
1 

 St. Nicholas Sunday Bulletin 

April 10, 2022 

                           

  

EPISTLE 

St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 9:11-14 

 

BRETHREN, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that 

have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 

hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all into the Holy 

Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus se-

curing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with 

the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for 

the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify 

your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  

 

.Πρὸς Ἑβραίους 9:11-14 

 

Ἀδελφοί, Χριστὸς δὲ παραγενόμενος ἀρχιερεὺς τῶν μελλόντων ἀγαθῶν, διὰ τῆς 

μείζονος καὶ τελειοτέρας σκηνῆς, οὐ χειροποιήτου, τοῦτʼ ἔστιν, οὐ ταύτης τῆς 

κτίσεως, οὐδὲ διʼ αἵματος τράγων καὶ μόσχων, διὰ δὲ τοῦ ἰδίου αἵματος 

εἰσῆλθεν ἐφάπαξ εἰς τὰ ἅγια, αἰωνίαν λύτρωσιν εὑράμενος. Εἰ γὰρ τὸ αἷμα 

ταύρων καὶ τράγων, καὶ σποδὸς δαμάλεως ῥαντίζουσα τοὺς κεκοινωμένους, 

ἁγιάζει πρὸς τὴν τῆς σαρκὸς καθαρότητα, πόσῳ μᾶλλον τὸ αἷμα τοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὃς 

διὰ πνεύματος αἰωνίου ἑαυτὸν προσήνεγκεν ἄμωμον τῷ θεῷ, καθαριεῖ τὴν 

συνείδησιν ὑμῶν ἀπὸ νεκρῶν ἔργων, εἰς τὸ λατρεύειν θεῷ ζῶντι; 



 

GOSPEL 

The Gospel According to Mark 10:32-45 

At that time, Jesus took his twelve disciples, and he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 

saying, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief 

priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and 

they will mock him, and spit upon him, and scourge him, and kill him; and after three days he will 

rise." And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him, and said to him, "Teacher, 

we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What do you want me to 

do for you?" And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 

your glory." But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 

the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" And they said to 

him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the bap-

tism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not 

mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared." And when the ten heard it, they 

began to be indignant of James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, "You 

know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men 

exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son 

of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  

 

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Μᾶρκον 10:32-45 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, παραλαβάνει ὁ Ἰησοῦς τοὺς δώδεκα μαθητάς αὐτοῦ καὶ ἤρξατο αὐτοῖς λέγειν τὰ 

μέλλοντα αὐτῷ συμβαίνειν, ὅτι ἰδοὺ ἀναβαίνομεν εἰς ῾Ιεροσόλυμα καὶ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου 

παραδοθήσεται τοῖς ἀρχιερεῦσι καὶ γραμματεῦσι, καὶ κατακρινοῦσιν αὐτὸν θανάτῳ καὶ 

παραδώσουσιν αὐτὸν τοῖς ἔθνεσι, καὶ ἐμπαίξουσιν αὐτῷ καὶ μαστιγώσουσιν αὐτὸν καὶ 

ἐμπτύσουσιν αὐτῷ καὶ ἀποκτενοῦσιν αὐτόν, καὶ τῇ τρίτῃ ἡμέρᾳ ἀναστήσεται. Καὶ προσπορεύονται 

αὐτῷ ᾿Ιάκωβος καὶ ᾿Ιωάννης υἱοὶ Ζεβεδαίου λέγοντες· διδάσκαλε, θέλομεν ἵνα ὃ ἐὰν αἰτήσωμεν 

ποιήσῃς ἡμῖν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· τί θέλετε ποιῆσαί με ὑμῖν; οἱ δὲ εἶπον αὐτῷ· δὸς ἡμῖν ἵνα εἷς ἐκ 

δεξιῶν σου καὶ εἷς ἐξ εὐωνύμων σου καθίσωμεν ἐν τῇ δόξῃ σου. ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· οὐκ 

οἴδατε τί αἰτεῖσθε. δύνασθε πιεῖν τὸ ποτήριον ὃ ἐγὼ πίνω, καὶ τὸ βάπτισμα ὃ ἐγὼ βαπτίζομαι 

βαπτισθῆναι; οἱ δὲ εἶπον αὐτῷ· δυνάμεθα. ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· τὸ μὲν ποτήριον ὃ ἐγὼ πίνω 

πίεσθε, καὶ τὸ βάπτισμα ὃ ἐγὼ βαπτίζομαι βαπτισθήσεσθε· τὸ δὲ καθίσαι ἐκ δεξιῶν μου καὶ ἐξ 

εὐωνύμων οὐκ ἔστιν ἐμὸν δοῦναι, ἀλλ᾿ οἷς ἡτοίμασται. Καὶ ἀκούσαντες οἱ δέκα ἤρξαντο ἀγανακτεῖν 

περὶ ᾿Ιακώβου καὶ ᾿Ιωάννου. ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς προσκαλεσάμενος αὐτοὺς λέγει αὐτοῖς· οἴδατε ὅτι οἱ 

δοκοῦντες ἄρχειν τῶν ἐθνῶν κατακυριεύουσιν αὐτῶν καὶ οἱ μεγάλοι αὐτῶν κατεξουσιάζουσιν 

αὐτῶν· οὐχ οὕτω δὲ ἔσται ἐν ὑμῖν, ἀλλ᾿ ὃς ἐὰν θέλῃ γενέσθαι μέγας ἐν ὑμῖν, ἔσται ὑμῶν 

διάκονος, καὶ ὃς ἐὰν θέλῃ ὑμῶν γενέσθαι πρῶτος, ἔσται πάντων δοῦλος· καὶ γὰρ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ 

ἀνθρώπου οὐκ ἦλθε διακονηθῆναι, ἀλλὰ διακονῆσαι, καὶ δοῦναι τὴν ψυχὴν αὐτοῦ λύτρον ἀντὶ 

πολλῶν.  



3 

HYMNS OF THE DAY  

 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode 

Although the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers guarded Your most 

pure body, You arose on the third day, O Savior, giving life to the world. For this 

reason, the heavenly powers cried out to you, O Giver of Life: Glory to Your resur-

rection, O Christ! Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to Your dispensation, only Lover of 

Mankind! 

Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ 

ἄχραντόν σου σῶμα, ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ κόσμῳ τὴν ζωήν. 

Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ ἀναστάσει σου 

Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ Βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σου, μόνε Φιλάνθρωπε. 

 

Apolytikion for Sun. of St. Mary of Egypt in the Plagal Fourth Mode 

In thee the image was preserved with exactness, O Mother; for taking up thy 

cross, thou didst follow Christ, and by thy deeds thou didst teach us to overlook 

the flesh, for it passeth away, but to attend to the soul since it is immortal. Where-

fore, O righteous Mary, thy spirit rejoiceth with the Angels. 

Ἐν σοὶ Μῆτερ ἀκριβῶς διεσώθη τὸ κατ' εἰκόνα, λαβοῦσα γὰρ τὸν Σταυρόν, 

ἠκολούθησας τῷ Χριστῷ, καὶ πράττουσα ἐδίδασκες ὑπερορᾶν μὲν σαρκὸς 

παρέρχεται γάρ, ἐπιμελεῖσθαι δὲ ψυχῆς, πράγματος ἀθανάτου· διὸ καὶ μετὰ 

Ἀγγέλων συναγάλλεται Ὁσία Μαρία τὸ πνεῦμά σου. 

 

Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Mode 

O Protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the creator 

most constant: O despise not the voices of those who have sinned; but be quick, 

O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to interces-

sion and speed thou to make supplication, O thou who dost ever protect, O The-

otokos, them that honor thee. 

 

Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, μεσιτεία πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε. 

Μὴ παρίδῃς ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν 

βοήθειαν ἡμῶν, τῶν πιστῶς κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 

σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιμώντων σε. 



 

 

  

Saint Mary was born somewhere in the Province of Egypt, and at the age of twelve she ran 

away from her parents to the city of Alexandria. Here she lived an extremely dissolute life.

[4]  She often refused the money offered for her sexual favors, as she was driven "by an in-

satiable and an irrepressible passion", and that she mainly lived by begging, supplemented 

by spinning flax. 

After seventeen years of this lifestyle, she traveled to Jerusalem for the Great Feasts of 

the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. She undertook the journey as a sort of "anti-pilgrimage", 

stating that she hoped to find in the pilgrim crowds at Jerusalem even more partners in her 

lust. She paid for her passage by offering sexual favors to other pilgrims, and she continued 

her habitual lifestyle for a short time in Jerusalem. St. Sophronius states that when she tried 

to enter the Church of the Holy Sepulchre for the celebration, she was barred from doing so 

by an unseen force. Realizing that this was because of her impurity, she was struck with 

remorse, and upon seeing an icon of the Theotokos  outside the church, she prayed for for-

giveness and promised to give up the world (i.e., become an ascetic). Then she attempted 

again to enter the church, and this time was permitted in. After venerating the relic of 

the true cross, she returned to the icon to give thanks, and heard a voice telling her, "If you 

cross the Jordan, you will find glorious rest." She immediately went to the monastery of 

Saint John the Baptist on the bank of the River Jordan, where she received confession and 

afterwards Holy Communion. The next morning, she crossed the Jordan and retired to the 

desert to live the rest of her life as a hermit in penitence. She took with her only three 

loaves of bread, and once they were gone, lived only on what she could find in the wilder-

ness.[5] 

Approximately one year before her death, she recounted her life to Saint Zosimas of Pales-

tine,[6] who encountered her in the desert. When he unexpectedly met her in the desert, 

she was completely naked and almost unrecognizable as human. She asked Zosimas to 

toss her his mantle to cover herself with, and then she narrated her life's story to him. She 

asked him to meet her at the banks of the Jordan, on Holy Thursday of the following year, 

and bring her Holy Communion. When he fulfilled her wish, she crossed the river to get to 

him by walking on the surface of the water, and received Holy Communion, telling him to 

meet her again in the desert the following Lent. The next year, Zosimas travelled to the 

same spot where he first met her, some twenty days' journey from his monastery, and 

found her lying there dead. According to an inscription written in the sand next to her head, 

she had died on the very night he had given her Communion and had been somehow mi-

raculously transported to the place he found her, and her body was preserved incorrupt. He 

buried her body with the assistance of a passing lion. On returning to the monastery he re-

lated her life story to the brethren, and it was preserved among them as oral tradition until it 

was written down by St. Sophronius. 
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April Liturgical Schedule 

 

8th Friday 6:30pm Akathist Hymn 

10th Sunday 8:15am Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt 

11th Monday 6:00pm Compline at All Saint in Joliet, Il 

13th Wednesday 8:15am Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

15th Friday 5:00pm Making of the Palms 

16th Saturday 8:15am Lazarus Saturday 

17th Sunday 8:15am Palm Sunday 

17th Sunday 6:30pm Palm Sunday Evening – Bridegroom Service 

18th Monday 6:30pm Holy Monday – Bridegroom Service 

19th    Tuesday 6:30pm Holy Tuesday – Bridegroom Service 

20th   Wednesday 3:00pm Holy Wednesday – Unction Service 

20th   Wednesday 6:30pm Holy Wednesday – Bridegroom with Unction 

21st  Thursday 9:00am Holy Thursday Morning Liturgy 

21st  Thursday 6:30pm Holy Thursday Evening – Passion Service 

22nd  Friday 8:00am Holy Friday Morning – Royal Hours only in English 

22nd  Friday 3:00pm Holy Friday Afternoon – Apokathelosis 

22nd  Friday 6:30pm Holy Friday Evening – Lamentations 

23rd  Saturday 9:00am Holy Saturday Morning – Proti Anastasi Service 

23rd  Saturday 11:45pm The Holy Resurrection Service 

24th  Sunday 11:00am Easter Sunday Agape Vespers 

25th  Monday 8:30am Orthos/Liturgy Feast of St. George 

29th  Friday 8:15am Divine Liturgy-Theotokos of the LifeGiving Font (No Orthros) 
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      Upcoming Services & Classes at St. Nicholas 

 
Sunday, April 10th    8:15 a.m.   Orthros 

Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt   9:20 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 

                                                            Memorials 

       3 Months for John Kastros 

       5 Yr for Eleni Chronopoulos   

       23 Yr for Maria Perakis    

       38 Yr for Michael Chronopoulos  

       55 Yr for Basilios Perakis  

                                                                 Baptism 

                2:30 Children of Paul & Nicoletta Melnik 

 

Monday, April 11th    9:00 a.m.  Philoptchos Egg Dying  

         All Welcome    

       6:00 p.m.   Compline Service at   

                  All Saints, Joliet   

        Sermon by:  Fr. Stephen Bithos 

                        

Wednesday, April 13th    8:15 a.m.   Pre-Sanctified Litugy  

       11:30 a.m.  Bible Study Class  

               

  

Friday, April 15th       5:00 p.m.  Palm Making, All Welcome 

                        In the Community Center  

  

Saturday, April 16th    8:15 a.m.  Saturday of Lazarus                                   

                                                                                                   

                   

 



 

Welcome Everyone! 

All is clear to reopen our bookstore - Alleluia! 

I’ve been busy eliminating the cobwebs, dusting the bookshelves, 

sweeping and shining our showcase. I’m thankful to our Lord, to 

resume this ministry. So, stop in to browse, or just say “hello.” 

With Christian Agape, 

Diane Kontos 

S.O.N. BOOKSTORE 

Open 

 

   BIBLE CLASSES ARE    

             WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 11:30 a.m.                                           

            

        EVERYONE IS WELCOME.    

       PLEASE JOIN US IN THE LIBRARY. 

   

         PALM CROSS MAKING 

All are welcome to join us Friday, April 15 at 5:00 p.m. 

In the Community Center to help make crosses  

As we prepare for Holy Week. 
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                  The St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos is again pleased  

                           to offer our Scholarship Essay  Competition for 2022.      

This scholarship opportunity is available to our Philoptochos members, their spouses, 

and     children who are pursuing post-secondary education in a community college, col-

lege, university or trade school.  Over the years we have awarded thousands of dollars in 

monetary prizes to dozens of applicants.    If you are  interested in applying for this 

scholarship, please contact Paula Pappas, who will be happy to send you an applica-

tion packet. Please note that the deadline to 

submit   applications and essays is Friday, May 

13, 2022 no later than 4:00 pm. Paula’s Con-

tact Info: Phone:  708-614-9785 or E-Mail 

at: pjpappas100@aol.com. 

             SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL FATHER’S DAY FESTIVAL 

               SATURDAY JUNE 18TH AND SUNDAY JUNE 19TH        

Can you please help our Church with items that are needed for our Festival.   

Your generosity will guarantee a successful Festival!! 

In April we are asking for: 

Paper Towels 

Cases of Bottle Water 

Corn Oil  

          Can’t shop?  That’s ok! 

     

Send your donation to the Church and mark it , “June Festival” we will shop 

for you.   Thank you in advance!  
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          DONATIONS FOR GREAT LENT AND PASCHA 

 

Please call the Church Office to donate any of the following items for                      

Great Lent and Pascha.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 

 

 

  $120   Twelve Large Beeswax Candles for the Twelve Gospels Readings 

  $100   Crucifixion Icon 

  $250    Spray of Flowers at the foot of the Cross of Christ 

  $200   Rose Petals for Apokathelosis & Lamentations 

  $35   Each  Easter Lilies—30 Plants (Partial Donation, 20 Needed) 

  $100    Resurrection Icon 

   

              

  



13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 
 

April 4 - 6pm 

Assumption, Homer Glen 

Speaker: 

Fr. Chris Avromopoulos 

 

April 11 - 6pm 

All Saints Joliet 

Speaker: 

Fr. Stephen Bithos 



 

Please, pray for the health and protection of our beloved parishioners. 

Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 

Holy Father, Great Physician of our souls and bodies, You sent the Lord Jesus Christ, Your only-begotten Son, to 
redeem us from sin and death and to heal every illness. Heal the sickness of Your servant’s body and soul and give 

them life. For You alone are the source of all healing, O God my God, and 
we give glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever and 
unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

Contact the church office if you would like your loved one to be added to 
our prayer list. 708-636-5460. 

 

PLEASE KEEP OUR FELLOW PARISHIONERS AND CLERGY WHO HAVE 
COVID-19 IN YOUR PRAYERS. 

 
 

 

 Please pray for the Health and Well Being of the following Parishioners: 

    Nicholas  Bob 

    Sharon       Hailee   

    Bill   Mike 

    Paula                        Katherine 

                                             Kay                             
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St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Phone: 708-636-5460  

Email: saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.stnicholasil.org/ 

Fr. Stephen Bithos, Parish Priest 

http://www.stnicholasil.org/
http://www.stnicholasil.org/

