dormition by calling 
the death of the Theotokos: "The Deathless 
Death". He calls it the deathless death be-
cause of the fact that death resulted in her 
translation into life eternal, into glorification 
and union with the Lord. "O how does the 
source of life pass through death to life? She 
dies according to the flesh, destroys death by 
death, and through corruption 
gains incorruption, and makes her death the 
source of resurrection." (St. John of Damas-
cus) 

Conclusion 

The Dormition of the Theotokos is a confirma-
tion of the resurrection of Christ and a source 
of hope for the faithful in the promise of their 
personal resurrection, their personal Pascha. 
The death of the Theotokos and her transla-
tion into heaven confirms the divine promise 
of Christ to His faithful children that they 
will enjoy life eternal in everlasting commun-
ion with God. 

What a paradox! While this Feast is called the 
"Falling Asleep of the Theotokos," it is in reali-
ty a celebration of her life and victory over 
death. It is a celebration of her "Passover" 
from this life into life eternal. It is a celebration 
of the confirmation of the promise of our own 
resurrection in Christ. Amen! 
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SCHEDULE OF LITURGIES - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 

August 

Monday, 1st   6:30 p.m.    Paraklesis 

Wednesday, 3rd  6:30 p.m.    Paraklesis 

Friday, 5th   6:30 p.m.    Vespers for Feast of the Transfiguration 

Saturday, 6th   8:30 a.m.    Orthos/Liturgy-Transfiguration of  
       Jesus Christ 

Monday, 8th   6:30 p.m.    Paraklesis 

Wednesday, 10th  6:30 p.m.    Paraklesis 

Friday, 12th   6:30 p.m.    Paraklesis 

Sunday, 14th   7:00 p.m.    Vespers at Assumption in Homer Glen for 
              Feast of the Dormition 
 

Monday, 15th   8:30 a.m.    Orthos/Liturgy -  
       Dormition of the Theotokos 
 

Monday, 29th   8:30 a.m.    Orthos/Liturgy -  
       Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
 

September 

Thursday, 1st   8:30 a.m.    Agiasmos (Blessing of the Waters) 

Thursday, 8th   8:30 a.m.    Orthos/Liturgy-Nativity of The Theotokos 

Tuesday, 13th   7:00 p.m.    Vespers at Holy Cross in Justice.    
                               Elevation of The Holy Cross 
 

Wednesday, 14th  8:30 a.m.    Orthos/Liturgy-Elevation of  
       The Holy Cross           
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St. Nicholas Annual Golf Outing 
Thursday, August 18th, 2022 

Odyssey Golf Foundation, Tinley Park, IL 
Registration: 11:30 AM- Tee Off: 12:30 PM 

 

Golfers Sign-Up: 
List the names of golfers. Don’t worry if you 
don’t have a foursome we’ll pair you up with 
others. Fee: $125.00 per golfer (includes dinner) 
 

1._____________________________ 
2._____________________________ 
3._____________________________ 
4._____________________________ 
 

Student Golfers-Thru College: 
List Students. Fee $75.00 per student (Includes 
dinner) 
 

1._____________________________ 
2._____________________________ 
3._____________________________ 
4._____________________________ 
 

Dinner Only Guests @ 6:00PM: 
List guests who will attend only the dinner. $50 
per person. 
 

1._____________________________ 
2._____________________________ 
3._____________________________ 
4._____________________________ 
 

Sponsorship Lists 
Birdie Sponsor- Sign on Green 

Eagle Sponsor- Sign on Tee Box 

Ace Sponsor- Solo Sign on Tee Box 

and Logo Displayed in Cart 
Questions Contact: 

Stnicholasgolf2021@gmail.com 

Sponsorship Sign-Up: 
To Sponsor a hole at this year’s event, please 
complete this section.  
 
 
Sponsor’s Name 

 

Company Name 

 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone 

Email 

Please list any special instructions or specific 
messages below: 

___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

Fee Summary 
Golfers:         #_____   @  125.00       $_________ 
Students:      #_____   @  $75.00       $_________ 
Dinner Only: #_____   @  $50.00      $_________ 
Birdie Sponsor:  #___  @ $150.00     $_________  
Eagle Sponsor: #____ @ $ 300.00    $_________ 
Ace Sponsor:  #____   @ $1000.00   $_________ 
4 Golfers & Birdie Sponsor @ $600.00   $______ 
4 Golfers & Eagle Sponsor @ $700.00    $______ 
4 Golfers & Ace Sponsor @ $1200.00     $______ 
 
Total Amount Enclosed               $____________ 
 

Please remit check(s) payable to: 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

Attn: Golf Committee 
10301 S. Kolmar Avenue 

Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
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bit.ly/StNickSundaySchoolRegistration
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A New Tradition at Saint Nicholas 

 

O 
ur Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Nicholas 
has begun a new tradition with regards to bless-
ing couples who were married in the Orthodox 

Christian Church. On the third Sunday of every month 
Father Stephen will invite all couples married in that 
particular month to come up to the Solea after Divine 
Liturgy so that he can offer a prayer of blessing and 
protection for those couples. If you were married in that 
particular month, regardless of the year, you are asked 
to attend Divine Liturgy with your spouse/family and af-
ter the Divine Liturgy you will be invited along with other 
couples to receive a blessing from our Holy Church in order to protect and strength-
en your love for one another. Going forward, this will be done on the Third Sunday of 
every month. Now is the time to seek the blessing and love from our Church as our 
Mother so that humility and love can continue to be the center of every marriage. No 
need to wait for special silver or golden anniversaries. Of course, we hope to 
see you every Sunday but especially on the Third Sunday of the month you were 
married. We do a beautiful thing with remembering those who have fallen asleep 
year after year and 40-day baby blessings, etc. so we should do the same for our 
marriages!  

May the Lord hear our prayers. 
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BIBLE STUDY  
                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class will begin: 

Thursday, September 15th  

at 11:30 a.m. 

Evening class will begin  

at 6:30 p.m. 
 

This class will consist of  
discussions regarding Scripture as well as  

Aspects of Orthodoxy. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Join together  

for  

Bible Study  
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PARISH REGISTRY 

 

May Their Memories Be Eternal 

 

Memorials - June and July  

   Helen Argiropoulos 

   Helen Retsinas 

   Mary and Michael Koliopoulos 

   Irene Pappas 

   Georgia Bellis 

   Helen Buhelos 

   John Kastros 

   Stephen Kamberos 

   Elaine Kamberos 

 

Funerals - July 

   Peter Hondros 

 

***** 
 

40-Day Baby Blessing - July 

   Child of Diedra and Zachary Wyman 
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FOCUS ON PHILOPTOCHOS 

Happy Summer everyone! 

Hoping you all have been enjoying the warm 

weather and sunshine. At the beginning of sum-

mer, St. Nicholas held our long awaited Greek 

Festival. The community was excited to be 

back enjoying our wonderful Greek cuisine, 

pastries, music and fellowship. Our Philopto-

chos ladies had been preparing our wonderful 

baklava, galaktoboureko, melomakarona, kou-

rambiethes, diples, koulourakia and paximadia. 

We also served freshly made loukoumades, 

and baklava sundaes which many enjoyed. 

 

Our ladies’ dedication, time, talent and gener-

ous hearts are what make our St. Nicholas 

Philoptochos a success. Kali douleia! 

 

We are continuing to prepare for our Fall Food 

and Craft Bazaar which will be held on October 

22nd and 23rd. If anyone is interested in help-

ing with this event please contact Millie Molesky 

(chairperson). 

 

On August 30th, some of our Philoptochos la-

dies will be visiting Annunciation Church in Chi-

cago to serve healthy lunches to approximately 

100 people in the community that are in need. If 

anyone is interested in joining us please let 

Georgia Sarlas or Zoe Skopec know.   

 

Blessings to all,  

Zoe Skopec  

L-R:  

Nick and Anna Paramboukas 

Litsa and George Klioris 

Dino and Christine Anagnostopoulos  

Father Steve and Presvytera Pearlann Bithos 

Nancy and Peter Savas 

Christina and Joe Marchione 

Mandy and Tom Djikas 

Our anniversary couples receiving a 

blessing from our Holy Church in order to 

protect and strengthen their love for one 

another. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to the Winners of the Fathers 
Day Raffle: 
1st Prize $5000- Charles Zabron 
2nd Prize $2500-County Fair Foods 
3rd Prize $1500- Bill Karopulos 
 
REMINDERS: 
Our Golf Outing: Thursday, August18, 2022.  
Hope to see you there.    
 
Backpack Blessing: , 2022.  
 
Sunday Church School Registration and 
Class Start: Sunday, September 11, 2022/  
Welcome back meal for the whole family and 
Open Gym. 
 
THANK YOU TO FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who 
helped make our Greekfest successful. It was 
so nice to see so many smiling faces. We hope 
you enjoyed yourselves as much as we en-
joyed having your help.  Until next year... 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FESTIVAL       
DONORS AND SPONSORS Thank you to all 
the people who donated to help make our 
Greekfest profitable and successful.  We so 
enjoyed having you on our team.  
 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please pray for 
the health and protection of our beloved                
parishioners. Please contact the church office if 
you would like your loved ones added to our  
prayer list.   
 
AS A REMINDER, IN THIS TIME WHERE 
POSITIVE COVID-19 CASES AND THE OMI-
CRON VARIANT ARE RISING IN OUR RE-
GION, WE ASK YOU TO BE EXTREMELY 
VIGILANT FOR YOUR HEALTH AND SAFE-
TY AND THOSE AROUND YOU.  IF YOU 
WILL BE ATTENDING THE DIVINE SER-
VICES, PLEASE TAKE THE PRECAUTION 
OF STAYING HOME IF YOU HAVE ANY 
SYMPTOMS BEFORE SERVICES. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP NOTE: Stewardship 2022    
packets have been mailed out.  Please drop 
off or mail to the Church Office your Steward-
ship Pledge for 2022.  If you did not receive 
you packet, stop by the church office to 
receive a packet.  Thank you! 
 
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: Before making 
any firm plans for baptisms, weddings, funer-
als, or memorial services, please check with                
Fr. Stephen to see if dates and times are per-
missible. Also, please refrain from scheduling 
a baby, bridal shower or any other type of par-
ty celebration during a Fasting period. 

FOOD DONATIONS:  The Pilgrim Faith 
Church Food Pantry helps provide for the 
communities of Alsip, Oak Lawn, Hometown, 
Worth, Burbank, and Chicago Ridge.  They 
have requested Instant Potatoes, Canned 
Chili, Pasta/Pasta Sauce, Rice A Roni, and 
Canned Fruit. 
 
RECOGNITION: Help us to create a unique      
social culture to recognize everyone on an    
ongoing basis. We would like to assemble   
photos, birthdates, anniversary and milestone 
dates from our parishioners in order to show-
case everyone. Email your photos and dates 
to: saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com.              
We look forward to hearing from everyone!!  
 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Message from the Parish Council President 

Greetings Dear Friends & Supporters of our 
St. Nicholas Parish, 
 

W 
e are already entering the fast peri-
od in which we honor our Panagia 
and realize how quickly our summer-

time is fleeing.  It also gives us pause to recall 
how grateful we are to all of you who have 
worked so hard for the betterment of our be-
loved parish and look ahead to the many ad-
ditional events and tasks we have to tackle. 
 
After a two-year absence, we once again 
hosted our annual on-ground GreekFest, 
which yielded not only one of the most suc-
cessful Festivals we have held, but also al-
lowed us the opportunity to interact again with 
each other, our friends and relatives, and the 
surrounding community in a joyous and fes-
tive atmosphere.  The comments we received 
were most complimentary about our hospitali-
ty, friendliness, our delicious menu and most 
importantly the presence of so many of our 
young people working the whole weekend.  
 
A precious stone displays great brilliance, 
which comes from its cut and facets. Yet from 
afar we only see the sparkle and brilliance.  
Yet, at closer examination we see its compo-
sition and so it is with everyone involved that 
makes and made us shine Father’s Day 
weekend.  Without mentioning names, we are 
very appreciative to our kitchen crew, grillers, 
gyros cutters, loukoumades and pastry mak-
ers, bartenders, ticket sellers, food servers, 
café servers, raffle ticket sellers, counting 
room staff, product and monetary donors, all 
those who have been preparing for months all 
that we need and to those that helped with 
the set up and clean up.  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!!  We all do it not for personal 
recognition or accolades but for the glory of 
God and His Church. 
 

Now, on to our next event, which is our Golf 
Outing on Thursday, August 18.  We kindly 
ask for your support by being a hole sponsor, 
joining a foursome of golf, provide a raffle 
prize, or join us for a great get-together dinner 
in the evening.  This is a relaxing and fun-
filled day with friends. 
 
Let us not forget what is most important in our 
lives and that is the religious education of our 
youth through our Sunday Church School 
program.  We thank Kim Isberg, who was our 
Director for many years and welcome our 
new team of Directors:  Helen Apostolopou-
los, Dr. Peter A. Patsavas and Presvytera 
Pearlann Bithos.  We look forward to an excit-
ing new year through their leadership.  Now 
it’s up to you to encourage our youth to attend 
weekly so as to enrich their minds and souls 
with the Word of God.  Please enroll your chil-
dren and grandchildren in the program and 
join us on September 11

th
 for our Back to 

School Breakfast. 
 
Finally, please remember that the lifeline of 
our parish is your Stewardship.  If you have 
not as yet submitted your 2022 Pledge Form, 
please do it today and most importantly re-
member to fund your pledge so that we can 
continue to meet all of our financial obliga-
tions. 
 
I pray that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
blesses you and your family with strength, 
courage and good health to continue helping 
His Church prosper and reach His people 
with His Word unto the ages of ages. 

 

Georgia Christakes  



16 

 



17 

 

What do you get when you have perfect weather, delicious food,  
great music and awesome volunteers?  You have an epic St. Nicholas Festival.   

Congratulations and thank you to all the donors, workers and, of course, our guests!! 

It’s official, Stacia Hristakos, 
says “all is great!” 

L-R:  Nicky Kastros and her nieces,  
Ioanna and Vaso Koutsis, doing an  

awesome job working the food tent. 

Some of our awesome Philoptochos ladies:  

Petroula Chronos, Zoe Skopec and Kulla Vranas 

Full House  
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The birthday boy… 

George Vranas 

Louie and Ellen Buonaiuto 
bringing good luck  

to raffle players.  

L-R: Athena Ramsaran, Nicky 
Kastros and Anthony Ramsaran 

Marianna Hristakos collecting 
tickets and serving our       

delicious food with a smile! 

The Amazing Kafeneion Crew 
L-R: Kiley Fiffles, Mark Fiffles,  

Cathy Fiffles, Tracey Fiffles-Nusko,  
Alexa Fiffles, Jeff Nusko  

and Dean Nusko  
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Eleni Stathopoulos and Petroula Chronos 
making sure our Loukoumades are hot 

and tasty.  

Evan Repking, Mathew Pudliner, 
Ernie Pudliner and Tom Djikas 

Christine Anagnostopoulos,  
Angie Koutsis and Sharon Sinadinos 

Betty Pappas and Tina Repking, taking a much 
needed break, after making sure the                

Loukoumadas are topnotch.  

Lexi Cachampis and Maddie Bolden 

“Do you want Greek fries 

with  
that gyros?” 
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Our Saturday Night Band,  
“Strung Out-Chicago” brought the house 

down or should we say the tent!!  

The awesome Gyros Squad,  

L-R: George Vranas, Noel Hastalis,  

Rick Repking and Mike McGill 

What would we do without these  
marvelous ladies?  

L-R: Petroula Chronos, Sophia Kopanitsanos,  
Christine Spiros, Kulla Vranas,  

Vicky Giannakopoulos, Eleni Stathopoulos  
and Tasia Manases  

Sunday Night, the fabulous Greek Beats 
made sure we got our Greek on - Opa!!!  

The  FABULOUS kitchen staff. 

L-R: Leanna, Dianne, Paul Pitsoulakis, 
Nick Pappas and Nick Pitsoulakis 

They proved, once again, St. Nicholas 
does have the best Greek Chicken!!  
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Peter Pan PreSchool’s fearless leader, 
Maureen and her husband, Bob.  

Aristea Apostopoulos (above) and 
Anna and Luke Repking (left) 
proving you’re never to young  

to help out - they are the future 
of our St. Nicholas Parish.  

Helping with Gyros:  

L-R: Luke Isberg, Niko George and Will Karopulos  
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St. Nicholas Church - Stewards as of June 30, 2022 

Fr. Stephen & Presv. Pearlann Bithos 

Michael & Elaine  Alexander 

Joan Allenopoulos 

Dino & Christine  Anagnostopoulos 

Katherine Angelos 

James & JoAnn Antonopoulos 

James R. & Megan Antonopoulos 

Constantine & Helen  Apostolopoulos 

Dean & Ann Ashford 

Samantha Baffes 

Tom & Jane  Baffes 

William & Joan  Baffes 

Elaine Ballas 

Stella Ballas 

Martha Bardouniotis 

John & Sandra Beris 

Elaine Besbekos 

Katherine Biesiada 

Angeline Bithos 

Michael Boike 

Helen  Bourbulas 

David & Georgia Braden 

Peter A. & Tina Buhelos 

Louie & Ellen Buonaiuto 

Brian & Caroline Cesak 

Constance Chionis 

Dr. Nicholas & Melanie Chionis 

Lisa  Chionis 

Chris G. & Jeanette Christakes 

Georgia Christakes 

Giannoula Christakos 

Angeline Christou 

Michael & Inge Chronos 

Petroula Chronos 

Katherine Coules 

Lanie Coules 

Peter Jr. & Denise Coules 

George & Tasia Dakuras 

Nicholas & Amelia D'Andrea 

Dr. George & Angie Danos 

George P. & Annamarie Darlas 

Gus & Voula Demetracopoulos 

Voula Demos 

Donn & Rosemary DeSanto 

Helen Dimas 

Theodore & Kristle Dimiropoulos 

Dimitri Dimizas 

Peter & Kalliroi Dimizas 

Charles & Marian Dinolfo 

Thomas & Amanda  Djikas 

Franco & Dena Domma 

James N. & Catherine Economos 

Constantin & Stavroula Economou 

Isaura Ellis 

Brendan & Victoria Feeney 

Evan & Julie Fiffles 

Richard & Kelly Finlay 

Leo & Nikole Galanes 

Stamatis & Doreen Galanes 

Tanya Galanes 

Jerry Galatis 

Sharon Gans 

Demetrios & Evmorfia Gatsinos 

Paul & Paula  George 

Ivan Georgelos 

Valerie Georgelos 

Anna  Gertos - Deceased 

Maria Gertos 

Nikolaos & Maria Giannakakis 

Vasiliki Giannakopoulos 

Ellen Giaouris 

Alex & Irene Gikas 

James & Particia Gikas 

Priscilla Gogis 

Artemis Golzar 

Michael & Paris Gulino 

Candice Gunderson 

 Dr. Eve Gushes 

Noel & Kanella Hastalis 

Peter & Fani Hondros 
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Peter & Deborah Hristakos 

George Jovanes 

John Jovanes 

George & Pauline Kallas 

Lambrini Kaporis 

Bessie Karabis 

Nicholas & Maria Karnavas 

Nicholas & Karrie  Karopulos 

William & Irene Karopulos 

Nickoleta Kastros 

Anthony & Katherine Kavouris 

Chris & Niki Kemperas 

Peter & Eugenia Kioussis 

George & Litsa Klioris 

John & Kelly Koliopoulos 

Dr. Vasilios & Roseann Kondellas 

Antony & Diane  Kontos 

Frank & Zoe Kopanis 

Fay Kopanitsanos 

Sophia Kopanitsanos 

Kathy Kopitas 

Frank & Stacy Koutsis 

Faye & Nicholas Lack 

Frank & Katena Lagouros 

Niki Lambros 

Nicholas C. Lamnatos 

Richard & Nicki Kastelliorizios Lee 

Bill & Arelly Les 

Peter & Daniella Les 

Janet Loukos 

Paul & Wanita Loupakos 

William & Roxanna Loupakos 

Connie Loutris 

Steven & Helen Makropoulos 

John & Pat Malfas 

George & Mary Manasses 

Tasia Manasses 

Elaine Maniatis 

Nicholas J. Maniatis 

Joseph & Dr. Christina Marchione 

Michael  Marchione 

Tess McDermott 

Michael & Mary McGill 

Richard & Maria McGuire 

Paul & Nicoletta Melnik 

Daniel & Demetra Katsianis Mendoza 

Dorothy Miller 

Alan & Millie Molesky 

Maria Monzures 

Michael A. & Elaine Mulcahy 

Jeffrey & Tracey Nusko 

James Orphan 

James & Michele Otte 

Dina Panagakis 

Peter & Konstantina Panagiotaros 

Markos & Fani Panagiotopoulos 

George & Anastasia Panou 

Katherine Pantazes 

Emanuel Papadopoulos 

Maria Papadopoulos 

Dimitrios & Oana Flamand Papapetrou 

Panagiotis & Anna Papasideris 

Andrew & Paula Pappas 

Bill & Fay Pappas 

George G. & Christine Pappas 

Gust J. & Dimitra Pappas 

Michael & Bernadette Pappas 

Nikolaos & Antonia Pappas 

Nicholas & Anna Paramboukas 

Dr. Peter A. & Pamela Patsavas 

James & Carol  Patsavas 

Thomas & Dorothy Pavlick 

Nicholas & Jacklyn Perakis 

Peter & Betty Petros 

Marina Pitsoulakis 

Paul & Dianne Pitsoulakis 

Maria & Ernie Pudliner 

Christine Rackos 

Woula Ralle 

Rick & Tina Repking 

George J. & Karen Rogiokos 

James & Anna Rogiokos 
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Brian & Stephanie Rosasco 

Kathy Roupas 

Elizabeth  Sagris 

Dr Michael & Evangeline Samborski 

Georgia Sarlas 

Constantina  Savas 

Dr. Peter & Nancy Savas 

Patrick & Alexandra Savas 

Dr. Keith & Dr. Anne Schiable 

Frances Shizas 

Sharon Sinadinos 

Theodore & Kathy Skaltsas 

Frank & Christine Skiadopoulos 

Peter Skiadopoulos 

Marc & Zoe Skopec 

Antonios & Pamela Skordas 

Robert & Susan Smith 

Cynthia Sofus 

Demetrios Sotirakos 

Dr. Antoinette & Kenneth Caniglia Sperelakis 

Christine Spiros 

Maria Stamas 

Nikolaos & Eleni Stathopoulos 

Chris L. Stefanos 

Elaine Stefanos 

Renee & Edward Steffan 

Constantine & Georgia Stoes 

James Stoes 

Tom Stoes 

Dimitrios & Alexandra Svigos 

Corin Tablis 

Tony & Effie Tablis 

Anna Toscas 

Hon. Mychal John Toscas 

Hon. John Z. & Antoinette Toscas 

Kathy Toscas 

Margo Toscas 

Michelle Toscas 

Zeno J. Toscas 

Robert & Nicolette Trobaugh 

Elias & Rachel Rogers Tsapaliaris 

Spiro & Jenny Tzivas 

Harry & Tina Tzouanopoulos 

Nick & Donna Vamvakas 

George & Tara Vranas 

Kulla Vranas 

Helen Wilson 

Michael & Terri  Winkler 

Goldie Xirafakis 

Charles Zabran 

Minerva Zerlentes 

Mark & Deborah Zuganelis 

 

 

 

 

We thank all our parishioners who  

offered gifts of time, talent and treasure.    

During the year 2022,  

please continue to support our beloved  

St. Nicholas Church.   

We have also made on-line giving  

available on our church website.  

http://www.stnicholasil.org  

for one-time and periodic giving. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stnicholasil.org
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2022 Stewardship Form  

Mail or drop off your Stewardship form to: 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
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   Church Staf f  

 
 Parish Priest/Editor:    Fr. Stephen Bithos 

 

 Parish Council President:  Georgia Christakes  

 

 Vice President:    Tom Pavlick  

 

 Treasurer:     George Vranas 

 Asst. Treasurer:    George Manasses 

            

 Secretary:    Dorothy Pavlick 

 

 Parish Adminstrator:   Dr. Peter A. Patsavas 

 

 Parish Council Members: 

    Dino Anagnostopoulos Louie Buonauito         

Joseph Marchione  Tom Baffes 

 Tracey Fiffles-Nusko   Peter Coules   

 Paul Pitsoulakis   James Patsavas  

 Bill Loupakos 

 St. Nicholas  

 

 Philoptochos President:  Zoe Skopec 

 

 Sunday School Directors:  Dr. Peter A. Patsavas 

     Presvytera Pearlann Bithos 

     Helen Apostopoulos 

 

 Chanter:    Louis Anast 

 

 Choir Director:   Rosemary DeSanto 

 

 Missions &  

    Evangelism Director:   Fr. Stephen 

 

 HOPE/JOY Advisor:    Paula Giaouris George 

 HOPE/JOY Advisor:  Tina Repking  

 

 GOYA Advisor:     Georgia Danos 

 

 S.O.N. Bookstore:  Diane Kontos   
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St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Phone: 708-636-5460  

Email: saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.stnicholasil.org/ 

Fr. Stephen Bithos, Parish Priest 

http://www.stnicholasil.org/
http://www.stnicholasil.org/

