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EPISTLE
St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 6:13-20
BRETHREN, when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by
whom to swear, he swore to himself, saying, "Surely I will bless you and multiply
you." And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by a greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for
confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the
promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so
that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should
prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize
the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

Πρὸς Ἑβραίους 6:13-20
Ἀδελφοί, τῷ Ἀβραὰμ ἐπαγγειλάμενος ὁ θεός, ἐπεὶ κατʼ οὐδενὸς εἶχεν μείζονος
ὀμόσαι, ὤμοσεν καθʼ ἑαυτοῦ, λέγων, Ἦ μὴν εὐλογῶν εὐλογήσω σε, καὶ πληθύνων
πληθυνῶ σε. Καὶ οὕτως μακροθυμήσας ἐπέτυχεν τῆς ἐπαγγελίας. Ἄνθρωποι μὲν γὰρ
κατὰ τοῦ μείζονος ὀμνύουσιν, καὶ πάσης αὐτοῖς ἀντιλογίας πέρας εἰς βεβαίωσιν ὁ
ὅρκος. Ἐν ᾧ περισσότερον βουλόμενος ὁ θεὸς ἐπιδεῖξαι τοῖς κληρονόμοις τῆς
ἐπαγγελίας τὸ ἀμετάθετον τῆς βουλῆς αὐτοῦ, ἐμεσίτευσεν ὅρκῳ, ἵνα διὰ δύο
πραγμάτων ἀμεταθέτων, ἐν οἷς ἀδύνατον ψεύσασθαι θεόν, ἰσχυρὰν παράκλησιν
ἔχωμεν οἱ καταφυγόντες κρατῆσαι τῆς προκειμένης ἐλπίδος· ἣν ὡς ἄγκυραν ἔχομεν
τῆς ψυχῆς ἀσφαλῆ τε καὶ βεβαίαν, καὶ εἰσερχομένην εἰς τὸ ἐσώτερον τοῦ
καταπετάσματος· ὅπου πρόδρομος ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν εἰσῆλθεν Ἰησοῦς, κατὰ τὴν τάξιν
Μελχισεδὲκ ἀρχιερεὺς γενόμενος εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα.
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GOSPEL
The Gospel According to Mark 9:17-31
At that time, a man came to Jesus kneeling and saying: "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for
he has a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes him it dashes him down; and he foams and
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not
able." And he answered them, "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How
long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me." And they brought the boy to him; and when the
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, "How long has he had this?" And he said,
"From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but
if you can do anything, have pity on us and help us." And Jesus said to him, "If you can! All
things are possible to him who believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out and
said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together,
he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come
out of him, and never enter him again." And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, "He is dead." But Jesus
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when he had entered the house,
his disciples asked him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" And he said to them, "This
kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting." They went on from there and
passed through Galilee. And he would not have any one know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will
kill him; and when he is killed, after three days he will rise."
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Μᾶρκον 9:17-31 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἄνθρωπός τις προσῆλθε τῷ Ἰησοῦ λέγων, διδάσκαλε, ἤνεγκα τὸν υἱόν μου πρός σε,
ἔχοντα πνεῦμα ἄλαλον. καὶ ὅπου ἂν αὐτὸν καταλάβῃ, ῥήσσει αὐτόν, καὶ ἀφρίζει καὶ τρίζει τοὺς ὀδόντας
αὐτοῦ, καὶ ξηραίνεται· καὶ εἶπον τοῖς μαθηταῖς σου ἵνα αὐτὸ ἐκβάλωσι, καὶ οὐκ ἴσχυσαν. ὁ δὲ
ἀποκριθεὶς αὐτῷ λέγει· ὦ γενεὰ ἄπιστος, ἕως πότε πρὸς ὑμᾶς ἔσομαι; ἕως πότε ἀνέξομαι ὑμῶν;
φέρετε αὐτὸν πρός με. καὶ ἤνεγκαν αὐτὸν πρὸς αὐτόν. καὶ ἰδὼν αὐτὸν εὐθέως τὸ πνεῦμα ἐσπάραξεν
αὐτόν, καὶ πεσὼν ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς ἐκυλίετο ἀφρίζων. καὶ ἐπηρώτησε τὸν πατέρα αὐτοῦ· πόσος χρόνος
ἐστὶν ὡς τοῦτο γέγονεν αὐτῷ; ὁ δὲ εἶπε· παιδιόθεν. καὶ πολλάκις αὐτὸν καὶ εἰς πῦρ ἔβαλε καὶ εἰς ὕδατα,
ἵνα ἀπολέσῃ αὐτόν· ἀλλ᾿ εἴ τι δύνασαι, βοήθησον ἡμῖν σπλαγχνισθεὶς ἐφ᾿ ἡμᾶς. ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν
αὐτῷ τὸ εἰ δύνασαι πιστεῦσαι, πάντα δυνατὰ τῷ πιστεύοντι. καὶ εὐθέως κράξας ὁ πατὴρ τοῦ παιδίου
μετὰ δακρύων ἔλεγε· πιστεύω, κύριε· βοήθει μου τῇ ἀπιστίᾳ. ἰδὼν δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ὅτι ἐπισυντρέχει ὄχλος,
ἐπετίμησε τῷ πνεύματι τῷ ἀκαθάρτῳ λέγων αὐτῷ· τὸ πνεῦμα τὸ ἄλαλον καὶ κωφόν, ἐγώ σοι
ἐπιτάσσω, ἔξελθε ἐξ αὐτοῦ καὶ μηκέτι εἰσέλθῃς εἰς αὐτόν. καὶ κράξαν καὶ πολλὰ σπαράξαν αὐτὸν
ἐξῆλθε, καὶ ἐγένετο ὡσεὶ νεκρός, ὥστε πολλοὺς λέγειν ὅτι ἀπέθανεν. ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς κρατήσας αὐτὸν τῆς
χειρὸς ἤγειρεν αὐτόν, καὶ ἀνέστη. Καὶ εἰσελθόντα αὐτὸν εἰς οἶκον οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ ἐπηρώτων αὐτὸν
κατ᾿ ἰδίαν, ὅτι ἡμεῖς οὐκ ἠδυνήθημεν ἐκβαλεῖν αὐτό. καὶ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· τοῦτο τὸ γένος ἐν οὐδενὶ δύναται
ἐξελθεῖν εἰ μὴ ἐν προσευχῇ καὶ νηστείᾳ. Καὶ ἐκεῖθεν ἐξελθόντες παρεπορεύοντο διὰ τῆς Γαλιλαίας, καὶ
οὐκ ἤθελεν ἵνα τις γνῷ· ἐδίδασκε γὰρ τοὺς μαθητὰς αὐτοῦ καὶ ἔλεγεν αὐτοῖς ὅτι ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου
παραδίδοται εἰς χεῖρας ἀνθρώπων, καὶ ἀποκτενοῦσιν αὐτόν, καὶ ἀποκτανθεὶς τῇ τρίτῃ ἡμέρᾳ
ἀναστήσεται.

HYMNS OF THE DAY
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Fourth Mode
From on high didst Thou descend, O Compassionate One; to burial of three days
hast Thou submitted that Thou mightest free us from our passions. O our Life and
Resurrection, Lord, glory be to Thee.
Ἐξ ὕψους κατῆλθες ὁ εὔσπλαγχνος, ταφὴν καταδέξω τριήμερον, ἵνα ἡμᾶς
ἐλευθερώσῃς τῶν παθῶν. Ἡ ζωὴ καὶ ἡ Ἀνάστασις ἡμῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι.
Apolytikion for Sun. of St. John Climacus in the Plagal Fourth Mode
With the streams of thy tears, thou didst cultivate the barrenness of the desert;
and by thy sighings from the depths,thou didst bear fruit a hundredfold in labours;
and thou becamest a luminary, shining with miracles upon the world, O John our
righteous Father. Intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
Ταίς τών δακρύων σου ροαίς, τής ερήμου τό άγονον εγεώργησας, καί τοίς εκ
βάθους στεναγμοίς, εις εκατόν τούς πόνους εκαρποφόρησας, καί γέγονας
φωστήρ, τή οικουμένη λάμπων τοίς θαύμασι, Ιωάννη Πατήρ ημών, Όσιε,
Πρέσβευε Χριστώ τώ Θεώ, σωθήναι τάς ψυχάς ημών.
Απολυτλικιον του Αγίου Νικολάου/Apolytikion for St. Nicholas in the Fourth
Mode.
The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock as a rule of faith, an icon of
meekness, and a teacher of temperance;for this cause hast thou achieved the
heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God that our souls be saved.
Κανόνα πίστεως, και εικόνα πραότητος, εγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ανέδειξε σε τη
ποίμνη σου, η των πραγμάτων αλήθεια δια τούτο εκτήσω τη ταπεινώσει τα υψηλά,
τη πτωχεία τα πλούσια. Πάτερ Ιεράρχα Νικόλαε, πρέσβευε Χριστώ τω Θεώ,
σωθήναι τας ψυχάς ημών.
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Ladder of Divine Ascent
The icon: Ladder of Divine Ascent, portrays demons pulling individuals off a ladder as
they are nearing the Savior who can be seen at the top of the ladder. Contrary to what
many people believe, the icon does not represent the mythical and Gnostic teaching of
the Toll House explanation of life after death which is a heresy that goes against the
Holy Scriptures and it has never been dogmatized within Orthodox Theology. It is true
that some of the Fathers of the Church have written about the Toll Houses, but it has
never been accepted as part of the Faith. It is always referred to in an allegorical context
Therefore of we were to look at the Book written by St. John and lay beside it the icon,
Ladder of Divine Ascent, we would realize that the icon depicts the reality of the monastic
and even lay struggle that we find ourselves a part of in everyday life.
As believers, we must acquire the strength to endure the onslaught of temptations
daily. When we come to the point of true commitment in our own personal faith, we take
on the challenge of living a life in Christ. His life becomes one’s own life by grace and
blessings. We can then through participation be received into the realm of
God’s holiness.
We are pilgrims and our path if destination is focused on the ultimate salvation.
To become one with our Lord and partake of the heavenly realm for all eternity is a
calling for each of us, and as we set out to accomplish our spiritual ascent we
encounter a plethora of temptations. The evil one is cunning and there will come a time

when one thinks that holiness and salvation has attained and that temptations have
ceased. Just because we have entered into a faith relationship with Jesus Christ does
not mean that our temptations will come to an end. The evil one will not cease to lead
us off our path of righteousness. The evil one will always attempt to divert our path and
distract us. Our struggle of committed faith and discipline will always face temptations
And this is what precisely St. John of te Ladder speaks of in his Book upon which the icon
of Divine Ascent is based.

Temptations will afflict us within our own minds. We can be lead off the path: we can become
deluded and pulled off the ladder of assent by the temptations that from in our own minds, from
our own passions and desires. No matter how we have been raised and taught, no matter
how imbedded within our hearts and minds the imprint of goodness and moral judgement has
taken root, the evil one will attack and he will try and take advantage of our every weakness.
We must acknowledge that blame for everything we fall into can’t be placed on the evil one.

It takes our own actions to participate in the failing of our principals. Satan places the
temptations before us and we accept in our times of weakness. This is why St. John is so
determined to teach the attributes of true faith through the example of the Ladder in order to
place within the hearts and minds of the children of the Lord the armor of faith, love, and hope.
The Ladder of Divine Ascent is a tool to help in the acquisition of the Holy Spirit and to help
the pilgrim of faith become victorious within the battle waged against one’s soul.
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Upcoming Services & Classes at St. Nicholas

Sunday, April 3rd

8:15 a.m. Orthros

Sunday of St. John Climacus

9:20 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Hellenic Foundation Presentation
Following Liturgy in Community Center

Monday, April 4th

6:00 p.m. Compline Service at
Assumption, Homer Glen
Sermon by: Fr. Chris Avromopoulos

Wednesday, April 6th

8:15 a.m. Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
6:00 p.m. Myrofores Meeting in Library
For all interestedin being a Myrofora on
Holy Friday and Saturday night.

Friday, April 8th

6:30 p.m. Akathist Hymn
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Sunday, April 3rd Following the Divine Liturgy
Hellenic Foundation of Chicago
The Hellenic Foundation of Chicago will give a presentation after the Divine Liturgy in
the Multi-Purpose Room to our parishioners with information as to caregivers. If you
are a caregiver to a family member, you have the right to be paid through different
agencies: caregiving, hospitalizations, elderly care.
All Families who are in need or who are caregivers should try to attend this very important presentation.

Welcome Everyone!
All is clear to reopen our bookstore - Alleluia!
I’ve been busy eliminating the cobwebs, dusting the bookshelves,
sweeping and shining our showcase. I’m thankful to our Lord, to
resume this ministry. So, stop in to browse, or just say “hello.”

S.O.N. BOOKSTORE

Open

With Christian Agape,
Diane Kontos

BIBLE CLASSES ARE
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 11:30 a.m.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
PLEASE JOIN US IN THE LIBRARY.

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL FATHER’S DAY FESTIVAL
SATURDAY JUNE 18TH AND SUNDAY JUNE 19TH
Can you please help our Church with items that are needed for our Festival.
Your generosity will guarantee a successful Festival!!
In April we are asking for:
Paper Towels

Cases of Bottle Water
Corn Oil
Can’t shop? That’s ok!
Send your donation to the Church and mark it , “June Festival” we will shop
for you. Thank you in advance!

The St. Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos is again pleased
to offer our Scholarship Essay Competition for 2022.
This scholarship opportunity is available to our Philoptochos members, their spouses,
and children who are pursuing post-secondary education in a community college, college, university or trade school. Over the years we have awarded thousands of dollars in
monetary prizes to dozens of applicants. If you are interested in applying for this
scholarship, please contact Paula Pappas, who will be happy to send you an application packet. Please note that the deadline to
submit applications and essays is Friday, May
13, 2022 no later than 4:00 pm. Paula’s Contact Info: Phone: 708-614-9785 or E-Mail
at: pjpappas100@aol.com.
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DONATIONS FOR GREAT LENT AND PASCHA
Please call the Church Office to donate any of the following items for
Great Lent and Pascha. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

$120

Twelve Large Beeswax Candles for the Twelve Gospels Readings

$100

Crucifixion Icon

$250

Spray of Flowers at the foot of the Cross of Christ

$200

Rose Petals for Apokathelosis & Lamentations

$3000

Flowers for the Epitaphio

$35

Each Easter Lilies—30 Plants (Partial Donation, 20 Needed)

$100

Resurrection Icon

$150

Candle Cupholders for Pascha

Schedule
April 4 - 6pm

April 11 - 6pm

Assumption, Homer Glen

All Saints Joliet

Speaker:

Speaker:

Fr. Chris Avromopoulos

Fr. Stephen Bithos
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Please pray for the Health and Well Being of the following Parishioners:
Nicholas

Bob

Sharon

Hailee

Bill

Mike

Paula

Katherine

Kay

Please, pray for the health and protection of our beloved parishioners.
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
Holy Father, Great Physician of our souls and bodies, You sent the Lord Jesus Christ, Your only-begotten Son, to
redeem us from sin and death and to heal every illness. Heal the sickness of Your servant’s body and soul and give
them life. For You alone are the source of all healing, O God my God, and
we give glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Contact the church office if you would like your loved one to be added to
our prayer list. 708-636-5460.

PLEASE KEEP OUR FELLOW PARISHIONERS AND CLERGY WHO HAVE
COVID-19 IN YOUR PRAYERS.
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St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
10301 South Kolmar, Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Phone: 708-636-5460
Email: saintnicholasoffice@gmail.com
Website: http://www.stnicholasil.org/
Fr. Stephen Bithos, Parish Priest

