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For an explanation of the present Feast and understanding of its truth, it
is necessary for us to turn to the very start of today’s reading from the Gospel: “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother, and
led them up onto a high mountain by themselves” (Mt.17:1).
First of all we must ask, from whence does the Evangelist Matthew begin
to reckon with six days? From what sort of day is it? What does the preceding turn of speech indicate, where the Savior, in teaching His disciples, said
to them: “For the Son of Man shall come with his angels in the glory of His
Father,” and further: “Amen I say to you, there are some standing here who
shall not taste death, until they have seen the Son of Man coming in His
Kingdom” (Mt.16:27-28)? That is to say, it is the Light of His own forthcoming Transfiguration which He terms the Glory of His Father and of His
Kingdom.
The Evangelist Luke points this out and reveals this more clearly saying:
“Now it came to pass about eight days after these words, that He took Peter
and John and James, and went up the mountain to pray. And as He prayed,
His countenance was altered, and His raiment became a radiant
white” (Luke 9:28-29). But how can the two be reconciled, when one of
them speaks definitively about the interval of time as being eight days between the sayings and the manifestation, whereas the other (says): “after six
days?”
There were eight on the mountain, but only six were visible. Three, Peter, James and John, had come up with Jesus, and they saw Moses and Elias
standing there and conversing with Him, so altogether there were six of
them. However, the Father and the Holy Spirit were invisibly with the Lord:
the Father, with His Voice testifying that this was His Beloved Son, and the
Holy Spirit shining forth with Him in the radiant cloud. Thus, the six are actually eight, and there is no contradiction regarding the eight. Similarly,
there is no contradiction with the Evangelists when one says “after six days,”
and the other says “eight days after these words.”
But these twofold sayings as it were present is a certain format set in
mystery, and together with it that of those actually present upon the Mount.
It stands to reason, and everyone rationally studying in accordance with
Scripture knows that the Evangelists are in agreement one with another.
Luke spoke of eight days without contradicting Matthew, who declared
Continued on page 18
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Happy summer everyone! Hopefully you are all getting a chance to enjoy time with your kids, your neighbors, your friends, and your families! Summer is definitely the time to relax and recharge in preparation for
another school year.
Thanks to all the Sunday School students who volunteered at the picnic – it is so important to remember
that giving back to our parish and to the community is vital to creating excellent people!
Sunday Church School will begin its year on September 8th. There will be a $15.00 registration fee per
child to help cover our materials. We encourage everyone to sign up their children, grandchildren, nieces
and nephews so that our Sunday Church School continues to grow, and so that the children understand just
what makes us Orthodox Christians. We will begin registering students for Sunday Church School starting
August 25th and the following Sundays at church.
We are always looking for interested teachers and substitute teachers for this school year. Please, if you or
someone you know are interested in helping, contact the church office and I will get back to you with any
information you need right away. Without the help of energetic volunteers, our Sunday Church School will
not be as successful as it is!
I want to remind everyone about our Back To School Picnic in September in the multipurpose room.
Watch your bulletins for further details. We will be providing the main course and drinks and hope everyone comes to participate in the Divine Liturgy and then stays for fun and fellowship as we prepare for a
new school year. Enjoy the rest of the summer and make sure you take time to wiggle your toes in the grass
or in the sand and let the summer sun rejuvenate you!

Parish Registry June & July
MEMORIALS
Alexander Janiak

40 days

Suzanne Dangles

40 days

Dionysios Vamvakas

40 days

Dr. George Panagakis

40 days

Kaliroe Klementzos

1 year

Sandra Coules

1 year

Nicholas Pitsoulakis

1 year

George Alexopoulos

1 year

Metropolitan Iakovos

2 years

Bertha Dangles

3 years

BAPTISM
Demetrios, son of Matthew & Lindsey Banchak
MARRIAGE
Saturday, July 6th, 2019, Zachary Wyman & Diedre Pappas
FUNERALS
June 12th, 2019
June 13th, 2019

Suzanne Dangles
Dionysios Vamvakas

July 20th, 2019
July 30th, 2019

Betty Jane Ellis
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Aspasia Patras

H.O.P.E./ J.O.Y. NEWS
WE HOPE EVERYONE IS ENJOYING THEIR SUMMER! Our church offers two youth
programs for children 4 years old through 6th grade. HOPE and JOY. HOPE will consist of
Pre-School through 2nd grade. JOY will consist of 3rd grade through 6th grade. Mrs. Paula
George and Mrs. Tina Repking are the advisors for these youth programs that have been a
part of our church for generations.
The meetings are typically the first Monday of every month from 6:30-8:00 pm.
have time with Father, snacks, an activity and/or gym time.

We will

HOPE/JOY meets September through May each year. Our first meeting will be on Monday,
September 9th, details to follow.
Please stop by our HOPE/JOY shadow box in the hallway, to see upcoming event flyers and
pictures of our children. If you have any questions or ideas, please contact the church office
for additional information (708) 636-5460, or email Paula George @ paula.giaouris.geo@sbcglobal.net or Tina Repking @ tinanicole78@yahoo.com.

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
2019 STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT: The Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church depends on the love and gratitude of its members in order to perform its sacred ministry. Each member is asked to support the church by annually setting his or her own level of giving, in proportion to his or her earnings. This year, we ask you to search your heart and
conscience, and to seriously consider the many needs of our Church, as you determine your Stewardship Pledge of Commitment for 2019.
Your giving should be a profound spiritual action, coming as an expression of your love and gratitude to God and his
church, which blesses you and your family, and preserves and cultivates our Orthodox Christian Faith. To be meaningful, your Stewardship Commitment should not be simply a token offering from your surplus resources, but should be a
true sacrifice, giving a feeling that “I gave something valuable in order to help my Church,” a GOOD FEELING.
Our 2019 Parish Budget is counting on drawing $140,000 from Stewardship. This represents not even half of our anticipated expenses. Please realize that every Stewardship Pledge of Commitment should represent conscientious support
of our Church for ONE FULL YEAR! To meet our expenses, Saint Nicholas needs an average of over $1,000 from each
pledging member in 2019. So you can see how important your contribution is! Some stewards can give more than this;
some will give less. We are hoping that every steward of our parish can try to raise their stewardship for the year. Just
like we get a cost of living increase through work, so do the expenses of the church go up each year. We need to be
mindful to try and increase our giving by at least a bit every year. We know that giving certain amounts can seem dauting over time when you are only looking at the final number. Many people would like to give $1,000, $1,500 or even
$2,000 a year for stewardship. But that number can seem overwhelming. The best thing we can do is to try and break
down those numbers to more manageable expectations. Do you know that setting aside $20 a week for stewardship will
mean at the end of the year you will have given $1,040 in Stewardship. $30 a week makes an offering of $1,560 at the
end of the year. And $40 a week makes it $2,080 for the year. We know not everyone can do this, and that is ok. Try
your best and God will provide.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Will be on Thursday, August 15th at 6:30 p.m.
DEKAPENTAGOUSTO: The Orthodox Church enters a Fast Period from August 1st -15th to commemorate
the Feast of the Koimisis (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos. Also, during this time frame, we celebrate the
Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord on Tuesday, August 6th. Because it is a fast period, we should refrain
from meats and sinful practices, attend the services of the Church, and participate in the Sacraments of Holy
Confession and Holy Communion.
The Paraklesis Service, a prayer service for the living, those ill or in need of prayers, will be chanted on
Monday through Friday during the fast. The faithful may submit names of loved ones (living) that prayers
may be included for their well-being and good health. Please write out names clearly in either Greek or English. Let us make every effort to attend these beautiful and inspiring services.
PARISH CALENDAR MEETINTG: On Moinday, August 12th following the Paraklesis service we will be
asking all of our parish ministries leaders to join us to set up the calendar for 2019-2020. We are working to be
able to compile everything we are doing so that we can have a comprehensive calendar for when minis-tries
are looking to add dates. If you are involved in running ministry make every effort on being there.
YOUTH ADVISORS MEETING: As we get ready to venture into our next year of youth ministry. We
want to announce that Georgia Danos is going to be serving as the Youth Director for Saint Nicholas. As the
youth director she will work hand in hand with all of our youth ministries. Along with our dedicated JOY/
HOPE Advisors Tina Repking and Paula George and our GOYA advisors Ted & Cherie Cachampis. We will
be calling a you advisors meeting on Monday August 26th at 6:30 p.m. in the library. We are still in need of
more people to help organize and coordinate our youth programs for the 2019-2020 year. We will be trying to
add a few new wrinkles to the wonderfully run programs. We are still looking for some of the following youth
advisors. We still are in need of an Athletic director, Altar Boy Supervisor, a few more Sunday school teachers to build up our numbers, as well as coaches for Jr. Olympics. So please join us at this meeting and help
lead our youth forward. If you are interested or know someone who is please contact Fr. Christodoulos at the
church office. God Bless!
2019 SAINT NICHOLAS GOLF OUTING: This year the Saint Nicholas Golf Outing will be held on
Thursday, September 19th, 2019 at the Odyssey Country Club. The format id a 4-person scramble with a shotgun start beginning at 12:30 p.m. Men’s, women’s & mixed teams are welcome. Included in your registration
fee of $100 per person is a round of golf, cart, lunch with beverage and dinner. Students under 21 are $75.
Sponsorship's are available for all holes at a cost of $150. You can also bee the Grand Sponsor of the event
for $2,000.
Sign up as soon as you can, to be part of good fellowship, great golf & delicious food at the Odyssey Country Club. See flier for registration form.
2020 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE: In January 2020 we will be doing a Holy Land Pilgrimage to the Jerusalem, Constantinople and Cappadocia. We will be departing on January 26th to February 6th, 2020. See enclosed flier for more details about the trip. Please join us and consider coming on a trip of the lifetime to walk
in the footsteps of our Lord and see where the birth and growth of our Orthodox Church and faith.. See everyone there. For registration go to our Pilgrimage Website.
https://www.explority.com/groups/
nli/5c6ef3cd08366800040accaa#forward
SAVE THE DATE: Join us on Saturday, November 2nd, 2019 as Saint Nicholas will be hosting our Fall
Smoker and dinner for our parish. Mark your calendars now, and make sure to be there for a memorable and
fun event
PARISH OUTING TO CHICAGO FIRE MLS GAME, GREEK HERITAGE NIGHT: On, Sunday September 29 our parish will be doing an outing to the Chicago Fire game for Greek Heritage night with the Chicago Fire. We have purchased 30 tickets and the ticket will be selling for $24. There will be tailgating and a
ton of other experiences available for the whole family. So make your Reservations soon and secure a spot
before tickets run out. See Fr. Christodoulos for more details or cal the Church office 708-636-5460
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papagalos
Down memory lane with Bill Karopulos and Tina Happy Birthday to my dear sister Stella Ballas. God
Savas...After the decision was made to sell our St.
bless you always. Love, Elaine
Nicholas Church on Peoria St., our Council started
****
looking elsewhere to expand. A property at 87th &
Richmond was considered, but after thorough analysis, it was not suitable for our expansion plans.
Happy belated names day to my wonderful husAfter much research, the property at 103rd and
band of three years, Louie. Love, Ellen Buonaiuto
Kolmar was decided upon. We could have our
****
church, school rooms, fellowship hall and gymnasium to accommodate all the various events and
activities we would have for our parishioners, and
Good luck and best wishes to all our fabulous
it was decided to begin with the building of our
students as they start a new year of learnschool building. We held services in the gymnasiing. Georgia Sarlas
um, until we were ready to build the Church. We
now look at our property and we have it all.
****
Church, school rooms, Fellowship Hall w/kitchen
and a gymnasium. Our parking lot is used for our
Annual Festival and we have seating and booths for
Happy Birthday to Sharon Sinadinos on August
selling our food, and Greek and American dancing
10th. Georgia Sarlas
on the premises. A dream that came true.
****
****

Papagalos chats
should be short and
signed. No
anonymous chats
will be published.

Wishing our daughter, Presbytera Alexis
(Alexandra) Mitchell, a very blessed Chronia Polla
for her nameday.

The St. Nicholas Philoptochos will be Feeding the
Hungry at the Annunciation Cathedral on Tuesday,
August 27th. Let us know if you would like to help.

Submit by first week

****

There are three

Love, Mom & Dad, Anna & Nick Paramboukas

of the month

ways to submit your

****

Papagalos chats:
Have you made your reservations for the Children's
Medical Fund Luncheon on November 16th? If
Email Kathy Roupas
not,
please
do
so
soon
by
letting
me
know
and
by
The National Hellenic Museum encourages you to
at
buying your raffle tickets. Georgia Sarlas
record the history of your family in your own
chicagokathy@msn.
words before the memories fade. You’re never too
****
young or old to tell your family’s story. For more
com (please put
information or to schedule a free appointment,
contact: oralhistory@hellenicmuseum.org or call Happy wedding anniversary to our wonderful par- “Papagalos” in the
312-655-1234 x35. Recording appointments for
subject line)
ents, Tony and Diane Kontos! May God bless you
Oral History interviews can be scheduled at a time both with many more years. Your loving children,
Give a handwritten
of convenience for you, at the Museum or at your
Dimitri and Tina
copy to Kathy at
chosen location (your church or home). We en****
courage you to invite family members to join you,
Church
and even to interview you for the recording.

****

Double birthday wishes in the Koutsis famiy! Happy belated birthday to sweet little, Ioanna who
recently turned 8 years old and a special happy
Happy Birthday to our Philoptochos Sisters who
14th birthday to her lovely sister, Vaso. May God’s
celebrate in August. They are, Ethel Angelos, Stella
blessings be with you both always. Love, Kathy
Ballas, Elaine Besbekos, Tasia Manassas, Sharon
Roupas
Sinadinos and Christine Skiadopoulos. Love to you
all, St. Nicholas Philoptochos
****
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Feed your chat to
Papagalos in his
Birdhouse in the
Bookstore

FINANCIAL UPDATE THROUGH MAY 2019
Pledges Received

$ 89,672.38

Candles

23,770.00

Easter Offering

17,189.00

Christmas Offering

245.00

Other Income

71,543.89

________________________________________________________________________________________
Total Revenue

$217,612.77

Expenses through May

$211,531.89

Surplus for 2019

$6,080.88

August 2019
Epistle Readers

Sunday, August 4th
7th Sunday of Matthew
Dr. Peter A. Patsavas
Sunday, August 11th
8 Sunday of Matthew
Dan Biesiada
th

Sunday, August 18th
9 Sunday of Matthew
Dorothy Pavlick
th

Sunday, August 25th
10th Sunday of Matthew
Adam Smith

Sunday, September 1st
Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year
Sue Smith
Sunday, September 8th
Nativity of the Theotokos
John Biesiada
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11

12

13

14

15
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See Fr. Christodoulos
or call the Church Office 708-636-5460

17

“after six days.” There is not another day added on to represent the day on which these sayings were
uttered, nor is the day on which the Lord was transfigured added on (which a rational person might
reasonably imagine to be added to the days of Matthew).
The Evangelist Luke does not say “after eight days” (like the Evangelist Matthew says “after six
days”), but rather “it came to pass eight days after these words.” But where the Evangelists seem to
contradict one another, they actually point out to us something great and mysterious. In actual fact,
why did the one say “after six days,” but the other, in ignoring the seventh day, have in mind the
eighth day? It is because the great vision of the Light of the Transfiguration of the Lord is the mystery
of the Eighth Day, i.e., of the future age, coming to be revealed after the passing away of the world
created in six days.
About the power of the Divine Spirit, through Whom the Kingdom of God is to be revealed, the
Lord predicted: “There are some standing here who shall not taste death, until they have seen the Son
of Man coming in His Kingdom” (Mt.16:28). Everywhere and in every way the King will be present,
and everywhere will be His Kingdom, since the advent of His Kingdom does not signify the passing
over from one place to another, but rather the revelation of its power of the Divine Spirit. That is why
it is said: “come in power.” And this power is not manifest to simply ordinary people, but to those
standing with the Lord, that is to say, those who have affirmed their faith in Him like Peter, James and
John, and especially those who are free of our natural abasement. Therefore, and precisely because of
this, God manifests Himself upon the Mount, on the one hand coming down from His heights, and on
the other, raising us up from the depths of abasement, since the Transcendent One takes on mortal nature. Certainly, such a manifest appearance by far transcends the utmost limits of the mind’s grasp, as
effectualized by the power of the Divine Spirit.
Thus, the Light of the Transfiguration of the Lord is not something that comes to be and then vanishes, nor is it subject to the sensory faculties, although it was contemplated by corporeal eyes for a
short while upon an inconsequential mountaintop. But the initiates of the Mystery, (the disciples) of
the Lord at this time passed beyond mere flesh into spirit through a transformation of their senses, effectualized within them by the Spirit, and in such a way that they beheld what, and to what extent, the
Divine Spirit had wrought blessedness in them to behold the Ineffable Light.
Those not grasping this point have conjectured that the chosen from among the Apostles beheld
the Light of the Transfiguration of the Lord by a sensual and creaturely faculty, and through this they
attempt to reduce to a creaturely level (i.e., as something “created”) not only this Light, the Kingdom
and the Glory of God, but also the Power of the Divine Spirit, through Whom it is meet for Divine
Mysteries to be revealed. In all likelihood, such persons have not heeded the words of the Apostle
Paul: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, what things God has
prepared for those who love Him. But to us God has revealed them through His Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, even the deep things of God” (1 Cor.2:9-10).
So, with the onset of the Eighth Day, the Lord, taking Peter, James and John, went up on the
Mount to pray. He always prayed alone, withdrawing from everyone, even from the Apostles themselves, as for example when with five loaves and two fish He fed the five thousand men, besides
women and children (Mt.14:19-23). Or, taking with Him those who excelled others, as at the approach
of His Saving Passion, when He said to the other disciples: “Sit here while I go over there and
pray” (Mt.26:36). Then He took with Him Peter, James and John. But in our instance right here and
now, having taken only these same three, the Lord led them up onto a high mountain by themselves
and was transfigured before them, that is to say, before their very eyes.
“What does it mean to say: He was transfigured?” asks the Golden-Mouthed Theologian
(Chrysostom). He answers this by saying: “It revealed something of His Divinity to them, as much
and insofar as they were able to apprehend it, and it showed the indwelling of God within Him.” The
Evangelist Luke says: “And as He prayed, His countenance was altered” (Luke 9:29); and from the
Evangelist Matthew we read: “And His face shone as the sun” (Mt.17:2). But the Evangelist said this,
not in the context that this Light be thought of as subsistent for the senses (let us put aside the blindness of mind of those who can conceive of nothing higher than what is known through the senses).
18

Rather, it is to show that Christ God, for those living and contemplating by the Spirit, is the same as
the sun is for those living in the flesh and contemplating by the senses. Therefore, some other Light
for the knowing the Divinity is not necessary for those who are enriched by Divine gifts.
That same Inscrutable Light shone and was mysteriously manifest to the Apostles and the foremost of the Prophets at that moment, when (the Lord) was praying. This shows that what brought
forth this blessed sight was prayer, and that the radiance occured and was manifest by uniting the
mind with God, and that it is granted to all who, with constant exercise in efforts of virtue and prayer,
strive with their mind towards God. True beauty, essentially, can be contemplated only with a purified
mind. To gaze upon its luminance assumes a sort of participation in it, as though some bright ray etches itself upon the face.
Even the face of Moses was illumined by his association with God. Do you not know that Moses
was transfigured when he went up the mountain, and there beheld the Glory of God? But he (Moses)
did not effect this, but rather he underwent a transfiguration. However, our Lord Jesus Christ possessed that Light Himself. In this regard, actually, He did not need prayer for His flesh to radiate with
the Divine Light; it was but to show from whence that Light descends upon the saints of God, and
how to contemplate it. For it is written that even the saints “will shine forth like the sun” (Mt.13:43),
which is to say, entirely permeated by Divine Light as they gaze upon Christ, divinely and inexpressibly shining forth His Radiance, issuing from His Divine Nature. On Mount Tabor it was manifest also
in His Flesh, by reason of the Hypostatic Union (i.e., the union of the two perfect natures, divine and
human, within the divine Person [Hypostasis] of Christ, the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity).
The Fourth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon defined this Hypostatic union of Christ’s two natures,
divine and human, as “without mingling, without change, without division, without separation.”
We believe that at the Transfiguration He manifested not some other sort of light, but only that
which was concealed beneath His fleshly exterior. This Light was the Light of the Divine Nature, and
as such, it was Uncreated and Divine. So also, in the teachings of the Fathers, Jesus Christ was transfigured on the Mount, not taking upon Himself something new nor being changed into something
new, nor something which formerly He did not possess. Rather, it was to show His disciples that
which He already was, opening their eyes and bringing them from blindness to sight. For do you not
see that eyes that can perceive natural things would be blind to this Light?
Thus, this Light is not a light of the senses, and those contemplating it do not simply see with sensual eyes, but rather they are changed by the power of the Divine Spirit. They were transformed, and
only in this way did they see the transformation taking place amidst the very assumption of our perishability, with the deification through union with the Word of God in place of this.
So also she who miraculously conceived and gave birth recognized that the One born of her is God
Incarnate. So it was also for Simeon, who only received this Infant into his arms, and the aged Anna,
coming out [from the Jerusalem Temple] for the Meeting, since the Divine Power illumined, as
through a glass windowpane, giving light for those having pure eyes of heart.
And why did the Lord, before the beginning of the Transfiguration, choose the foremost of the
Apostles and lead them up onto the Mount with Him? Certainly, it was to show them something great
and mysterious. What is particularly great or mysterious in showing a sensory light, which not only
the foremost, but all the other Apostles already abundantly possessed? Why would they need a transforming of their eyes by the power of the Holy Spirit for a contemplation of this Light, if it were
merely sensory and created? How could the Glory and the Kingdom of the Father and the Holy Spirit
project forth in some sort of sensory light? Indeed, in what sort of Glory and Kingdom would Christ
the Lord come at the end of the ages, when there would not be necessary anything in the air, nor in
expanse, nor anything similar, but when, in the words of the Apostle, “God will be all in all” (1
Cor.15: 28)? That is to say, will He alter everything for all? If so, then it follows that light is included.
Hence it is clear that the Light of Tabor was a Divine Light. And the Evangelist John, inspired by
Divine Revelation, says clearly that the future eternal and enduring city “has no need of the sun or
moon to shine upon it. For the Glory of God lights it up, and the Lamb will be its lamp” (Rev 21:23).
Is it not clear, that he points out here that this [Lamb] is Jesus, Who is divinely transfigured now upon
19

Continued on page 20

Tabor, and the flesh of Whom shines, is the lamp manifesting the Glory of divinity for those ascending the mountain with Him?
John the Theologian also says about the inhabitants of this city: “they will not need light from
lamps, nor the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shed light upon them, and night shall be no
more” (Rev 22:5). But how, we might ask, is there this other light, in which “there is no change, nor
shadow of alteration” (Jas 1:17)? What light is there that is constant and unsetting, unless it be the
Light of God? Moreover, could Moses and Elias (and particularly the former, who clearly was present
only in spirit, and not in flesh [Elias having ascended bodily to Heaven on the fiery chariot]) be shining with any sort of sensory light, and be seen and known? Especially since it was written of them:
“they appeared in glory, and spoke of his death, which he was about to fulfill at Jerusalem” (Luke
9:30-31). And how otherwise could the Apostles recognize those whom they had never seen before,
unless through the mysterious power of the Divine Light, opening their mental eyes?
But let us not tire our attention with the furthermost interpretations of the words of the Gospel. We
shall believe thus, as those same ones have taught us, who themselves were enlightened by the Lord
Himself, insofar as they alone know this well: the Mysteries of God, in the words of a prophet, are
known to God alone and His perpetual proximity. Let us, considering the Mystery of the Transfiguration of the Lord in accord with their teaching, strive to be illumined by this Light ourselves and encourage in ourselves love and striving towards the Unfading Glory and Beauty, purifying our spiritual
eyes of worldly thoughts and refraining from perishable and quickly passing delights and beauty
which darken the garb of the soul and lead to the fire of Gehenna and everlasting darkness. Let us be
freed from these by the illumination and knowledge of the incorporeal and ever-existing Light of our
Savior transfigured on Tabor, in His Glory, and of His Father from all eternity, and His Life-Creating
Spirit, Whom are One Radiance, One Godhead, and Glory, and Kingdom, and Power now and ever
and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary
The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary: After the Ascension of the Lord, the Mother of God
remained in the care of the Apostle John the Theologian, and during his journeys She lived at the home of his parents, near the
Mount of Olives. She was a source of consolation and edification both for the Apostles and for all the believers. Conversing with
them, She told them about miraculous events: the Annunciation, the seedless and undefiled Conception of Christ born of Her, about
His early childhood, and about His earthly life. Like the Apostles, She helped plant and strengthen the Christian Church by Her presence, Her discourse and Her prayers.
The reverence of the Apostles for the Most Holy Virgin was extraordinary. After the receiving of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, the Apostles remained at Jerusalem for about ten years attending to the salvation of the Jews, and wanting moreover to see
the Mother of God and hear Her holy discourse. Many of the newly-enlightened in the Faith even came from faraway lands to Jerusalem, to see and to hear the All-Pure Mother of God.
During the persecution initiated by King Herod against the young Church of Christ (Acts 12:1-3), the Most Holy Virgin and the
Apostle John the Theologian withdrew to Ephesus in the year 43. The preaching of the Gospel there had fallen by lot to the Apostle
John the Theologian. The Mother of God was on Cyprus with Saint Lazarus the Four-Days-Dead, where he was bishop. She was also
on Holy Mount Athos. Saint Stephen of the Holy Mountain says that the Mother of God prophetically spoke of it: “Let this place be
my lot, given to me by my Son and my God. I will be the Patroness of this place and intercede with God for it.”
The respect of ancient Christians for the Mother of God was so great that they preserved what they could about Her life, what
they could take note of concerning Her sayings and deeds, and they even passed down to us a description of Her outward appearance.
According to Tradition, based on the words of the Hieromartyrs Dionysius the Areopagite (October 3), Ignatius the God-Bearer
(December 20), Saint Ambrose of Milan (December 7) had occasion to write in his work “On Virgins” concerning the Mother of
God: “She was a Virgin not only in body, but also in soul, humble of heart, circumspect in word, wise in mind, not overly given to
speaking, a lover of reading and of work, and prudent in speech. Her rule of life was to offend no one, to intend good for everyone,
to respect the aged, not envy others, avoid bragging, be healthy of mind, and to love virtue.”
When did She ever hurl the least insult in the face of Her parents? When was She at discord with Her kin? When did She ever
puff up with pride before a modest person, or laugh at the weak, or shun the destitute? With Her there was nothing of glaring eyes,
nothing of unseemly words, nor of improper conduct. She was modest in the movement of Her body, Her step was quiet, and Her
voice straightforward; so that Her face was an expression of soul. She was the personification of purity.
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All Her days She was concerned with fasting: She slept only when necessary, and even then, when Her body was at rest, She
was still alert in spirit, repeating in Her dreams what She had read, or the implementation of proposed intentions, or those planned
yet anew. She was out of Her house only for church, and then only in the company of relatives. Otherwise, She seldom appeared
outside Her house in the company of others, and She was Her own best overseer. Others could protect Her only in body, but She
Herself guarded Her character.”
According to Tradition, that from the compiler of Church history Nicephorus Callistus (fourteenth century), the Mother of God
“was of average stature, or as others suggest, slightly more than average; Her hair golden in appearance; Her eyes bright with pupils
like shiny olives; Her eyebrows strong in character and moderately dark, Her nose pronounced and Her mouth vibrant bespeaking
sweet speech; Her face was neither round nor angular, but somewhat oblong; the palm of Her hands and fingers were longish...
In conversation with others She preserved decorum, neither becoming silly nor agitated, and indeed especially never angry;
without artifice, and direct, She was not overly concerned about Herself, and far from pampering Herself, She was distinctly full of
humility. Regarding the clothing which She wore, She was satisfied to have natural colors, which even now is evidenced by Her holy
head-covering. Suffice it to say, a special grace attended all Her actions.” [Nicephoros Callistus borrowed his description from Saint
Epiphanius of Cyprus (May 12), from the “Letter to Theophilus Concerning Icons.”]
The circumstances of the Dormition of the Mother of God were known in the Orthodox Church from apostolic times. Already in
the first century, the Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite wrote about Her “Falling-Asleep.” In the second century, the account of
the bodily ascent of the Most Holy Virgin Mary to Heaven is found in the works of Meliton, Bishop of Sardis. In the fourth century,
Saint Epiphanius of Cyprus refers to the tradition about the “Falling Asleep” of the Mother of God. In the fifth century, Saint Juvenal, Patriarch of Jerusalem, told the holy Byzantine Empress Pulcheria: “Although there is no account of the circumstances of Her
death in Holy Scripture, we know about them from the most ancient and credible Tradition.” This tradition was gathered and expounded in the Church History of Nicephorus Callistus during the fourteenth century.
At the time of Her blessed Falling Asleep, the Most Holy Virgin Mary was again at Jerusalem. Her fame as the Mother of God
had already spread throughout the land and had aroused many of the envious and the spiteful against Her. They wanted to make attempts on Her life; but God preserved Her from enemies.
Day and night She spent her time in prayer. The Most Holy Theotokos went often to the Holy Sepulchre of the Lord, and here
She offered up fevent prayer. More than once, enemies of the Savior sought to hinder Her from visiting her holy place, and they
asked the High Priest for a guard to watch over the Grave of the Lord. The Holy Virgin continued to pray right in front of them, yet
unseen by anyone.
In one such visit to Golgotha, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to Her and announced Her approaching departure from this life to
eternal life. In pledge of this, the Archangel gave Her a palm branch. With these heavenly tidings the Mother of God returned to
Bethlehem with the three girls attending Her (Sepphora, Abigail, and Jael). She summoned Righteous Joseph of Arimathea and other
disciples of the Lord, and told them of Her impending Repose.
The Most Holy Virgin prayed also that the Lord would have the Apostle John come to Her. The Holy Spirit transported him
from Ephesus, setting him in that very place where the Mother of God lay. After the prayer, the Most Holy Virgin offered incense,
and John heard a voice from Heaven, closing Her prayer with the word “Amen.” The Mother of God took it that the voice meant the
speedy arrival of the Apostles and the Disciples and the holy Bodiless Powers.
The faithful, whose number by then was impossible to count, gathered together, says Saint John of Damascus, like clouds and
eagles, to listen to the Mother of God. Seeing one another, the Disciples rejoiced, but in their confusion they asked each other why
the Lord had gathered them together in one place. Saint John the Theologian, greeting them with tears of joy, said that the time of the
Virgin’s repose was at hand.
Going in to the Mother of God, they beheld Her lying upon the bed, and filled with spiritual joy. The Disciples greeted Her, and
then they told her how they had been carried miraculously from their places of preaching. The Most Holy Virgin Mary glorified God,
because He had heard Her prayer and fulfilled Her heart’s desire, and She began speaking about Her imminent end.
During this conversation the Apostle Paul also appeared in a miraculous manner together with his disciples Dionysius the Areopagite, Saint Hierotheus, Saint Timothy and others of the Seventy Apostles. The Holy Spirit had gathered them all together so that
they might be granted the blessing of the All-Pure Virgin Mary, and more fittingly to see to the burial of the Mother of the Lord. She
called each of them to Herself by name, She blessed them and extolled them for their faith and the hardships they endured in preaching the Gospel of Christ. To each She wished eternal bliss, and prayed with them for the peace and welfare of the whole world.
Then came the third hour (9 A.M.), when the Dormition of the Mother of God was to occur. A number of candles were burning.
The holy Disciples surrounded her beautifully adorned bed, offering praise to God. She prayed in anticipation of Her demise and of
the arrival of Her longed-for Son and Lord. Suddenly, the inexpressible Light of Divine Glory shone forth, before which the blazing
candles paled in comparison. All who saw it took fright. Descending from Heaven was Christ, the King of Glory, surrounded by
hosts of Angels and Archangels and other Heavenly Powers, together with the souls of the Forefathers and the Prophets, who had
prophesied in ages past concerning the Most Holy Virgin Mary.
Seeing Her Son, the Mother of God exclaimed: “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God My Savior,
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for He hath regarded the low estate of His Handmaiden” (Luke 1:46-48) and, rising from Her bed to meet the Lord, She bowed
down to Him, and the Lord bid Her enter into Life Eternal. Without any bodily suffering, as though in a happy sleep, the Most Holy
Virgin Mary gave Her soul into the hands of Her Son and God.
Then began a joyous angelic song. Accompanying the pure soul of the God-betrothed and with reverent awe for the Queen of
Heaven, the angels exclaimed: “Hail, Full of Grace, the Lord is with Thee, blessed art Thou among women! For lo, the Queen,
God’s Maiden comes, lift up the gates, and with the Ever-Existing One, take up the Mother of Light; for through Her salvation has
come to all the human race. It is impossible to gaze upon Her, and it is impossible to render Her due honor” (Stikherion on “Lord, I
Have Cried”). The Heavenly gates were raised, and meeting the soul of the Most Holy Mother of God, the Cherubim and the Seraphim glorified Her with joy. The face of the Mother of God was radiant with the glory of Divine virginity, and from Her body there
came a sweet fragrance.
Miraculous was the life of the All-Pure Virgin, and wondrous was Her Repose, as Holy Church sings: “In Thee, O Queen, the
God of all hath given thee as thy portion the things that are above nature. Just as in the Birth-Giving He did preserve Thine virginity,
so also in the grave He did preserve Thy body from decay” (Canon 1, Ode 6, Troparion 1).
Kissing the all-pure body with reverence and in awe, the Disciples in turn were blessed by it and filled with grace and spiritual
joy. Through the great glorification of the Most Holy Theotokos, the almighty power of God healed the sick, who with faith and
love touched the holy bed.
Bewailing their separation from the Mother of God, the Apostles prepared to bury Her all-pure body. The holy Apostles Peter,
Paul, James and others of the Twelve Apostles carried the funeral bier upon their shoulders, and upon it lay the body of the EverVirgin Mary. Saint John the Theologian went at the head with the resplendent palm-branch from Paradise. The other saints and a
multitude of the faithful accompanied the funeral bier with candles and censers, singing sacred songs. This solemn procession went
from Sion through Jerusalem to the Garden of Gethsemane.
With the start of the procession there suddenly appeared over the all-pure body of the Mother of God and all those accompanying Her a resplendent circular cloud, like a crown. There was heard the singing of the Heavenly Powers, glorifying the Mother of
God, which echoed that of the worldly voices. This circle of Heavenly singers and radiance accompanied the procession to the very
place of burial.
Unbelieving inhabitants of Jerusalem, taken aback by the extraordinarily grand funeral procession and vexed at the honor accorded the Mother of Jesus, complained of this to the High Priest and scribes. Burning with envy and vengefulness toward everything that reminded them of Christ, they sent out their own servants to disrupt the procession and to set the body of the Mother of
God afire.
An angry crowd and soldiers set off against the Christians, but the circular cloud accompanying the procession descended and
surrounded them like a wall. The pursuers heard the footsteps and the singing, but could not see any of those accompanying the procession. Indeed, many of them were struck blind.
The Jewish priest Athonios, out of spite and hatred for the Mother of Jesus of Nazareth, wanted to topple the funeral bier on
which lay the body of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, but an angel of God invisibly cut off his hands, which had touched the bier. Seeing such a wonder, Athonios repented and with faith confessed the majesty of the Mother of God. He received healing and joined the
crowd accompanying the body of the Mother of God, and he became a zealous follower of Christ.
When the procession reached the Garden of Gethsemane, then amidst the weeping and the wailing began the last kiss to the allpure body. Only towards evening were the Apostles able to place it in the tomb and seal the entrance to the cave with a large stone.
For three days they did not depart from the place of burial, praying and chanting Psalms. Through the wise providence of God,
the Apostle Thomas was not to be present at the burial of the Mother of God. Arriving late on the third day at Gethsemane, he lay
down at the tomb and with bitter tears asked that he might be permitted to look once more upon the Mother of God and bid her farewell. The Apostles out of heartfelt pity for him decided to open the grave and permit him the comfort of venerating the holy relics of
the Ever-Virgin Mary. Having opened the grave, they found in it only the grave wrappings and were thus convinced of the bodily as
cent of the Most Holy Virgin Mary to Heaven.
On the evening of the same day, when the Apostles had gathered at a house to strengthen themselves with food, the Mother of
God appeared to them and said: “Rejoice! I am with you all the days of your lives.” This so gladdened the Apostles and everyone
with them, that they took a portion of the bread, set aside at the meal in memory of the Savior (“the Lord’s Portion”), and they exclaimed : “Most Holy Theotokos, save us”. (This marks the beginning of the rite of offering up the “Panagia” (“All-Holy”), a portion of bread in honor of the Mother of God, which is done at monasteries to the present day).
The sash of the Mother of God, and Her holy garb, preserved with reverence and distributed over the face of the earth in pieces,
have worked miracles both in the past and at present. Her numerous icons everywhere pour forth signs and healings, and Her holy
body, taken up to Heaven, bears witness to our own future life there. Her body was not left to the vicissitudes of the transitory world,
but was incomparably exalted by its glorious ascent to Heaven.

22

FESTIVAL PICTURES

23

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
10301 South Kolmar Avenue
Oak Lawn, IL 60453-4845
Phone: 708-636-5460 Fax: 708-636-3883
Email: ppappas.saintnicholasil@gmail.com

www.stnicholasil.org

24

