
  

 

The Wonderworker 
A P R I L  2 0 2 2  

From the Desk of Fr.  Stephen 

Beloved Parishioners, 
 

T 
his coming Holy Week finds the 
Church once more with the Lord – en-
tering Jerusalem, in the Upper Room, 

at Gethsemane, at the Cross, and, very early 
in the morning, at the empty tomb. 
 
We are invited these days to make the Lord’s 
journey our own, to be with Him and the dis-
ciples all along His way.  Looking to them, 
upon whom Jesus established the Church, 
we see in the Twelve simple men who would 
not be too different from us.  As close as 
they were to Jesus, the disciples did not un-
derstand what was happening or the im-
portance of the events that transpired when 
they walked with Jesus during those three 
remarkable years. 
 
As He washed their feet and shared with 
them the bread and wine that was His Body 
and Blood, they could not yet grasp the work 
that God was accomplishing in their 
midst.  As they fled from his side, fearful of 
those who had arrested and tortured the 
Lord, little did they understand.  The Cross 
seemed to them to be the ultimate defeat of 
the One they had hoped was the Messiah. 
Even in sight of the empty tomb and His ap-
pearance in the garden, the Upper Room 
and along the road to Emmaus, the disciples 
were, as Jesus declared, “foolish” and “slow 
of heart to believe.”  Yet these were the very 
same architects of the faith that has been 
handed down to us from generation to gener-
ation. 
 
They came to believe and to understand not 
only the events that occurred, but also the 

Lord’s words.  And we are recipients of that 
same faith and the Christian life that contin-
ues to be inspired by the mystery of the Res-
urrection.  We know that Christ died and that 
He rose from the dead, never more to die. 
 
The Lord Jesus invites us this Holy Week to 
enter the mystery of His death and resurrec-
tion, as taught by Saint Paul to Timothy: 
“This saying is trustworthy: If we have died 
with him, we shall also live with him (2 Timo-
thy 2:11). 
 
Pascha for us, then, is filled with a hope that 
cannot be diminished, no matter the injustic-
es that many still experiences, the lack of 
love, compassion and mercy in our world, 
still manifested in poverty, violence, war, ter-
rorism and even the death of the inno-
cent.  Yet in the face of all the tragedies that 
beset humanity in this Twenty-First Century 
and all the personal defeats that we have ex-
perienced, we know, by our faith, that Christ 
has vanquished sin and death and shares 
with us newness of life. 
 
My prayer for you this coming Holy Week is 
that each of us may be the radiant face of 
Christ, for He has promised that he will al-
ways be with us, to give us hope and to call 
each of us to rise with Him. 
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St. John Climacus:  
The Forgotten Saint 

 

S 
t. John Climacus is one of the great 
saints of our Church. He so special that 
the Church remembers St. John, not 

once, as we do with most saints, but twice a 
year. His feast day is always celebrated on 
March 30th, but the Church also devotes the 
fourth Sunday of Great Lent to this majestic 
church father. 
 
The early life of St. John is shrouded in mys-
tery. While we know that he was born in Pal-
estine in the year 579 A.D., not much is 
known of his parents or of the days of his 
youth. All we know is that St. John received a 
general education and that he entered into 
the monastic ranks at the age of sixteen. 
From that early age, St. John embraced the 
life of solitude and ascesis, as he progressed 
greatly in the spiritual life. 
 
To really understand what St. John repre-
sents, one has to be familiar with the Book of 
Exodus, the second book of the Bible. Under-
standing Exodus is important, because the 
people of his day revered St. John so much 
that they saw in him another Moses. Like Mo-
ses, St. John spent forty years in the desert. 
Not only that, but St. John even ascended the 
same mountain as Moses, Mt. Sinai. He was 
likened to Moses because, like the great 
prophet of old who brought down the tablets 
of the Law, he too brought down a gift to 
share with the people. That gift, a book called 
‑The Ladder of Divine Ascent, is still being 
read by Orthodox Christians today. The Lad-
der of Divine Ascent, a book that describes 
how man can ascend to God, like the Ten 
Commandments tells the faithful how they will 
find order and harmony in their lives. 
 
The comparisons to Moses don't stop there. 
Orthodox tradition states that on the very day 
St. John became the Abbot of the monastery 
on Mt. Sinai, a miracle took place: while six 
hundred people were sitting and eating, St. 
John noticed a man dressed like a Hebrew, 
wearing a white tunic. He observed this man 
walking around like a manager, giving instruc-

tions to the cooks, servers, and volunteers. 
When all the pilgrims departed, the servants 
were sitting by a table wondering where the 
stranger went. St. John addressed the group 
and being full of the Holy Spirit, he informed 
them that the man in the white tunic was none 
other than Moses himself. 

Moses and St. John had a shared interest: 
they both sought to deliver their people out of 
slavery. What Moses did in the past, St. John 
does eternally by his theology. To this day, 
people are still being freed by his wisdom. 

The writing of The Ladder of Divine As-
cent took place at the end of St. John's life. 
Our tradition says that a certain monk begged 
St. John to write a book that would help 
Christian’s progress in the spiritual life. That 
monk asked St. John to write such an authori-
tative book because he, like others, observed 
that the people of the day were losing touch 
with the tradition that was handed down to 
them. 
 
Thankfully, a wonderful tradition developed 
with respect to St. John's book. Generation 
after generation, The Ladder of Divine As-
cent has been passed down in many Ortho-
dox families. In fact, over the course of many 
centuries ‑ the Ladder of Divine Ascent 
maintained its popularity among the people. 
To this day, St. John's work is a best-seller 
among Orthodox people. A few decades ago, 
an anthropologist in the Orthodoxy country of 
Romania was astonished when he observed 
that almost every household of Romania – 
over 95 percent – contained both the Holy Bi-
ble and The Ladder of Divine Ascent. Many 
years ago, St. John's majestic work even mi-
grated to this country with the Orthodox faith-
ful who moved here. As a matter of fact, when 
the printing press was developed, The Ladder 
of Divine Ascent was one of the first books 
ever published. This is how revered his work 
was. 
St. John’s was without question the most 
loved and read Christian book on spirituality. 
Times have changed, however. For some 
reason, American culture has not embraced 
this wonderful work. There is something 
about the way we think and live that 
makes The Ladder of Divine As-
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cent controversial, or perhaps insignificant. This 
neglect can be observed on many different lev-
els. In academia, for example, Western theolo-
gians often remark on how little research has 
been done with St. John, considering the great 
impact of his work on the Christian faith. The 
number of scholars who have written about St. 
Augustine and St. John Chrysostom are many, 
but the number of Climacan scholars is few for 
some reason. Even in the Church itself we can 
see this type of neglect. How many Churches 
across America are named after St. John? How 
many icons of St. John are visible in our 
Churches? 
 
Moreover, it is not a stretch to state that there is 
a movement in our Church to assume that what 
St. John writes is only for the monks of Mt. Ath-
os. In Orthodox circles, many people have been 
turned away from The Ladder of Divine Ascent. 
The common response to The Ladder of Divine 
Ascent today is, "-That's a book that's too spir-
itual for you. It's only to be read by monks." We 
say these things and we wonder why our youth 
leave the Church in search of the spirituality St. 
John represents. 
 
Indeed, for many modern people what St. John 
says is too demanding or perhaps too radical 
for the American way of life. St. John speaks of 
finding silence; he speaks of fasting and spend-
ing deep moments in prayer; he speaks of with-
drawing from the world we live in, and even of 
dying to its wisdom. St. John speaks about 
turning our back on pleasure and comfort. He 
speaks against gluttony and self-indulgence. In 
short, he speaks of so many things the world is 
promoting in our days. 

While he may be found to be too radical for to-
day's Orthodox faithful, the tradition of the 
Church tells a different story. Clearly, the Ortho-
dox tradition has always been for monk and lay-
person alike: to spend Great Lent reading St. 
John's majestic work and applying his ideas, 
according to our situation in life, and then to 
pass this tradition on to those who follow. Our 
neglect of St. John has created a great paradox 
in Christian circles today. Protestant scholars 
who have focused on studying early Christianity 
have noticed that the early Christians lived radi-
cally. They prayed radically, fasted radically 
and lived out radically simplistic lives. And this 

astute observation has led many denominations 
to reevaluate how they do their theology. In 
short, these Protestants in many respects are 
thankfully starting to think like Orthodox Chris-
tians, Orthodox Christians of past centuries, 
that is! 

This raises an important question: Can the par-
adox of our time be that these Protestants are 
becoming more Orthodox by embracing what 
St. John teaches, while the Orthodox are be-
coming more Protestant in their comfortable 
way of life, by neglecting this important father 
and relegating him to the monasteries? 

Without question the greatest contribution to 
the Orthodox faith that St. John has made is 
that his theology takes one from slavery to the 
desert, to the Promised Land. He is like Moses 
in this respect, as he leads one from bondage 
to freedom. 

As we live in a society that promotes comfort 
and minimizes the Christian faith, we must rec-
ognize the modern heresies would convince 
good Orthodox Christians that they can pro-
gress from slavery to the Promised Land with-
out venturing into the metaphorical desert by 
embracing the radical lifestyle St. John speaks 
of and lived by. The hard interior work that St. 
John speaks of in the Ladder of Divine Ascent 
is meant for every single Orthodox Christian.  

For, as St. John himself teaches, no one can 
ascend to the Kingdom without first using a lad-
der. 

-Fr. Athanasios Papagiannis  

http://ww1.antiochian.org/node/50896
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S 
t. Mary of Egypt is a saint of the early 

church, whose passionate conversion 

to Christianity led her to the Judean 

desert. Her story is read on the fifth Sunday of 

Lent in our Orthodox Church. 

 

Most of the information we have about her life 

comes from St. Sophronius of Jerusalem, who 

recorded her biography in the seventh century. 

St. Sophronius begins with the story of a fourth-

century monk called Zosima who travels to a 

monastery outside Jerusalem, searching for an 

elder who can teach him to follow the Lord with 

his whole heart. 

 

While staying at this monastery, he is led into the 

desert and encounters a strange figure, who 

flees from him. Zosima feels sure this figure is a 

spirit of great holiness. He runs after her, calling 

out in the name of God to stop. She halts, but 

she commands him to look away, as she is not 

wearing any clothes. Zosima provides her with 

his cloak so they can converse. 

 

The figure is Mary of Egypt, and, now clothed, 

she begins to speak with Zosima. Holiness radi-

ates from her. Zosima begs her to tell him how 

she came to be there, imploring her to tell the 

whole story and not let her modesty or humility 

prevent her. Mary of Egypt begins to tell the sto-

ry of how she ran away from her home at a 

young age to the bustling metropolis of Alexan-

dria. Consumed by her overwhelming lust and 

passion, Mary lived on the street of Alexandria 

as a prostitute, but often did not even accept 

money from her clients. She was completely de-

voured by her desire for love, for fulfillment, 

which led her, she says, to the depths of deprav-

ity. 

 

She falls in with a group of men setting out on a 

sea voyage to Jerusalem, where she hopes to 

find even more potential customers in the 

crowds of pilgrims gathered for the great feast of 

the Exaltation of the Cross. Curious, Mary fol-

lows the crowds of pilgrims to the Church of the 

Holy Sepulcher. But, as she approaches the 

doorway, she finds that an invisible force pre-

vents her from entering. Three times, she tries to 

enter, and she begins to weep, frustrated and 

desperate to enter. She begins to understand it 

is her impurity and her sin that is preventing her 

from entering. Calling upon The Virgin Mary for 

assistance, Mary of Egypt beats her breast and 

begs for forgiveness of her sins. She prays that 

the Panagia might allow her to enter the church 

and pray in front of the Cross of Christ. 

 

Suddenly, Mary can enter the church, and she 

makes her way to the foot of the cross, where 

she asks pardon for her sins. A voice instructs 

her to go across the Jordan into the Judean de-

sert, and so Mary obeys. With just a few loaves 

of bread, Mary lives for seventeen years in the 

desert, purifying her body and soul, learning to 

rely entirely on God. Zosima is in awe of her wis-

dom and holiness, and Sophronius movingly re-

counts the tender reverence between the two 

holy figures. Zosima comes back to meet her 

one year later. The next year, Mary has died, 

and Zosima buries her body with the help of a 

lion. The icon above depicts Mary as Zosima de-
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St. Mary of Egypt is a saint of the early 

church, whose passionate conversion to 

Christianity led her to the Judean desert. Her 

story is read on the fifth Sunday of Lent in our 

Orthodox Church. 

 

Most of the information we have about her life 

comes from St. Sophronius of Jerusalem, 

who recorded her biography in the seventh 

century. St. Sophronius begins with the story 

of a fourth-century monk called Zosima who 

travels to a monastery outside Jerusalem, 

searching for an elder who can teach him to 

follow the Lord with his whole heart. 

 

While staying at this monastery, he is led into 

the desert and encounters a strange figure, 

who flees from him. Zosima feels sure this 

figure is a spirit of great holiness. He runs af-

ter her, calling out in the name of God to 

stop. She halts, but she commands him to 

look away, as she is not wearing any clothes. 

Zosima provides her with his cloak so they 

can converse. 

 

The figure is Mary of Egypt, and, now 

clothed, she begins to speak with Zosima. 

Holiness radiates from her. Zosima begs her 

to tell him how she came to be there, implor-

ing her to tell the whole story and not let her 

modesty or humility prevent her. Mary of 

Egypt begins to tell the story of how she ran 

away from her home at a young age to the 

bustling metropolis of Alexandria. Consumed 

by her overwhelming lust and passion, Mary 

lived on the street of Alexandria as a prosti-

tute, but often did not even accept money 

from her clients. She was completely de-

voured by her desire for love, for fulfillment, 

which led her, she says, to the depths of de-

pravity. 

 

She falls in with a group of men setting out on 

a sea voyage to Jerusalem, where she hopes 

to find even more potential customers in the 

crowds of pilgrims gathered for the great 

feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. Curious, 

Mary follows the crowds of pilgrims to the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher. But, as she 

approaches the doorway, she finds that an 

invisible force prevents her from entering. 

Three times, she tries to enter, and she be-

gins to weep, frustrated and desperate to en-

ter. She begins to understand it is her impuri-

ty and her sin that is preventing her from en-

tering. Calling upon The Virgin Mary for as-

sistance, Mary of Egypt beats her breast and 

begs for forgiveness of her sins. She prays 

that the Panagia might allow her to enter the 

church and pray in front of the Cross of 

Christ. 

 

Suddenly, Mary can enter the church, and 

she makes her way to the foot of the cross, 

where she asks pardon for her sins. A voice 

instructs her to go across the Jordan into the 

Judean desert, and so Mary obeys. With just 

a few loaves of bread, Mary lives for seven-

teen years in the desert, purifying her body 

and soul, learning to rely entirely on God. 

Zosima is in awe of her wisdom and holiness, 

and Sophronius movingly recounts the tender 

reverence between the two holy figures. Zosi-

ma comes back to meet her one year later. 
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The next year, Mary has died, and Zosima 

buries her body with the help of a lion. The 

icon above depicts Mary as Zosima describes 

her, with white hair and in his cloak. The im-

ages around her depict scenes from her 

meetings with Zosima in the desert. 

St. Mary of Egypt is the patron saint of con-

verts and chastity, of those with great desires 

who wish to bring their desires to the light of 

God. She is also the protector against skin 

diseases and fevers, as she surely had to 

deal with both in the desert! 

 

St. Mary of Egypt, who followed Christ's call 

into the desert—pray for us! 

 

 

 

Short Biography of Lazarus 

L 
azarus was a close friend of Christ, from 
Bethany, about three kilometers east of 
Jerusalem. He lived there with his sisters 

Mary and Martha, and they often gave hospitali-
ty to Jesus (Luke 10:38-40; John 12:1-3). 

John the Evangelist informs us (John 11) how 
one day Jesus was notified of the death of Laz-
arus. Four days later He arrived in Bethany, not 
only to bring comfort to Lazarus’ grieving sis-
ters, but to show the power of God and perform 
His greatest miracle by raising him from the 
dead, in anticipation of His own resurrection. 

The resurrection of Lazarus brought short-lived 
great admiration and fame to Jesus, as evi-
denced by his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, 
but it also provoked great anger among the 
teachers of the Law. Now they wanted both Je-
sus and Lazarus dead. Lazarus escaped, but 
Jesus did not. But what happened to Lazarus? 

According to St. Epiphanios of Cyprus (367-
403), Lazarus was thirty years old when he rose 
from the dead, and then went on to live another 
30 years following his resurrection. Another tra-
dition says that Lazarus fled the anger of the 
Jews and took refuge at Kition in Cyprus 
around 33 A.D. 

While in Cyprus, Lazarus met the apostles Paul 
and Barnabas, as they were traveling from 
Salamis to Paphos, and they ordained him the 
first Bishop of Kition. He shepherded the 
Church of Kition with great care and love for 
eighteen years until the end of his life. 

There are traditions which say he was sullen 
and never smiled after his resurrection, and this 
was due to what he saw while his soul was in 
Hades for four days. Some say he never once 
laughed, except one time when he saw a man 
steal a clay vessel, and he uttered the following 
saying: “One earth steals another”. 

Other Traditions About Lazarus 

Another tradition connects him with the town of 
Aliki in Larnaca (today’s Kition). In Aliki at that 
time was a large vineyard. As the Saint was 
walking by, he saw an old woman filling her 
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 basket with grapes. Tired and thirsty, the Saint 
asked the old woman for a few grapes. Howev-
er, she looked at him with disdain and said: 

“Go to hell, man. Can you not see that the vine 
is dried up like salt, and you are asking me for 
grapes?” 

“If you see it dried up like salt, then let it become 
salt,” responded Lazarus. 

In this way the entire vineyard became a salt 
marsh. 

Workers who collect salt in this area today con-
firm this tradition. They claim to find when they 
dig their roots and trunks of vines. It is said that 
in the middle of the Salt Lake today there is a 
well of fresh water, known as “the well of the old 
woman”. 

The Synaxarion of Constantinople, speaking of 
this tradition, says that the lake was claimed by 
two brothers, who broke ties for its possession. 
To end the dispute, the Saint by his prayers 
dried up the lake and it remained salty. 

Another tradition says that the Theotokos came 
to Kition with John the Evangelist in order to 
meet Lazarus. St. John gave him clerical vest-
ments and cuffs, and then they went to Mount 
Athos. 

The Second Death of Lazarus 

St. Lazarus ended his second earthly life at Cy-
prus in 63 A.D. The faithful wept and buried him 
with honors in a sarcophagus made of Cypriot 
marble, on which they wrote in Hebrew: 

“Lazarus of the four days and the friend of 
Christ.” 

Above the sarcophagus there was built a beauti-
ful church, which was renovated in 1750. 

His memory is celebrated by the Church every 
Saturday before Palm Sunday. 

The transfer of the relic of St. Lazarus from Ki-
tion to Constantinople, which took place in 890 
by order of Emperor Leo VI the Wise is celebrat-
ed on October 17th. Emperor Leo wrote the idi-
omelon for the Vespers of St. Lazarus. 

The Relic of St. Lazarus in Constantinople 

The transfer of the relic of St. Lazarus is de-
tailed for us in two panegyric homilies deliv-
ered by Bishop Arethas of Ceasarea (850-
after 932). After extolling the arrival of this 
great treasure to Constantinople in his first 
homily, he describes in the second the pro-
cession formed with the presence of the em-
peror when the relic arrived from Chrysoupo-
lis to Hagia Sophia. In exchange for this 
transfer, Leo VI sent money and artisans to 
Cyprus, where he built a magnificent church 
to honor St. Lazarus, which is maintained until 
today in Larnaca. Furthermore, he built a 
monastery in Constantinople dedicated to St. 
Lazarus, in which he placed the sacred relic. 
To this same monastery was later transferred 
the relic of St. Mary Magdalene from Ephe-
sus. It later became a custom for the Emperor 
of New Rome to worship at the monastery on 
the Saturday of Lazarus. 

On November 23, 1972 the superintendent of 
the Department of Antiquities, who worked 
towards the restoration of the church in Lar-
naca, found a sarcophagus with bones be-
neath the pillar supporting the plate of the Ho-
ly Altar. The bones were in a wooden box, 
placed in the sarcophagus, which in turn had 
carved on it the word “friend”. 

This finding seems to confirm the tradition 
that Leo VI did not take the entire relic of St. 
Lazarus to Constantinople but left a portion 
behind. Authentic testimony and evidence for 
this fact is the location where the bones were 
found under the Holy Altar. 

Moreover, Arethas does not mention an incor-
rupt relic, but “bones” and “powder”. Also, a 
Russian source at the library of Oxford re-
ports that a Russian monk came from Pskov 
Monastery in the 16th century to Larnaca, and 
he venerated the bones of St. Lazarus, taking 
a small piece for himself as well. This piece is 
preserved till this day in the Chapel of Saint 
Lazarus at Pskov Monastery. Based on this 
account, we can affirm that the relic of St. 
Lazarus was venerated in Larnaca in the 16th 
century. A later account is not known, so for 
some reason, probably for protection, the 
Kitians hid the relic beneath the Holy Altar un-
til it was discovered in 1972. 



8 

 

 

PARISH REGISTRY 

March 2022 

 

May Their Memories Be Eternal 

 

Memorials 

   

March 6th   Georgia Liveris  40 Days 

    Helen Argiropoulos 9 Months    

    George Gertos  1 Year 

    Ourania Matos  10 Years 

  

 March 20th  William Berryman 9 Years    

    Zaphiro Berryman 10 Years    

    Basilios Berryman 22 Years 

    Constance Berryman 64 Years 

 

Wedding 

 

March 6th   Zeno Toscas and Caitin Toscas 
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April Liturgical Schedule 

 

1
st
 Friday 6:30pm 4

th
 Salutations to the Theotokos 

3
rd

 Sunday 8:15am Sunday of St. John Climacus 

4
th
 Monday 6:00pm Compline at St. Spyridon, Palos Heights 

6
th
  Wednesday 8:15am Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

8
th
 Friday 6:30pm Akathist Hymn 

10
th
 Sunday 8:15am Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt 

11
th
 Monday 6:00pm Compline at All Saint in Joliet, Il 

13
th
 Wednesday 8:15am Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

15
th
 Friday 5:00pm Making of the Palms 

16
th
 Saturday 8:15am Lazarus Saturday 

17
th
 Sunday 8:15am Palm Sunday 

17
th
 Sunday 6:30pm Palm Sunday Evening – Bridegroom Service 

18
th
 Monday 6:30pm Holy Monday – Bridegroom Service 

19
th
    Tuesday 6:30pm Holy Tuesday – Bridegroom Service 

20
th
   Wednesday 3:00pm Holy Wednesday – Unction Service 

20
th
   Wednesday 6:30pm Holy Wednesday – Bridegroom with Unction 

21
st
  Thursday 9:00am Holy Thursday Morning Liturgy 

21
st
  Thursday 6:30pm Holy Thursday Evening – Passion Service 

22
nd

   Friday 8:00am  

22
nd

  Friday 3:00pm Holy Friday Afternoon – Apokathelosis 

22
nd

  Friday 6:30pm Holy Friday Evening – Lamentations 

23
rd

  Saturday 9:00am Holy Saturday Morning – Proti Anastasi Service 

23
rd

  Saturday 11:45pm The Holy Resurrection Service 

24
th
  Sunday 11:00am Easter Sunday Agape Vespers 

25
th
  Monday 8:30am Orthos/Liturgy Feast of St. George 

29
th
  Friday 8:15am 
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. 
 SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL FATHER’S DAY FESTIVAL 

    SATURDAY JUNE 18TH AND SUNDAY JUNE 19TH 

      Can you please help our Church with items that are needed for    

    our Festival.  Your generosity will guarantee a successful Festival!! 

        In April we are asking for: 

Paper Towels 

Cases of Bottle Water 

Corn Oil 

         Can’t shop?  That’s ok! 

        Send your donation to the Church and mark it  

       “June Festival” and Sue Smith will shop for you! 

                     Thank you in advance! 
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April 4 - 6pm 

Speaker: 

Fr. Chris Avromopoulos 

 

 

April 11 - 6pm 

All Saints Joliet 

Speaker: 

Fr. Stephen Bithos 

 

Schedule 
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FOCUS ON PHILOPTOCHOS 

Happy Spring to all!  It has finally arrived! 

March was a month of many preparations and 

events which continue through the month of April. 

Thank you to all of our Philoptochos ladies for 

making the delicious Lenten meals for our suc-

cessful Koulouma Take-out. There were many op-

tions to choose from. We offered fakes, stuffed to-

matoes, stuffed peppers, homemade Lagana, 

white bread loaves, taramosalata, and for dessert, 

Somali. These foods were all made with love and 

we hope you enjoyed them. 

On March 25th, St. Nicholas held their Oratorical 

which took place in the Bouris Library.  It was a 

wonderful evening as we listened to the youth of 

our parish that participated. Our winners were as 

follows:   First Place – John Vranas            

     Second Place - Caroline Vranas       

     Third Place - Vasso Koutsis 

Our winners will be present their speeches in 

church. Congratulations to all as we wish them 

well in their future endeavors. Thank you to Sue 

Smith and Sharon Sinadinos for providing the re-

freshments for this event. 

On April 3rd, following Divine Liturgy, The Hellenic 

Foundation of Chicago gave a presentation with 

important information for caregivers. We thank The 

Hellenic Foundation for giving the attendees vital 

information that can help assist them.  We also 

thank Ellen Buonaiuto, Sylvia Buonaiuto, and An-

gie Koutsis for providing the refreshments for this 

event. 

Also, on April 3rd, Christine Spiros, Sophia Ko-

panitsanos, Petroula Chronos, and Georgia Stoes 

prepared and sold freshly made loukoumades. All 

proceeds will be donated to help Ukraine. We 

thank you for your support and we thank the ladies 

for a delicious way to raise funds for war torn 

Ukraine. 

Our Dial-A-Baklava pickup will be Saturday, April 

16th from 10am to 1 pm. Please place your pre-

paid order by April 10th to guarantee your com-

plete order. The ladies have been working non 

stop preparing all of the menu items. AN IM-

PORTANT REMINDER- Please pick up your or-

ders on the west side of the building (Kolmar). We 

will be delivering orders by the glass doors near 

the gym. Thank you. 

Palm Sunday Luncheon will follow Divine Liturgy 

on Sunday, April 17th. It is a welcomed event after 

a two year hiatus. Please make your reservations 

soon. Tickets are 25 dollars for adults and 10 dol-

lars for children. We will be serving Plaki (fish), 

green beans almondine,  Greek potatoes, salad, 

bread and apple strudel. The children’s entrée will 

be fish sticks and spaghetti. Reservations should 

be made no later than April 13th to allow our ladies 

to prepare accordingly. Thank you. 

Our Philoptochos will be hosting another long 

awaited event, our Senior Citizens Luncheon. It 

will be taking place on Wednesday, April 27th. This 

free meal will be offered to all senior members of 

our parish immediately following Liturgy. Senior 

members from Holy Cross, Sts. Constantine and 

Helen, Assumption (Homer Glen), and St. Spyri-

don will also be attending. Reservations are nec-

essary so we can plan accordingly. Thank you Mil-

lie Molesky for chairing this event.  

If anyone is interested in helping with the egg dy-

ing this year, please join us on Tuesday April 12th 

and April 19th at 9am in the church kitchen. We 

would so appreciate the help. Thank you! 

On a final note,  I 

wish you and your 

loved ones well, as 

we go through our 

Lenten journey to-

gether and prepare 

for His Resurrection. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Zoe Skopec 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please pray for the 

health and protection of our beloved                

parishioners. Please contact the church office if 

you would like your loved ones added to our  

prayer list.   

 

AS A REMINDER, IN THIS TIME WHERE         

POSITIVE COVID-19 CASES AND THE OMICRON 

VARIANT ARE RISING IN OUR REGION, WE ASK 

YOU TO BE EXTREMELY VIGILANT FOR YOUR 

HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THOSE AROUND YOU.  

IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING THE DIVINE        

SERVICES, PLEASE TAKE THE PRECAUTION OF 

STAYING HOME IF YOU HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS 

BEFORE SERVICES. 

 

STEWARDSHIP  NOTE: Stewardship 2022    

packets have been mailed out.  Please drop off 

or mail to the Church Office your Stewardship 

Pledge for 2022.  If you did not receive you 

packet, stop by the church office to receive a 

packet.  Thank you! 

 

YOUR COLLEGE STUDENT: Please call the 

Church Office with the Name, Address and 

Email of your college student.  Many students 

when away at school will leave the . I would 

like to keep in touch with them. Please respond 

to this request. 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are moving or have moved, 

gotten married or divorced, please make sure 

the church office has your name, new address 

and phone information. This will assist us in 

keeping printing and mailing costs down, as well 

as getting the proper material and information 

to you. 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: Before making any 

firm plans for baptisms, weddings, funerals, or 

memorial services, please check with                

Fr. Stephen to see if dates and times are per-

missible. Also, please refrain from scheduling a 

baby, bridal shower or any other type of party 

celebration during a Fasting period. 

 

CHOIR BOOK DRIVE: Please continue to bring 

your books to benefit the church choir.  They 

can be  dropped off on Sundays in the Narthax 

Children’s Room or the Church Office during 

the week. Any Parish Council member can     

assist  you.  

 

FOOD DONATIONS:  The Pilgrim Faith Church 

Food Pantry helps provide for the communities 

of Alsip, Oak Lawn, Hometown, Worth,           

Burbank, and Chicago Ridge.  They have       

requested Instant Potatoes, Canned Chili,     

Pasta/Pasta Sauce, Rice A Roni, and Canned 

Fruit. 

 

RECOGNITION: Help us to create a unique      

social culture to recognize everyone on an    

ongoing basis. We would like to assemble   

photos, birthdates, anniversary and milestone 

dates from our parishioners in order to show-

case everyone. Email your photos and dates to: 

saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com.              

We look forward to hearing from everyone!!  

 

SCHOLARSHIP  ESSAY  COMPETITION 

The St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos is again 

pleased to offer our  Scholarship Essay       

Competition for 2022.      

This scholarship opportunity is available to our 

Philoptochos members, their spouses, and     

children who are pursuing post-secondary     

education in a community college, college,           

university or trade school.  Over the years we 

have awarded thousands of dollars in monetary 

prizes to dozens of applicants. If you are        

interested in applying for this scholarship, 

please contact Paula Pappas, who will be      

happy to send you an application packet. 

Please note that the deadline to submit         

applications and essays is Friday, May 13, 

2022 no later than 4:00 pm. Paula’s Contact 

Info: Phone:  708-614-9785 or E-Mail 

at: pjpappas100@aol.com. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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